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As we approach the festive season many people prepare to 
travel to be with family or friends for Christmas. In reading 
the Christmas story you will also see that there is much travelling 
involved. Mary and Joseph travelled form Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
a long arduous journey especially when Mary was heavily pregnant. 
I would imagine that it was a journey full of emotion and anticipation. What a 
privilege but also such a responsibility for Mary about to give birth to God’s son, 
the saviour of the world. There must have been times on that journey when they 
both wondered if in saying yes to God they were doing the right thing. Think of the 
scandal and the ridicule they must have received when people heard about Mary’s 
pregnancy. On arriving in Bethlehem it is suggested that Joseph visited some of 
his relatives requesting a room for the night. However, when they saw Mary in her 
condition they closed the door on their face. Perhaps this was one of the reasons 
they were unsuccessful at finding a room in the Inn, having arrived late.

Then there were the Shepherds, who left their flock on the Bethlehem hillside 
to visit the new arrival, having heard the host of angels singing overhead of the 
saviours birth. Shepherds were considered ceremonially unclean due to their 
jobs. They were not allowed to worship in synagogue or temple. In the eyes of the 
religious authorities they were cast aside. And yet it was too the shepherds that 
the glorious news of Christ’s birth was first announced. I wonder if it ever occurred 
to them as they travelled towards the inn that their lives were going to change, for 
having worshipped the new born king their life’s would never be the same again.  I 
would imagine that they returned to their flocks with a new song in their hearts 
even though there were those who cast them aside, God had not. 

And, what of the Wise men? They too made a costly journey, following a star. 
We know that the journey was long and hazardous. At times they must have 
wondered if they had got their calculations right. Perhaps they even questioned 
if they were on the right track, had they taken the right path. We know from 
Matthew’s gospel, who alone records this story, that the Wise men entered a house 
not a stable when they arrived to worship Christ the king. Having worshipped him 
we are told that they went home by another way.

Yet the most adventurous, the costliest, the most sacrificial journey of all was that 

FROM THE MINISTER
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made by God himself. For we read that God came to earth in the person of his son 
Jesus Christ. He left the glory of heaven to come to earth out his great love for us 
all. This was no easy journey, nor was it a journey that ended when Christ was born, 
but continued to a cross on Calvary’s hill where Christ was crucified for you and 
me.  Yet having died, that our sins might be forgiven, and rising again, conquering 
the power of death that we might receive the gift of eternal life we too may travel 
with him on the journey of faith. We worship not a historical Jesus but someone 
who is alive for evermore. He is Emmanuel God with us. 

As we travel towards Christmas we too can be caught up in the hustle and 
bustle of the season. Sometimes we can see Christmas far enough as we search for 
presents or write and send cards or even decorate the home with the decorations 
and festive lights. Yet it can also be a time to travel closer with Christ in faith. As 
Christians we are on a journey that will not end till we see and worship Christ face 
to face.  Regardless then of all the Christmas tinsel and glitter let us remember the 
real reason for the season and travel forward with Jesus not only at Christmas time 
but into the year ahead.

Every blessing this Christmas, ALEX

ENDING 
HOMELESSNESS 

On 9th December I’ll be sleeping out in 
Princes Street Gardens to support Social Bite 
in their plans to address the homelessness 
problem in Scotland. Alongside this event, 
Social Bite has commissioned a comprehensive 
study from Heriot Watt University, to be released 
in September, entitled 'Eradicating Core Homelessness in Scotland'. 
Almost every single ground level homelessness charity in Scotland as well 
as the Scottish Government is contributing to the study in a series of focus 
groups. This study will shape a plan to eradicate homelessness in Scotland. 

This is something that is close to my heart and I’m hoping to raise some 
money for this worthwhile cause. If you feel able to help me, I’ll have my 
sponsor sheet at church over the next few weeks. If you want to find out 
more: www.sleepinthepark.co.uk/our-plan. Thank you. 

LINDA FARRER



DEAR FRIENDS, Thank you to everyone for the lovely presentation you gave me at 
the Thanksgiving Service on 24th September. Being the Treasurer of the Reid has been 
a big part of my life over the years and standing down allows me to focus on family 
commitments. I wish my successor Judith Smeaton my very best wishes and I know your 
finances are in very capable hands. Thank you again it was so much appreciated. ELAINE
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SERVICES
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All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas unless otherwise stated. 

3rd December 10:30am  HOLY COMMUNION

3rd December 6:30pm HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary
10th December 10:30am  GIFT SERVICE

17th December 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP & NATIVITY PRESENTATION
24th December 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

24th December 11:30pm ‘CANDLELIT’ WATCHNIGHT SERVICE

25th December 10:30am FAMILY SERVICE (children bring their gifts)
31st December 10:30am END OF YEAR SERVICE 

conducted by Rev Alastair MacGregor

7th January 2018 10:30am EPIPHANY
HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary at the end of the service

14th January 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 
21st January 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

28th January 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP
conducted by Rev Bill Brown

CRAIGMILLAR PARK CHURCH
Sunday 17th December 6:30pm SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

led by St Margaret’s Singers and Church Choir, conducted by John Cranston 
and accompanied on the organ by Martyn Strachan

Friday 26th January 2018 BURNS SUPPER 
in the church hall [No further details at this time.]

FUNERAL
20th October 2017 Mr William Fox, formerly of Watertoun Road   (D21)
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
DECEMBER
200 YEARS AGO: on 7th Dec 1817 that William Bligh, British Royal 
Navy officer and colonial administrator, died. Best known as the captain 
of HMS Bounty when a historic mutiny (the Mutiny on the Bounty) took 
place in 1789. 

150 YEARS AGO: on 6th Dec 1867 that (Marie) Jean Pierre Flourens, 
French physiologist and educator died. He was the first person to prove 
that the mind is located in the brain and not the heart. He was also a 
pioneer of anaesthesia. 

125 YEARS AGO: on 18th Dec 1892 that Tchaikovsky’s ballet The 
Nutcracker was performed for the first time, at the Mariinsky Theatre, in 
St Petersburg, Russia.

100 YEARS AGO: on 9th Dec 1917 that during the Battle of Jerusalem, 
the Ottoman Empire surrendered the city to the British. On 11th Dec, 
the British General Edmund Allenby entered the city on foot (rather than 
horseback or vehicle) as a mark of respect, becoming the first Christian 
to control the city in 500 years.

75 YEARS AGO: on 1st Dec 1942 that the British Government 
published the Beveridge Report, which formed the basis of the welfare 
state. 

60 YEARS AGO: on 25th Dec 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas 
Message was televised for the first time. 

50 YEARS AGO: on 3rd Dec 1967 that the world’s first successful 
human heart transplant was performed by a team led by Dr Christian 
Barnard in Cape Town. The patient, Louis Washkansky, survived for 18 
days before dying from pneumonia due to a weakened immune system. 

40 YEARS AGO: on 16th Dec 1977 that Heathrow Central (now 
Heathrow Terminals 1,2, 3) opened at Heathrow Airport as a station 
on the London Underground. It was the first airport in the world to be 
directly served by its city’s underground railway system.
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30 YEARS AGO: on 25th Dec 1987 that in the British TV soap opera 
Coronation Street, Hilda Ogden left the street to become her doctor’s 
housekeeper in the country. It was one of the most-watched episodes in 
the show’s history. 

20 YEARS AGO: on 11th Dec 1997 that Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams 
met British Prime Minister Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street – the first Irish 
Republican leader to do so since Michael Collins in 1921.

10 YEARS AGO: on 23rd Dec 2007 that the British royal family launched 
The Royal Channel on the video sharing website YouTube.

FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

3rd DECEMBER Mr & Mrs Dalziel June Oliver

10th DECEMBER Mr & Mrs Beckett Alison MacLeod

17th DECEMBER Mrs J Rosie Christmas Flowers

24th DECEMBER Christmas Flowers

31st DECEMBER Christmas Flowers

7th JANUARY 2018 Mrs K Russell Mary Marrs

14th JANUARY Mrs M Houston Eniz Thomson

21st JANUARY M Reid & M Hunter A & R Black

28th JANUARY Miss E Browne Elizabeth Morrison

We would like to say a big thank you to all the kind and generous people 
who donate to the Flower Fund, allowing us to decorate the Church each 
week.  After the Sunday Service the flowers are delivered by our loyal band of 
distributors to members who are unwell or going through difficult times.  If you 
would like to donate please add your name to the Flower Board at the back of 
the Church or put your donation into the box below the board. Many thanks 
and Best Wishes for 2018. THE LADIES ON THE FLOWER TEAM
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Some people have near-death 
experiences... Lazarus should 
be their patron saint. Except that 
he went all the way, and died for four 
days. He was quiet in his tomb and the 
mourners of Bethany were in full swing - before Jesus called him back to 
life. (See John 11:1–44.)

What happened next to Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary? The 
New Testament never tells us, but there are some clues from early church 
history and legends. 

It seems that Lazarus became very popular with the early Christian 
Church because he was living evidence that Jesus could bring people 
back from the dead. It also seems that Lazarus was NOT popular with 
the local Jews, for the very same reason. They wanted to forget Jesus, 
and here Lazarus was still walking around, talking about resurrection...

So eventually some exasperated Jews decided to act. According to an 
early Eastern tradition, they placed Lazarus and his sisters into a leaky 
boat and set them adrift in the Mediterranean... where the little boat 
carried them safely to Cyprus. Here Lazarus became bishop and lived for 
another 30 years. 

Another, later, tradition has it that the boat had no rudder or oars, 
but still bore them safely to Gaul, where Lazarus founded a church 
and became the first bishop of Marseilles, so to speak... until he was 
martyred under Domitian (81-96AD). 

Either way, second time round, Lazarus stayed dead. But it was 
thought he was still at work. By the late Middle Ages, anyone who had 
a vision of the after-life knew just whom to thank for this ‘postcard from 
heaven’ – St Lazarus!

7 DECEMBER 
LAZARUS OF 
BETHANY 
BACK FROM 
THE TOMB
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THE MAN WHO 
MARRIED MARY
The traditional Nativity scene on our Christmas cards has Mary with the 
Holy Babe. Around her are the shepherds and Magi. We may also see 
stable animals, angels and a star! While Joseph is often included, his 
presence seems to be of minor importance. After all, we praise God for 
Jesus with our familiar Christmas carols, mentioning angels, shepherds, 
Wise men and Mary but the name of Joseph is absent! Why is Joseph 
given a low profile? For he is a man to be remembered.

Joseph was a resident of Nazareth. He worked as a carpenter and 
his skills would have included making furniture, repairing buildings 
and crafting agricultural tools. Although Joseph had an honourable 
profession, he would not have been a man of great wealth.

The gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Joseph a few brief mentions. 
After the birth of Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the temple in Jerusalem to 
dedicate the Baby to God. Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to escape the 
wrath of Herod and much later return to Nazareth. Twelve years later, Mary 
and Joseph go with Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. Here they 
lose Jesus, and find Him in the Temple talking with religious leaders!

Apart from these verses, the New Testament is silent about the rest 
of Joseph’s life. However, we do know that Joseph was father to other 
children by Mary. His four sons are named 
and they had at least two daughters. (See 
Matthew 13:55)

And we also know that Joseph was 
someone who quietly and humbly took on 
the awesome role in caring for the early 
life of the Son of God. Joseph would 
have taught Jesus many things – not just 
the skills of a labourer, but the lore of the 
countryside which was evident in our 
Lord’s teaching. Jesus grew up within 
a loving family and described God as 
‘Father’, knowing also the good fatherly 
qualities of Joseph.
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In the Christmas story, Joseph is placed into a situation that brought 
him misunderstanding and suspicion. But Joseph remained faithful in the 
knowledge that as long as God had spoken, the opinion of others mattered 
little. Before Jesus began His ministry it is believed that Joseph died. It is likely 
Jesus took on many of his father’s responsibilities before He left home.

In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody. He was not a man of valour, 
fame and fortune. But he was the one who had parental responsibility for the 
greatest person who has ever lived!

It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with ineffectiveness. Down the 
ages, God has used many ordinary people to accomplish great things. God 
continues to use ordinary people. Like Joseph, we need to know that doing 
God’s will is the most important thing in life. May we, this Christmas, respond to 
God’s call to us and please Him in all that we do.

BY LESTER AMANN

BOOK REVIEWS
#GODWITHUS
Various authors, Church House Publishing, various prices (single, £1.50; pack 
of 10, £12.50; pack of 50 £55)
God With Us is a short, colourful booklet for Christmas that explores the 
Christian faith. It offers 13 simple reflections that unpack the constant refrain 
of Christmas readings and carols – that God is with us. It makes an ideal gift for 
churches to offer visitors at Christmas services and events. 

HARK! THE BIOGRAPHY OF CHRISTMAS
By Paul Kerensa, Lion Hudson, £7.99
In this delightful sleigh ride through Christmas history, Paul Kerensa answers 
the festive questions you never thought to ask… Did Cromwell help shape the 
mince pie? Was St Nicholas the first to use an automatic door? Which classic 
Christmas crooners were inspired by a Hollywood heatwave? And did King 
Herod really have a wife called Doris? Whether you mull on wine or enjoy 
the biggest turkey, the biggest tree or the biggest credit card bill, unwrap 
your story through our twelve dates of Christmas past. From Roman revelry to 
singing Bing, via Santa, Scrooge and a snoozing saviour, this timeless tale is 
perfect trivia fodder for the Christmas dinner table.
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As traditional Christmas carols go, the song Good King Wenceslas 
is unusual in a number of ways. The song has been used throughout 
popular culture in countless Christmas related films and television 
programmes. Yet the lyrics make no reference to Christmas. In fact, the 
song has no connection to Christmas whatsoever. The story told in the 
carol actually takes place the day after Christmas on December 26, the 
Feast of St. Stephen. 

Written in 1853 by the Rev. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), the lyrics 
to Good King Wenceslas were inspired by the life history of Wenceslaus 
I (907–935). Wenceslas (also known as “Václav the Good”) was the Duke 
of Bohemia (now the Czech Republic) from 921 until his assassination in 
935. Following his death, Wenceslaus was canonized as a saint due to his 
martyr’s death, as well as several purported miracles that occurred after 
his death. Revered for his kindness to the poor, Wenceslaus is the patron 
saint of the Czech people and the Czech Republic. 

Good King Wenceslas tells the story of a King and his page on a 
journey as they brave the harsh winter weather. One night on the 
Feast Day of St. Stephen, they observe a poor man collecting wood. 
Wenceslaus asks his page to find out where the poor man lives and to 
gather meat, drink, and firewood so that they can bring it to the poor 
man’s home. 

During the journey, the page is about 
to give up the struggle against the cold 
weather. Wenceslaus tells his page to 
follow in his footsteps. Miraculously, as the 
servant steps into the king’s footprints, he 
feels the warmth of the king’s generosity 
emanating in the snow and is able to 
go on. Although there is no mention of 
Christmas in this traditional Christmas 
carol, its message of kindness, 
generosity, and giving to those less 
fortunate than ourselves, is what makes 
it so fitting. May we always strive to 
emulate the Good King’s example; not 
only on Christmas, but every day.

GOOD KING WENCESLAS
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

3rd DECEMBER [Communion]
Le Jardin Suspendu - Jehan Alain 
Rhapsody on Helmsley - W Lloyd Webber

10th DECEMBER 
Improvisation on Blaenwern - J Stuart Archer
Three Preludes on Welsh Hymn Tunes No. 3, on Hyfrydol - Ralph Vaughan Williams

17th DECEMBER 
Chorale Prelude on Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme BWV 645 - J S Bach
Chorale Prelude on Nun komm der Heiden Heiland BWV 659 - J S Bach
Prelude in C major BWV 547 (i) - J S Bach

24th DECEMBER 
Three Carol Preludes - Richard Drakeford
Introduction and Finale from Variations sur un Noel - Marcel Dupre

31st DECEMBER 
Chorale Prelude Das alte jahr vergangen ist BWV 614 - J S Bach
Chorale Prelude In dir ist Freude - BWV 615 - J S Bach

Jehan Alain (1911–1940) studied with Paul Dukas, George Caussade, Roger 
Ducasse and Marcel Dupre at the Paris Conservatoire. He was mobilised into the 
army in September 1939 and, while acting as a motorcycle despatch rider, he 
was killed in action in June 1940. During the previous ten years he had produced 
some exceptional, original and evocative music. Le Jardin Suspendu hints at 
musical impressionism and it should create an atmosphere of mystery. 

W S Lloyd Webber (1914–1982) was for many years organist of the Central 
Hall, Westminster. The father of both Andrew and Julian Lloyd Webber, he was 
a skilled composer who wrote much for the parish organist. He never attempted 
profundity, but pieces like the Rhapsody on Helmsley are entirely suitable for the 
season, since Helmsley is the tune to which the words ‘Lo! He comes with clouds 
descending’ are sung.
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J Stuart Archer (1866–c.1953) held a number of appointments in the London 
area and was well-known as a recitalist. A prolific composer of both short 
pieces and concert works, many were never published. His Improvisation on 
Blaewern is a freer treatment of the melody than is usual in the chorale prelude 
form and it has been chosen to complement the piece by Vaughan Williams 
which will conclude the service.

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) was a mainstream composer whose 
works include nine symphonies, numerous choral works and concerti for a 
variety of instruments. Organist of St Barnabas Church, Pimlico as a young 
man, he wrote only a few pieces for the instrument and the Three Hymn Tune 
Preludes are the most frequently played. His treatment of the tune Hyfrydol is 
vigorous and harmonically unexpected in places.

J S Bach’s (1685–1750) chorale preludes on these themes are the best-known 
examples of his seasonal organ works for Advent. The first expresses an 
evocation to the Redeemer and the second treats the most famous Lutheran 
chorale Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme which portrays the watchman 
heralding the coming of Christ. The Prelude in C major uses a compound time 
figure (9/8) which is associated with the season of the Epiphany and is also to 
be found in the first movement of Bach’s Advent Cantata which celebrates the 
coming of the three kings to the Christ-Child. The two New Year preludes are 
specifically for the last day of the year; the first mourns the passing of the old 
year and the second is a joyful celebration of the new, with a bell-like figure in 
both the manual and pedal writing.

Richard Drakeford (1936–) attended Westminster Abbey Choir School and 
Worcester College, Oxford. He later became Director of Music and Harrow 
School. His Three Carol Preludes treat the tunes ‘A Virgin unspotted’, ‘Adeste 
Fideles’ and ‘Joseph Dearest’ and are in a recognisably mid-twentieth-century 
style which still manages to capture the appropriate atmosphere.

Marcel Dupre (1886–1971) studied at the Paris Conservatoire with 
both Alexandre Guilmant and Charles Marie Widor. He became known 
internationally as a recitalist, composer and teacher. The Variations sur un Noël 
Op 20 are comparatively early and are among his most frequently played 
works. The melody in question is sung in this country to the words ‘Now the 
green blade riseth’, which are associated more with the Easter season.
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3rd DECEMBER
Sheila Capewell, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett
Evening: Richard Black

10th DECEMBER
Anne Burgess, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: June Wylie

17th DECEMBER
Susanne Dalziel, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Graham Clark

24th DECEMBER
Richard Black, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Liz Suttie

31st DECEMBER
Siobhan Gilliland, Morag Reid
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

7th JANUARY 2018
Gillian Brown, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Alison Masson

14th JANUARY
Diane Craik, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

21st JANUARY
Linda Farrer, Alison Macleod
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

28th JANUARY
Susanne Dalziel, Susan Mackay
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Graham Clark

4th FEBRUARY
Graham Clark, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

11th FEBRUARY
Anne Burgess, Jacky Harris
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: June Wylie

18th FEBRUARY
Sheila Capewell, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Liz Suttie

25th FEBRUARY
Siobhan Gilliland, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson 
Welcome table: June Wylie

4th MARCH
Gillian Brown, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie
Evening: Richard Black

11th MARCH
Linda Farrer, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

18th MARCH
Susanne Dalziel, Morag Reid
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

25th MARCH
Diane Craik, Alison Macleod
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

DOOR DUTIES
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FUNDRAISING 
COMMITTEE
What a great day we had on Saturday 18th November for the Christmas Fair 
and Coffee morning, although it was a bit of a ‘nippy’ morning, the sun shone 
and it was dry. We had in excess of 120 visitors many of whom live locally and 
now regularly attend on Fair days. We were also delighted to welcome visitors 
from Craigmillar Park and our interim moderator Neil Gardiner. There was 
a great mix of stalls including Bric-a-Brac, Fair Trade, Home Baking, Flower 
Ladies, Craft and Chat Ladies, Jewellery, Christmas Gifts and Book Shop. We 
had another very successful Prize Hamper Draw with 29 hampers and 456 
tickets were sold. 

A very big thank you to all those that helped out on the day; to the Home 
Mission Team for looking after the catering; to Martyn for playing the piano; to 
the Book Shop Team for looking after the books; to all who helped layout the 
hall, donated items and manned the stalls and who help tidy up afterwards.  It’s 
all very much appreciated. The really good news is that we took the incredible 
sum of £2,088.76 – a truly brilliant figure. 

Our Book Shop continues to do very well with this year’s total up on last year 
and currently standing at £1,131. Dusty Bin is also doing well and realised £236 
– almost double that of 2016. Finally, the Fundraising Committee would like to 
wish you all very best wishes for the Festive Season and for 2018 and sincerely 
thanks you for your continued support and donations.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
On Sunday 5th November we held our most recent Home Baking Stall at 

Sunday morning coffee. We took £121.80 on the day and thanks also to a 
generous donation of £50 our new total now stands at £893.60 in support 
of Fresh Start. After our next Home Baking stall on 3rd December we will 
hopefully reach our target of £1,000. Our next collection will be split between 
two charities namely the Edinburgh Young Carers Project and the Edinburgh 
Children’s Hospital Charity both local organisations supporting children and 
young people in need of help and support. Sincere thank you to all who donate 
and support these monthly events. 

Please note there will be no Home Baking stall in January.
GRAHAM ANNAN
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REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be 
February 2018. Please send Linda any 
articles or notices by  the 19th January - 
see page 2 for contact details.

WWW.REIDMEMORIAL.ORG.UK
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The date was set in heaven above
When love come down upon this earth,
A stable bare, a bed of straw,
The setting for the Saviour’s birth

Shepherds out upon the hillside
‘Watching o'er their flocks by night’,
When angels telling of a baby
In splendour, burst upon their sight

Signs were seen in distant lands
With wise men travelling from afar
Having searched the skies at night
Came following His natal star.

As we hear the Christmas message,
If we think these things are true,
We could come to seek this baby
We could be like wise men too.

BY MEGAN CARTER

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE


