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Don Ratziaff in the publication ‘Christian Leader’, retells a story he came across 
in Ernest Gordon’s ‘Miracle on the River Kwai’. The Scottish soldiers, forced by the 
Japanese captors to labour on a jungle railroad, had degenerated to barbarous 
behaviour, but one afternoon something happened that changed their way of living. 

A shovel was missing. The officer in charge became enraged. He demanded 
that the missing shovel be brought forward. When no one brought it forward 
the officer barked then “All die, die, die”. When nobody in the squadron 
budged the officer lifted his gun and was about to kill them all, when one of 
the soldiers walked forward. The soldier was knocked to the ground, beaten 
and then shot. The officer put away his gun.  Once back at base the shovels 
were again counted, this time they were all accounted for. It had been a case 
of miscalculation.  Word of this incident spread like wildfire through the entire 
camp.  An innocent man had given his life to save the lives of others. As such this 
incident made a major impact on the lives of the prisoners. Instead of brawling 
and fighting the prisoners began to look out for each other. From that day on 
they became like a band of brothers.

When the victorious allies swept in, the survivors, human skeletons, were 
lined up in front of their captors,  yet instead of seeking revenge  they insisted 
that there be no more hatred, no more violence or bloodshed. What we need is 
forgiveness instead of killing.

As we approach Good Friday we read another true story of an innocent 
man who gave life for us.  This man Jesus was also innocent of all crime. He 
committed no sin. Yet, he took the rap on Calvary’s cross. His was the ultimate 
sacrifice. Such was his love for us that he died in our place, in order that 
we might live in peace with God and in harmony with one 
another.  It could be said that the message Jesus longed to 
convey throughout his earthly ministry was that of love 
and forgiveness. Jesus calls us to love one another as 
he loves us. What a difference there would be in today’s 
world if by Christ’s enabling Spirit we put his teaching 
into practice. 

May you have a very blessed Easter.  ALEX

FROM THE MINISTER
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SERVICES
All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas, unless indicated otherwise: 

Sunday 2nd April – 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 
[conducted by Rev A McGregor; 5th Sunday in Lent]

 HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary after the service

Sunday 9th April - 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP [Palm Sunday] 

Thursday 13th April - 7:00pm 
WORSHIP with HOLY COMMUNION [Maundy Thursday]

Friday 14th April - 7:00pm WORSHIP [Good Friday]

Sunday 16th April - 10.30am MORNING WORSHIP 

[Easter Sunday; Family Worship including Easter egg hunt for the children]

Sunday 23rd April - 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 30th April - 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

FUNERALS
‘I am the resurrection and the life’

16th February: Mr Andrew Martin, Ross Gardens
26th February: Mrs Anne Dickson, Watertoun Road [D21]



FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

5th MARCH Miss A MacLeod Hazel Melrose
12th MARCH Mrs J Rosie Alice Schaupp
19th MARCH Mr & Mrs Dalziel Rita Hastie
26th MARCH Mr & Mrs Suttie Maisie Jamieson 

2nd APRIL Mr & Mrs Beckett Lorna Husband
9th APRIL Mrs K Russell I McMichael
16th APRIL Miss M Reid Easter Flowers
23th APRIL Miss E Browne Betty Wilson
30th APRIL Mrs M Houston Vacant

7th MAY Mrs M Hunter Vacant
14th MAY Mrs J Rosie Vacant
21st MAY Miss A MacLeod Irene Cato
28th MAY Mr & Mrs Suttie Susan Shepherd

Please accept our apologies for misprinting the list of contributors in March 
2017’s Reid On… The corrected list is as printed above.

WHY JOIN THE WORLD 
CHURCH COMMITTEE? 
I can answer that question: by joining the World Church Committee, 
you can help contribute to Reid Memorial’s response to changing 
and challenging international situations, and working to do our bit to 
ease the situation in areas of suffering world-wide, supporting Church 
of Scotland World Mission Council’s aim to participate effectively in 
God’s worldwide mission with partner churches. Currently comprising 
Lindsay Wood, Hazel Melrose, Elizabeth Clark, Stevie Douglas, Alison 
Macleod and chaired by David White, we meet to organise profile-
raising and fund-raising initiatives, bringing overseas needs to our 
church, and vice-versa. And we would very much like you to join us: 
please speak to David in person or phone 07876 791671.
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DOOR DUTIES
7th MAY
Richard Black, Jacky Harris
In charge: Elizabeth Clark
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

14th MAY
Anne Burgess, Geeta MacKay
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

21st MAY
Douglas Mathieson, Gillian Brown
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran

28th MAY
Siobhan Gilliland, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Graham Clark

2nd APRIL
Anne Burgess, Alison Macleod
In charge: Elizabeth Clark
Welcome table: Graham Clark

9th APRIL
Sheila Capewell, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran

16th APRIL
Diane Craik, Morag Reid
In charge: Elizabeth Clark
Welcome table: June Wylie

23rd APRIL
Linda Farrer, Alison Macleod
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

30th APRIL
Graham Clark, Susan MacKay
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Anne Jones

REID THURSDAY CLUB
Below is the remainder of our programme, 
finishing with our AGM on 13th April:

30th March, in the Small Hall @ 2:30pm: Morna Ferguson ‘Meet me in St Louis’
13th April, in the Large Hall @ 2pm: AGM followed @ 2:30pm by 
Entertainment with Margo and Iain Dunn and friends.
Hope to see you there.

ALISON MACLEOD
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SAINT’S DAY: 24th APRIL 
St. GEORGE’S DAY 
AND HICCUP AND THE DRAGON
Have you seen the film How to Train your Dragon? It’s set in a Viking 
village under attack from dragons, who steal livestock and burn down 
houses. Hiccup, the village Chief’s son, invents a machine to capture 
dragons. However, when he catches one of the most dangerous dragons, 
he cannot kill it, when he sees that the dragon is just as frightened as 
he is. Through this friendship, the people and dragons eventually live in 
harmony. 

This month we celebrate St. George, the patron saint of England. He 
is famous for slaying a dragon, a tradition which became popular in the 
Middle Ages. Whether he killed an actual dragon is open to question! 
However, we do know that the original George was a Roman soldier 
at the time of Emperor Diocletian. He refused to renounce his faith, as 
commanded by the Emperor, resulting in his death on 23 April 303 AD. 

The contrast is clear: St. George slayed the evil dragon, while Hiccup 
refused to kill one. However, they also have something important in 
common. Both acted according to their conscience, defying the popular 
understanding of those around them and not worrying about the 
personal cost to themselves. St. George was martyred for standing up for 
his faith in Jesus before a pagan emperor, while Hiccup risked rejection 
by his father and village because of his compassion.

Today, we are still called to stand for Christ against wrongs and 
injustice in a daily life, whatever the personal cost. However, we also need 
to be ready to look our enemies in the eye and meet their hostility with 
love and compassion. This is why we also remember this month that Jesus 
died and rose again, so that we might have God’s power to do this in our 
lives.



Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for Jesus and 
His twelve apostles, is considered the traditional author of the second 
gospel. He is also usually identified as the young man, described in 
Mark 14:51, who followed Christ after his arrest and then escaped 
capture by leaving his clothes behind.

Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s 
interpreter. If so, then this close friendship would have been how Mark 
gathered so much information about Jesus’ life. Peter referred to him 
affectionately as his ‘son’. 

Mark was also a 
companion to Paul on 
his journeys. When Paul 
was held captive at 
Rome, Mark was with 
him, helping him. Mark’s 
Gospel, most likely 
written in Italy, perhaps 
in Rome, is the earliest 
account we have of the 
life of Jesus. Mark died 
about 74 AD.

Early in the 9th century 
Mark’s body was brought 
to Venice, whose patron 
he became, and there it 
has remained to this day. 
The symbol of Mark as 
an evangelist, the lion, 
is much in evidence at 
Venice [eg. at St. Mark’s 
Sqaure, pictured].

SAINT’S DAY: 29th APRIL 
St. MARK DISCIPLE, APOSTLE, 
WRITER OF THE SECOND GOSPEL

8
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF APRIL

IT WAS: 

400 YEARS AGO on 4th April 1617 that John Napier, the Scottish 
mathematician and theologian died. He invented logarithms.

150 YEARS AGO on 16th April 1867 that Wilbur Wright, American aviation 
pioneer was born. The Wright brothers achieved the first powered, sustained 
and controlled plane flight.

100 YEARS AGO on 6th April 1917 that the USA declared war on Germany 
and entered the 1st World War.

90 YEARS AGO on 2nd April 1927 that BBC radio covered the annual 
University Boat Race between Oxford and Cambridge for the first time.

80 YEARS AGO on 27th April 1937 that the National Maritime Museum in 
Greenwich opened.

75 YEARS AGO on 18th April 1942 that the USA bombed mainland Japan for 
the first time, hitting Tokyo, Yokohama and other cities.

70 YEARS AGO on 1st April 1947 that the school leaving age in the UK was 
raised to 15.

50 YEARS AGO on 8th April 1967 that the UK won the Eurovision Song 
Contest for the first time, with the song ‘Puppet on a String’ sung by Sandie 
Shaw. The contest was held in Vienna, Austria.

40 YEARS AGO on 2nd April 1977 that the British race horse Red Rum won 
the Grand National for a historic third time. The record still stands today.

25 YEARS AGO on 27th April 1992 that Betty Boothroyd became the first 
female Speaker of the House of Commons.
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CHOCOLATE AND THE DIVINE 
GO BACK A LONG WAY...

One of the more earthly pleasures of celebrating Easter is the sheer amount 
of chocolate around. But chocolate was part of other religions long before 
Christianity.

Spanish monks brewed up a drink from the beans that was acceptable to 
European taste, sweetening it with sugar, and adding cinnamon and nutmeg. 

Spain and Europe began to fall in love with the cacao bean. In 1624 the 
Spanish monks were warned that chocolate was an ‘inflamer of passions’, 
and certainly the legendary lover Casanova praised it as very useful in his 
seductions. Congregations even began drinking it during church services. 
When the Bishop of Chiapas threatened to excommunicate his flock for doing 
so, the entire congregation simply moved down the road to another church, 
where the friars also liked chocolate.

Chocolate became a favoured drink at fashionable occasions in Britain. In 
1630, the day after the coronation of Charles II, Samuel Pepys wrote in his diary 
that as he had celebrated the event with too much wine, so he had taken some 
chocolate the following morning, ‘to settle my stomach’.

By the 18th century chocolate was so popular in Europe that the Swedish 
naturalist Linnaeus renamed the cocoa plant Theobroma – food of the gods.

Although chocolate was originally only for the wealthy, devout Quakers 
such as Joseph Fry, Joseph Terry, Isaac Rowntree and John Cadbury had a 
dream that chocolate could replace gin as a drink for the working classes. Their 
determination to make this possible was driven by their Christian zeal, and they 
in part succeeded. 

Then in the middle of the 19th century it was discovered that chocolate 
could be made into solid bars! With this discovery, Easter eggs were on the 
way. Both Fry’s and Cadbury’s launched them in the 1870s, and the rest is 
history.

These days, Fair Trade chocolate is the thing to look out for – it guarantees 
a fair price to the cocoa farmers who make it possible for us to go on enjoying 
this heavenly stuff.



GOD AND SCIENCE
NEW RESOURCE BRIDGES HISTORIC EDUCATIONAL DIVIDE
A new resource that encourages school students to explore the 
relationship between science and faith has been launched. God and 
the Big Bang provides engaging lesson plans and activities for use 
by secondary school RE teachers. It also includes a high-quality DVD 
featuring scientists offering thoughts on a range of topics concerning 
science and faith.

The resource comes at the end of a three-year project in which 
prominent members of the scientific faith community equip young 
people with the tools to form their own opinions about the place for 
science in God’s world – and God in the world of science. By the end of 
March they will have visited more than 60 schools across the UK.

The significance of science for Christian ideas of origins is covered. 
The purpose, similarities and differences of religion and science is 
another topic, allowing deeper exploration of questions such as ‘Is there 
scientific evidence for God?’

‘God and the Big Bang is first and foremost an excellent RE resource,’ 
said Kate Christopher, national RE adviser at RE Today.

TAOIST TAI CHI AT REID MEMORIAL
Taoist Tai Chi® arts involve deep stretching with a full range of motion 

and continuous turning of the spine. They exercise the whole physiology 
including muscular, skeletal, and circulatory systems, as well as tendons, 
joints, connective tissue and organs. Rather than depending on tension 
and the development of hard muscle tissue, these arts develop a body 
that is relaxed and strong at the deepest levels. The gentle internal 
movements are balanced throughout the body and have a calming effect 
on the mind. Taoist Tai Chi® arts are truly a moving meditation.
Taoist Tai Chi, on Tuesday 25th April 10-12noon in the Large Hall
(Open House to come and try. All welcome.)
Beginner class starts Tuesday 2nd May. 10-12 noon

Shona Thomson, Vice Chair Edinburgh branch Taoist Tai Chi Society of GB
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Saturday 18th March was the date for our first event of the year, our COFFEE 
MORNING AND SPRING FAIR. The day was, to say the least drab and drizzly. 
That said we had a reasonable turnout and thanks again to your generosity we 
raised £973.70 on the day which was truly amazing and hopefully this will be 
topped up on the Sunday morning. 

Thanks go as always to those that helped out, the Home Mission Committee 
for looking after the catering, those who served on the stalls and those who 
worked in the kitchen and tidied up afterwards and to the Book Shop team.

Our next event will be the COFFEE IN THE COMMUNITY COFFEE 
MORNING which will be held on Saturday 17th June 10:00am – 12:00 noon. 
This year we will be putting all profits to the installation of a handrail at the 
steps from the courtyard up to the Vestry door. This will hopefully ensure easier 
and safer access. Please come along and join us for a fresh scone and a cup of 
tea or coffee and of course the pleasure of listening to Martyn at the piano. 

The BOOK SHOP and DUSTY BIN have both had a good start to the year 
with Dusty standing at £47 to date and the Book Shop at £184 – you may be 
interested to know that since the Book Shop started in 2011 and thanks to your 
support and generosity we have raised just over £5,000 – that believe it or not 
is in excess of 10,000 books sold!

FUTURE EVENTS
Community Coffee Morning: Saturday 17th June 10am-12 noon
Craft Fair & Coffee Morning: Saturday 9th September 10am-12 noon
Christmas Fair & Coffee Morning: Saturday 18th November 10am-12 noon

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
Thanks to your ongoing support, our Home Baking Stall on the first Sunday 

of the month continues to do well and our current total stands at £925.40. On 
reaching our target of £1,000 we will donate it to ‘We are Cycling’ to purchase 
an Adult Cycle for the use of the clients and others at the Firrhill Centre. The 
next charity we will be supporting is Fresh Start that helps those who were 
homeless to get established in a new home. Donations of Home Baking are 
very much appreciated and gratefully received.



When it comes to the business of driving a vacancy in the Church of 
Scotland, it always seems as if the wheels grind particularly slowly, 
especially when a new linkage is involved. In fact a good deal of progress 
has already been made with the Basis of Linkage and Reviewable Tenure 
having been agreed both by Reid Memorial and by Craigmillar Park. We 
shall soon be ready to move into the next more exciting phase of the 
vacancy with the election of a combined Nominating Committee. This 
group will oversee the process of advertising the post, receiving and 
considering applications and ultimately bringing a Sole Nominee before 
the congregations. 

Before we get to that stage we need to wait for the Presbytery 
to appoint an Advisory Committee to deal with one or two further 
standard administrative matters. In the meantime, the Kirk Session and 
congregation can be getting things in order behind the scenes – the 
Electoral Roll, for instance, which lists the names of all those who are 
eligible to vote at various stages of the process; the website, which can 
be a useful source of information for interested parties; and in due course 
the Parish Profile, which eventually provides potential applicants with the 
necessary information they require. 

Practical steps are already being taken to get things in order, and thanks 
are due to the volunteers who are currently giving of their time and energy 
to painting corridors and corners behind the scenes of Reid Memorial; 
thanks too particularly to those who have prepared the very encouraging 
set of accounts to be presented to the congregation at its annual meeting 
on 26th March. 

That these figures are so positive is a tribute both to the members of the 
congregation who continue to support Reid Memorial so generously, and 
to Rev Alex Douglas, who serves you so faithfully as Locum Minister. I hope 
to be with you all again myself before too long, and in the meantime send 
my best wishes for Holy Week and Easter. 

REV NEIL GARDNER INTERIM MODERATOR

13
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

VOLUNTARIES FOR APRIL:

2nd APRIL  [Passion Sunday]
Passion Op 145 No.4 - Max Reger
Chorale Prelude Nun Danket alle Gott Op 67 No.27  - Max Reger

9th APRIL [Palm Sunday]   
Epitaphe et Méditation de Pieces en Style Libre - Louis Vierne
Sonata in A major Op 65 No.3, first movement - Felix Mendelssohn

16th APRIL [Easter Sunday]  
Chorale Prelude Christ Lag in Todesbanden - J S Bach
Prelude in E flat BWV 552 - J S Bach

[23rd and 30th April unavailable, as Martyn will be away]

Max Reger (1873 – 1916) Although a Roman Catholic, the Lutheran musical 
tradition had a fascination for Reger and many of his organ works are based on 
melodies associated with it, such as  Nun Danket alle Gott which is the source 
for the concluding voluntary.  In what was to be his last set of organ pieces, 
Reger took a more impressionistic approach and wrote a series of meditations 
on various feasts of the church year, such as Christmas and Whitsun, but rather 
than attempt to portray Easter, Reger concentrated on the Passion.  The events 
are depicting using strong contrasts of colour harmony and dynamics.

Louis Vierne (1870 – 1937) organist of Notre Dame de Paris for over 35 years.  
During his tenure he composed a great deal of music for the organ, much of 
it demanding for the listener and player alike.  However, he also published 
two books of pieces intended for the harmonium, an instrument taken very 
seriously in France and Germany, but not Britain or America.  These pieces 
are among the finest conceived for the medium. The two I am playing this 
morning reflect the events of Holy Week and show the composer’s tendency to 
melancholy in his music.
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Felix Mendelssohn (1809 – 1847) only wrote a handful of pieces for the organ 
and the six sonatas were written for an English publisher and designed with 
English organs in mind.  The Third is in two movements only.  The first consists 
of majestic introduction in the major key that returns in almost exactly the same 
form at the end of the movement.  In between these two statements is a fugal 
movement in A minor which is based on the Passiontide chorale based on 
Psalm 130, ‘Aus Tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir’ which can be heard in the pedal 
part.  The movement increases in speed and animation until a pedal solo leads 
to the return of the introductory material.

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750) also wrote many chorale preludes and 
‘Christ Lag in Todesbanden’ which translates as ‘Christ Lay in the Bonds of 
Death’, is probably the greatest of all the Lutheran Easter chorales.  There are 
innumerable settings from the Renaissance period to the present day.  Bach 
actually writes three versions as meditations on the verses of the chorale, each 
one designed to reflect the mood of the text. 

Little of Bach’s music was published in his lifetime, the costs being largely 
prohibitive, but among the few pieces that were in print was the Clavierübung 
or ‘keyboard practice’.  This was mostly a collection of chorale preludes, but the 
collection was bookended by a Prelude and Fugue in E flat on a large scale.  

The fugue has been known in this country by the nickname ‘St. Anne’ because 
of the likeness of the opening notes of the subject to that of William Croft’s 
hymn tune, sung to the words, ‘O God, our help in ages past’.  The Prelude 
is a splendidly festive movement that begins with what almost feels like a 
processional using dotted rhythm like a French overture, such as opening 
Handel’s oratorio Messiah.  This gives way to a fully worked out contrapuntal 
exposition that is again interrupted by the dotted rhythm.  Another exposition 
follows which is succeeded by the dotted figure for a final time that brings the 
movement to a close.



HAPPINESS IS WARM FEET IN BED
If you have never discovered the cosy bliss of wearing socks in bed, you are 

in for a real treat. According to experts from the Global Council on Brain Health, 
wearing socks in bed helps ensure uninterrupted slumber.

In a recent report, the Global Council was stressing the importance of 
getting sound sleep in order to stay sharp in later life. And so it offers various 
tips to the over-50s. They include: keep pets out of your bedroom, avoid late-
night rows with your family; allow 15 minutes of ‘settle time’ before you switch 
off the light; avoid food, alcohol and drink for three hours before bed; keep 
your smartphone and tablet in another room; have a warm bath; and swap 
white or blue lights for warmer, restful colours. Sleep well!

BIBLES THAT ARE FALLING APART 
ARE USUALLY OWNED BY PEOPLE WHO AREN’T

CHRISTIAN AID IS 
60 THIS YEAR

This year is the 60th birthday of Christian Aid Week, and for a great 
proportion of that time, Reid Memorial has supported it in full measure: in the 
last ten years alone we have raised well over twenty-five thousand pounds.

Launched in 1957 to support refugees in Europe in the aftermath of the 
Second World War, the organisation continues to give help in Jesus’ name to 
people suffering in situations every bit as challenging as those in 1957, such 
as as the current refugee crisis. 

Last year this church stood by those people who have lost everything by 
raising £1,674. This Christian Aid Week (14th-20th May) gives us a chance 
once again to show our love for our brothers and sisters in greatest need - I 
know that we will once again demonstrate our very best. Please look out for 
announcements next month about how we can do this together.

[Christian Aid book sale - page 20] DAVID WHITE
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW? COLLECTION THE COMPLETE 
COLLECTION, by Tim Dowley & Eira Reeves, LionHudson, £8.99

Six small volumes offering answers to children's big questions about 
God, the Bible, prayer, Jesus, Christmas, and Easter, collected together in a 
little slipcase. Illustrated with charming pictures of families and children, this 
collection makes a wonderful gift or award.

NEW-LOOK 
PRESBYTERY 
MEETINGS
After 30 years at Palmerston Place 
Church, the Edinburgh Presbytery 
meetings have moved to St 
Catherine’s Argyle Church. 

Butterflies Café at Marchmont St 
Giles is staying open later than normal 
to accommodate Presbyters before 
the meeting starts. 

The Moderator for 2017 is Rev 
Colin Sinclair, Minister at Palmerston 
Place Church.

The format is less formal. Attendees 
sit at tables of eight, introduce 
themselves and discuss the main 
topic of the meeting. The topic on 
7th February was “Path to Renewal” 
The number of meetings has been 
reduced from eight to six annually. 
Presbytery papers are no longer 
available in printed form.

EASTER 
LOVE
On Easter we celebrate love,
love coming down from heaven,
love blanketing the earth
in a transforming embrace;
unique and infinite love,
giving more than we can imagine
for us, to cleanse our sin,
a perfect sacrifice, Lamb of God,
the walking, talking Word.
He is teacher, role model, friend,
this God in human form,
dying, then rising from the dead,
proving all who believe
will also rise
to have eternal life, with Him,
Lord of all.
Oh, Happy, Happy Easter!

BY JOANNA FUCHS

BOOK REVIEW



THE EASTER PLAY
The Edinburgh Easter Play will 

take place on Easter Saturday, 
April 15th 2017, at 2pm, in Princes 
Street Gardens West in the centre of 
Edinburgh. The performance is free and 
open to all. This year, for the first time 
since 2010, we will be staging a large-
scale traditional Passion Play, but you 
can expect a few surprises - our take 
on the Easter story has a distinctly 
Scottish flavour.
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JGHS SOUTH AFRICA VISIT
‘On behalf of everyone involved in 

the South Africa trip, I would like to 
thank you for your generous donations. 
Most of the donations we took have 
gone to the charity, Bobbi Bear and to 
the primary school we are partnered 
with. We had an unforgettable time in 
South Africa and thank you so much 
for your valuable support.’ 
- Zoë White. 

We’re hoping that after Easter, head 
teacher Donald MacDonald will come 
back to the Reid to tell us more about 
how the trip went].

WORLD CHURCH COMMITTEE is 
supporting Edinburgh Direct Aid’s 
spring appeal [the church having 
supported their December appeal 
last year]. This organisation delivers 
aid to people in desperate need in 
far away places, and delivers basic, 
essential items and donations directly, 
in person, to people affected by the 
brutal and bloody Syrian conflict, 
right where they are. We’re joining 
Craigmillar Park Church in supporting 
this initiative by asking you please, 
during April, to have a spring clean 
of your drawers - can you spare any 
clothing, or domestic haberdashery 
such as wool, knitting needles 
or buttons? We will be giving out 
more information as the weeks go 
by; for now, though, please have a 
look and see what you can find to 
spare, for those in appalling need 
- thank you. For more information 
contact Elizabeth Clark or call Ann 
Thanisch on 07814 949 468, or visit 
edinburghdirectaid.org/warehouse.
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C H U R C H  •  E D I N B U R G H

REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be May 
2017. Please send Linda any articles or 
notices by 21st April - see page 2 for 
contact details.

CHARITY No. SC01402720

NEWINGTON 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 

BASICS BANK (BB)
Our cupboards at the BB at Kings Hall are still running low on some items 
at the moment. This is because we have not been receiving as much fresh 
fruit and meat from the Cyrenians in the last few weeks and have been using 
our supplies of tinned items. Due to your generosity and that of other NTC 
churches, over the last week our stock of tinned items has improved. 

However we are short of: razors, shaving foam, shower gel, lentils, coffee, 
tinned vegetables (carrots/peas/potatoes), and tinned pasta - macaroni cheese.

Many thanks to all of you and your continued support is greatly appreciated. 
In your prayers for the BB - our clients and helpers - please also pray for a 
resolution of this recent problem.

CHRISTIAN AID BOOK SALE
The City of Edinburgh Methodist Church (CEMC) at Nicolson Square will be 
providing a Christian Aid Book Sale in the south east of the city. This sale and 
festival will run from 13-19th May 2017. There will be talks and events running 
alongside the sale. They are looking for helpers during this period and if you 
are interested in this, please take a look at the poster in the Large Hall corridor.

CEMC are also involved in The Listening Service (Multi-Faith Court 
Chaplaincy) and have recruited 20 volunteers who have already been trained 
and are working at Edinburgh Sheriff Court. They are still looking for more 
voluntary chaplains from all backgrounds that will be trained for this important 
role. If you are interested in finding out more, please e-mail courtchaplaincy@
gmail.com [more about Christian Aid on page 16]


