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ELDERS IN CHARGE OF  ELIZABETH & GRAHAM CLARK  
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Snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils, cherry blossom trees and lambs 
frolicking in their fields are all signs that Spring has sprung. After 
the dark cold days of winter we have signs of new life with better, 
brighter days ahead.

New life also came to the early disciples after 
the resurrection. When Jesus was arrested and later crucified, 
the disciples must have thought that their lives of following Christ were over. 
Scripture tells us that they went into hiding behind closed doors for fear of the 
Jews. Christ had been put to death by the Jewish authorities so they were fearful 
that they would be arrested and suffer a similar fate. Three days later, came 
Easter, with rumours of the risen Christ. Peter returning to his old occupation as 
a fisherman, believing that Jesus had no further use for him because he had let 
him down when he needed him most. Thomas, you will recall wouldn’t believe 
until he had seen for himself. To these and many others, Christ came. Paul says 
“After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same 
time” (I Corinthians 15:6).  As such Christ gave them new life and fresh hope. 
Christ promised that he would be with them always, to the end of time.

From Easter came Pentecost with the outpouring of Christ’s Spirit and their 
lives changed dramatically. They were no longer frightened, weak-kneed 
disciples; instead they were filled with the Spirit of Christ and experienced the 
new life that he had promised. They travelled far and wide, preaching openly, 
turning the world upside down with the good news of the risen Christ. Scripture 
tell us that nothing could stop them. The dark days of the crucifixion were over 
and they told of the new life they had in Christ. It wasn’t easy for any of them as 
they suffered persecution, imprisonments and some even death itself. Yet the 
disciples counted it all worthwhile for the sake of knowing Jesus. Paul said “For 
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). 

From that day to this, countless Christians have known the enabling spirit of 
Jesus within their lives and have confessed openly and boldly that He had given 
them new life with meaning and fresh purpose. They are not crackpots, morons 
or lunatics but included among them, some of the greatest minds the world has 
ever known. Some of the most brilliant thinkers, philosophers, scientists and 
scholars have confessed to new life in Christ.

FROM THE MINISTER
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SERVICES

We can know that same friendship with the risen Christ and our lives can 
know his love, his forgiveness and his peace. Our lives can be guided by Christ, 
our problems solved by his wisdom, our weakness turned into strength and our 
sorrows turned into joy by his help and comfort. By putting our trust in him, this 
is the new life we can have in Christ. Spiritually we can know that the dark days of 
winter are over and the new life of Spring with fresh hope has come.

As many of you already know, I will be taking three months leave of absence 
from being Locum at the end of April as I have a long standing commitment to 
St Andrews Church of Scotland in Lisbon. It may be that during this time a new 
minister will have been appointed to Reid and if so, our prayers will have been 
answered. If this is not the case I will be delighted to return at the beginning of 
August to be with you again. Until then please remember us in your prayers. We 
will be praying and remembering you as you search for the man or woman of 
God’s choosing to lead you forward as a congregation. I thank you again for all 
your friendship and support which is greatly appreciated. Jill and I will miss you 
when we are away.

Every blessing, ALEX

All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas until the end of April

Sunday 8th April 10:30am
CHRISTENING of Indie, daughter of Tara and Tony Murray

Sunday 15th April  10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 22nd April 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 29th April 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 5th May 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 
Communion in the Sanctuary at the close of the service

DEATHS 
17th February: Mrs Kathleen Stoddart, Relugas Road

28th February: Mrs Elizabeth (Betty) Steele, latterly The Elms NH (D26) 
1st March: Mrs Kathleen King, latterly St. Margaret’s NH (D10)

4th March: Mr Edward Ritchie, Rankin Drive
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
APRIL
175 YEARS AGO, on 5th April 1843 that Hong Kong was proclaimed a 
British crown colony. 
100 YEARS AGO, on 1st April 1918 that Britain’s Royal Air Force (RAF) 
was founded when the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air 
Service merged.
ALSO 100 YEARS AGO, on 16th April 1918 that Spike Milligan was 
born. This Indian-born Irish comedian and writer was a member of The 
Goons, known for his anarchic sense of absurdity.
ALSO 100 YEARS AGO, on 21st April 1918 that Manfred von 
Richthofen (‘The Red Baron’), German WWI fighter ace, was shot down in 
France, aged 25.
90 YEARS AGO, on 25th April 1928 that the first budget was broadcast 
in the UK. Chancellor of the Exchequer Winston Churchill’s annual 
budget speech in the House of Commons was broadcast live on BBC 
radio.
80 YEARS AGO, on 9th April 1938 that the first football match was 
broadcast on television: Scotland beat England 1 - 0.
70 YEARS AGO, on 7th April 1948 that The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) was founded.
50 YEARS AGO, on 3rd April 1968 that American Baptist minister and 
Afro-American civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous 
‘I’ve Been to the Mountaintop’ speech at a rally in Memphis, Tennessee. It 
was his last ever speech, as he was assassinated the next day, aged 39. 
25 YEARS AGO, on 29th April 1993 that Queen Elizabeth II announced 
that Buckingham Palace would open to the public for the first time, to 
raise funds to repair fire damage at Windsor Castle. 
20 YEARS AGO, on 10th April 1998 that The Good Friday Agreement 
was signed in Northern Ireland.
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

1st APRIL M Reid & M Hunter Sylvia Ritchie
8th APRIL Miss E Browne Isabel McMichael
15th APRIL Miss A MacLeod Hazel Melrose
22nd APRIL Mr & Mrs Suttie Lindsay Wood
29th APRIL Mr & Mrs Dalziel Vacant

6th MAY Mrs J Rosie Henry Philip
13th MAY Mr & Mrs Beckett Fiona Paxton
20th MAY Mrs K Russell Irene Cato
27th MAY Mrs M Houston John Craik

23rd APRIL 

St. GEORGE
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The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint of England, 
St George may have been a soldier, but he was no Englishman. He was 
an officer in the Roman army under Diocletian, who refused to abandon 
his faith. Over the years St George became the example of a Christian 
fighting-man, a powerful helper against evil powers affecting individual 
lives. He was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of whom remarkable 
deeds were reported.

One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybia, 
where he found the citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon had 
forced them to surrender two sheep each day for its dinner, and when 
the sheep gave out, two of their children; and now they were about to 
sacrifice the King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St George 
encountered the little party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, 
and persuaded the sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable. 
At that moment the dragon appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting. The 
Saint charged, and drove his spear into the gaping mouth. To everyone’s 
amazement, he tumbled the monster over and over. 

Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, tied it round the 
dragon’s neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The 
sight of her approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift lead 
emptied the town. When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St George 
promised to behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus Christ 
and be baptised. 

It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ at 
once. So 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were commissioned 
to remove the dragon’s body.

St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and is usually 
portrayed trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs. Presently 
England put herself under the protection of the Saint. His day was 
declared a holiday in 1222. His flag is a red cross on a white field. 

KATRINA RUSSELL’S FUNDRAISING EVENTS
‘My daughter Julie and I are doing the Race for Life in Holyrood Park 
in June to raise some funds for Cancer Research. I’m also planning on 
doing a cake bake on Sunday 13th May and will do this in conjunction 

with the fair-trade stall’. [see page 12]
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CURRENT NEWS
GENERAL SYNOD WELCOMES MOVE TOWARDS COMMUNION WITH 
METHODIST CHURCH

The General Synod has recently welcomed a report containing proposals 
which could bring the Church of England and the Methodist Church in Great 
Britain into communion with each other. Members backed a motion welcoming 
a joint report published last year, which sets out proposals on how clergy from 
each church could become eligible to serve in the other. The report, 'Mission 
and Ministry in Covenant', which was co-written by the two churches' faith and 
order bodies, also sets out how the Methodist Church could come to have 
bishops in the historic episcopate. The motion acknowledges that there is 
further work to do to clarify a number of areas, including how the proposals 
would be worked out in practice.

THY KINGDOM COME PRAYER MOVEMENT IS BACK - AND GROWING 
LIKE WILDFIRE

Thousands of churches across the country will be joining this year's global 
ecumenical prayer movement, Thy Kingdom Come, which takes place 10th to 
20th of May. First launched by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York in 2016, 
Thy Kingdom Come has spread rapidly, beyond all expectations. In 2016 - 
100,000 Christians pledged to pray. Just one year later, in 2017 - more than half 
a million had pledged to pray, from more than 85 countries including Ghana, 
Netherlands, Malaysia, Cuba, South Africa, Australia, Korea, Japan and the 
Philippines. Considered one of the most dynamic prayer initiatives to emerge 
from the Church of England in recent years, Thy Kingdom Come is a simple 
invitation to pray between Ascension and Pentecost for friends and family to 
come to faith. Now in its third year, participation looks set to grow again. In the 
UK, in 2017 every diocese in the Church of England was involved.

PLASTIC CHALLENGE NOT JUST FOR LENT
The Lent Plastic Challenge created by the Church of England's Environment 

Programme was given considerable coverage by the media, but giving up 
plastic just for Lent is really not enough - we need to change our lifestyles 
and reduce the amount of plastic we use throughout the whole year. The 
challenge's guide for each day is easily adaptable to use every day. This is 
something everyone can use and know it really can make a difference. Only 
one percent of the plastic in our oceans floats. Pictures of uninhabited islands 



which should be idyllic show huge amounts of plastic on their beaches. We can 
all do our bit to make the Lent challenge last the year round.

CHRISTIANS CHALLENGED TO STEP BEYOND 'FEAR BARRIER' DURING 
WEEKEND OF INVITATION

Question: What scares most Christians? Easy: The thought of inviting their 
friends and family to church with them. But suppose we all got together, and 
did it as a national initiative? And so it is that the UK's first National Weekend of 
Invitation was planned. It will take place Friday 15th to Sunday 17th June 2018. 
It is hoped that tens of thousands of church members across the country will 
use the weekend to step beyond the 'fear barrier' and invite their friends and 
family to church events.

BILLY GRAHAM 
GODLY MAN WITH A 
SIMPLE MESSAGE 
Billy Graham, the renowned 
American evangelist, was 
remembered with great fondness 
by Christians the world over when 
news of his death was announced 
on Wednesday 21st February. He 
died peacefully in his sleep, aged 
99. Billy Graham leaves a unique 
legacy: he preached to more people in live audiences than anyone else 
in history - nearly 215 million of them, in 185 countries and territories. 
Hundreds of millions more were reached through television, video, film 
and webcasts. Many Christians in the UK can trace their own faith in God 
back to Billy Graham's crusade to Harringay in 1954, or Earls Court in 
1966 or 1967, or to Mission England, in 1984, as well as other, shorter 
visits. Hundreds of men went for ordination because of his preaching. 
Billy Graham's son, Franklin, writes: 'My father's journey of faith on earth 
has ended. He has been reunited with my mother and has stepped into 
the eternal joy of Heaven in the presence of his Saviour, in whom he 
placed his hope.'

9
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

1st APRIL Easter Sunday  
Symphonie No.5 iv) Adagio – Charles Marie Widor 
Symphonie No.5 v) Toccata – Charles Marie Widor
8th APRIL Martyn will be on holiday and Ian Gillespie will be playing the organ
15th APRIL    
Voluntary No. 4 - Thomas Roseingrave
Introduction and Fugue in C minor - Benjamin Cooke
22nd APRIL   
Andante from the String Quartet - Claude Debussy arranged by   
Alexandre Guilmant
Paraphrase on a theme by Handel - Alexandre Guilmant
29th APRIL   
Before the service Adagio from Sonata No.5 in C minor - Alexandre Guilmant
After the service Exultemus - Percy Whitlock

Charles Marie Widor (1844–1937) studied with F-J Fetis and Jacques Lemmens 
and he was a giant in the French musical scene in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. He wrote numerous compositions in all forms, but outside 
France, only his organ music is well-known. The fifth Symphony for solo organ 
overshadows the others, which is a pity as there are many fine movements in 
his other works that should be better known. The Adagio is placed immediately 
before the final movement to achieve the maximum contrast, being extremely 
slow and quiet. The Toccata is also a slow piece, but with a great deal of detail, 
the tempo being set by the theme in long notes in the pedal part

Thomas Roseingrave (1690–1766) was the son of Daniel Roseingrave, organist 
of Winchester Cathedral and became organist of St George’s, Hanover Square. 
He studied for some time in Italy with the Scarlattis, Alessandro and Domenico, 
and there is a detectable continental influence in his writing for organ. There 
are a number of voluntaries and fugues of which the Voluntary No. 4 is in a 
restrained style clearly intended for the beginning of the service.



'The trouble with quotes on the Internet is that 
you can never know if they are genuine.' - St Paul

Tax collector: the person who has what it takes to 
take what you have.
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Benjamin Cooke (1734–1793) was a pupil of J. C. Pepusch who assembled 
the music for John Gay’s The Beggar’s Opera. At the age of twelve he became 
assistant organist at Westminster Abbey, succeeding to the post of organist 
and master of the choristers in 1763 until his death thirty years later. He also 
composed many secular pieces, chamber music, glees and cantatas. His 
Introduction and Fugue is firmly in the tradition of the English concluding 
voluntary. 

Claude Debussy (1862–1918) was a mainstream composer, the centenary of 
whose death falls this year. Several of his works exist in arrangements for organ, 
but among the most effective is Guilmant’s transcription of the slow movement 
of his solitary string quartet, in a style which adapts itself readily to the keyboard.

Alexandre Guilmant (1837–1911) wrote a vast amount of music for his own 
instrument including eight sonatas and two symphonies for organ and orchestra 
as well as many transcriptions, such as the Debussy movement mentioned 
above. The theme by Handel that is paraphrased by Guilmant is ‘See the 
conquering hero comes’ from Judas Maccabaeus, which is much better 
known in this country as the tune sung to the words ‘Thine be the glory, risen 
conquering son’. The slow movement of the Fifth Sonata is in a recognisable 
French Romantic style that owes a considerable amount to the influence of 
Cesar Franck.

Percy Whitlock (1903–1946) was a chorister at Rochester Cathedral and 
studied at the Royal College of Music with Sir Charles Stanford and Ralph 
Vaughan Williams and Sir William Harris. He became assistant organist at 
Rochester Cathedral and later became organist of St Stephen’s, Bournemouth 
a post he combined with being Borough Organist. His early death was due to 
tuberculosis, but he still managed to compose many pieces. The title of the 
piece means in Latin ‘Let us rejoice’ and Whitlock captures the right atmosphere 
very well, achieving sufficient musical contrast without destroying the mood he 
wants to convey.



1st APRIL
Anne Burgess, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Graham Clark

8th APRIL
Sheila Capewell, Susan Mackay
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: June Wylie

15th APRIL
Graham Clark, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Liz Suttie

22nd APRIL
Gillian Brown, Jacky Harris
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

29th APRIL
Richard Black, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

6th MAY
Susanne Dalziel, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Alison Masson

13th MAY
Siobhan Gilliland, Alison Macleod
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

20th MAY
Sheila Capewell, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

27th MAY
Diane Craik, Susan MacKay
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Graham Clark

3rd JUNE
Graham Clark, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie
Evening: Richard Black

DOOR DUTIES

THE EDINBURGH ALL-ABILITY BIKE CLUB
You may recall that last May Rachel and her dad Keith Wilson 
presented a cheque for £1,000 on behalf of the Reid Memorial Church 
to the Edinburgh All-Ability Bike Club [see ReidOn... Sept 2017]. This 
was money was raised at our monthly Coffee Mornings with Home 
Baking. I have received an e-mail from David Glover, the Development 
Officer at the Bike club to say that they have now reached their target 
of £6,000 for a special side-by-side trike – yes that’s what they cost! 
David sends his sincere and grateful thanks to all at Reid Memorial for 
the kind and generous donation to help them with their project.

GRAHAM ANNAN

12
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
What a beautiful sunny day we had for our Spring Fair and Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 24th March. Although it started slowly, we finally welcomed about 80 
visitors on the day including some local regulars and some new faces. We, as 
ever, are really grateful to those who kindly donate and help out on the stalls, 
to the catering team and to all our generous customers. The final total for the 
Saturday and Sunday comes to £1,214.35, slightly up on last year and another 
truly fantastic result. 

Our next event will be the Community Coffee Morning which will be held on 
Saturday 16th June 10.00am–12.00 noon in the Large Hall. You may recall that 
at last year’s event £500 was raised towards the cost of a much needed handrail 
from the Courtyard up to the Vestry door. We are indebted to Susan Mackay who 
managed the installation of the handrail and also two small hand handrails from 
the Courtyard up to the Small Hall doors. This year we will be raising funds for 
the installation of a dish washer for the church kitchen. This will allow those who 
volunteer to make us teas and coffees on a Sunday after the Morning Service 
[and at other events] to wash up quickly.  

We have an additional date for your diary: Saturday 14th July. Two years ago 
Yla Steven and the Edinburgh Highland Reel and Strathspey Society entertained 
us with a Fiddle Concert for St Andrews Night. Yla would like to make a return 
visit to Reid Memorial on July 14th to hold another concert. On this occasion, a 
reduced number of Edinburgh Highland Reel and Strathspey Society performers 
will be present but we will also be entertained by Fiddle Frenzy, a fiddle band 
from Texas and the San Diego Children Choir – a truly international evening! 
When we have more information we will circulate this to everyone. 

The Book Shop and Dusty Bin continue to do well; with Dusty Bin donations 
this year standing at £49 and the Book Shop at £215. We would also like to say 
many thanks for your kind donations of Books, CD’s and DVD’s after the recent 
appeal. This has helped to replenish our ever dwindling stocks. As always, many 
thanks for your loyal and generous support.  

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
At Sunday Morning Coffee on 4th March and despite the best efforts of ‘the 

Beast from the East’ to keep everyone indoors and away from the Morning 
Service we raised a very respectable £129.70. This brings our new total in aid 
of the Edinburgh Children’s Hospital and Edinburgh Young Carers to £389.80; 
both local charities supporting children and young people. We sincerely thank 
you for your on-going support and donations.
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The next issue of REIDON... will be 
May. Please send Linda any articles or 
notices by 20th April - see page 2 for 
contact details.
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RAINBOW GUIDES
Rainbow Guides (age 5-7 years) continue to thrive at Reid Memorial and our 
waiting lists continue. Thankfully some other nearby groups have had a few 
spaces recently and we have managed to get girls places there.

The Wednesday group (27th) have had a few nice outings this year, including 
a beach walk, soft play and tea at Portobello, and a trip to the Christmas 
pantomime at the Churchill Theatre, followed by a meal.  (We've been very 
impressed with the girl’s behaviour in restaurants!) We also celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of Rainbows with a 'Mermaid Mayhem' badge, which we used for 
our theme for our Sleepover in Millar Scout Hall in November.

As Nicola our Unit Guider is now also the Rainbows Residential Adviser 
for Edinburgh, we hope to have an extra Sleepover before the summer, and 
maybe help other groups who don't yet have the licence to take girls away 
overnight. Unfortunately the leaders of the Thursday group all graduated and 
left Edinburgh in the summer, so we had to temporarily close their group (27A) 
for a couple of months while the Commissioners sought out and trained some 
excellent new leaders who are now in place! 

We are always happy to hear from anyone interested in volunteering, or 
for registering daughters, granddaughters etc.  All enquiries should be made 
at www.girlguiding.org.uk or join us or call the office on 0131 225 4154. (We 
accept applications from girls upwards of 3 years old, as it helps us to plan 
Thanks again to the Church for your support throughout the year.  It is much 
appreciated.

THANKS TO KATRINA RUSSELL, for the last ten years, people at Reid 
Memorial have been able to buy and enjoy Fairtrade foods sold right there 
at coffee every Sunday morning. The Fairtrade initiative directs profits back 
to farmers and growers from poor communities overseas. It was brought to 
the Reid by the late Kate Cavaye when she was World Church Committee 
Convener. Katrina’s hard work has ensured Fairtrade has continued while being 
gradually adopted by the large supermarkets. Thank you, Katrina! 

DAVID WHITE WORLD CHURCH COMMITTEE CONVENER


