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Back in the days before electricity, a tight-fisted old farmer was 
taking his hired man to task for carrying a lighted lantern when 
he went to call on his girlfriend.

“Why, when I went acourting young ladies, I never carried a 
lantern. I always went in the dark” the farmer said. “Yes” said the 
young man, and looked what you ended up with”. (joke)

The first Sunday in February was traditionally called ‘Candlemas’. As 
the name suggests, candles were distributed that Sunday and when each 
worshipper held a lighted candle, the dark medieval church would be a blaze 
of light. Candlemas celebrated the strengthening of the light after the darkest 
days of winter were over. But, more importantly, it celebrated the gift of Jesus 
Christ to be the light of the world, the light that is never darkened no matter 
how gloomy and severe our winters. They would remember Simeon in the 
Temple, holding the infant Jesus in his arms and calling him, ”A light to lighten 
the Gentiles”. They might remember John’s words about God’s light in Christ-
‘The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never mastered it”

To this day, light makes a huge difference to our lives. Light brings life. If 
you turned the sun off tomorrow, every plant on the planet would die and we 
would all starve to death. 

Light brings warmth and energy. In the winter months we wear warm 
clothing to protect us from the cold. In the middle of the summer and the sun 
is shining down on us we sometimes strip down to a t-shirt and shorts.-light 
brings warmth.

Light brings joy. In dark and dismal days we can feel quite low. In some 
countries where it is dark for several months people suffer greatly from 
depression. Light on the other hand can lift one’s spirit and change one’s 
attitude to life itself.

Light brings love. Throughout Jesus’s earthly ministry he reflected the light 
of God’s love in everything he said and did. He made it very clear that God’s 
love was for all and not just for a chosen few. Knowing that we are loved makes 
all the difference in the world. God’s perfect glory is to be seen in the face of 
perfect love. This love we see in Jesus.

FROM THE MINISTER
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Yet not only does Jesus claim to be the light of the world, but he calls 
those who follow him to be his lights also. In other words we are to be Christ’s 
reflectors by his spirit within us.  We live in a darkened age. 2017 wasn’t an easy 
year. Terrorist attacks, natural disasters, wars, refugees, the fire in the tenement 
building in Kensington to name but a few brought heartache and despair to 
many, and who knows what 2018 might bring. Yet, thankfully many people 
rallied to help those in need.  As Christians we are called to reflect Christ’s 
love, joy, care and compassion in the things we say and do, to help lighten 
their load.  This is equally true as Christ’s church. We are called to be a shining 
church where one is welcome and all are cared for.  In so doing people will see 
that Christ loves them and God cares for them.

Every blessing, ALEX

ANNETTE McCLUSKEY
We pay tribute to the life of Annette McCluskey, who died recently, a 

music teacher by profession and long serving member of Reid Memorial 
Church. Annette helped Susan MacKay with the music and singing in the 
Sunday Club for many years. She sang in the choir, played the organ on 

occasions and was always willing to play the piano for social events.

GRANT DOUGLAS, MBE
For those who have not already heard, Alex 
and Jill’s son Grant, who suffers from cerebral 
palsy, designed and marketed a special spoon 
(pictured), which enables him and fellow 
sufferers to feed themselves without too 
many spills! In recognition of his achievement, 
and services to the disabled, Grant has been 
awarded an MBE in the New Year’s Honours 
list. Alex and Jill are extremely proud of 
him, and are very much looking forward to 
Grant’s investiture at Buckingham Palace. 
Congratulations indeed to Grant!

You can find out more 
about the S’up Spoon at 
www.sup-products.com
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SERVICES
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All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas unless otherwise stated. 

Sunday 4th February 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 
with Blessing of baby George Dunbar

HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary at the end of the service

Sunday 11th February 10:30am 
MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 18th February 10:30am 
MORNING WORSHIP: First Sunday in Lent

Sunday 25th February 10:30am
MORNING WORSHIP: Second Sunday in Lent

Sunday 4th March 10:30am HOLY COMMUNION
6:30pm HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Thursday 29th March MAUNDY THURSDAY

Friday 30th March GOOD FRIDAY

Sunday 1st April EASTER SUNDAY

WELCOME
By Profession of Faith Miss Jemima T Harrison, Macdowall Road (D21)

By Resolution of the Kirk Session Mr Michael Satterthwaite, Mortonhall Road (D7)
By Certificates of Transference from Blackhall St. Columba’s

Rev. Alex and Mrs Jill Douglas, Dalgety Bay

DEATHS
13th November Dr. Jeremy Cull, formerly Lothian Road (D33) (see page 16)

29th November Rev. William Brown, Blackford Grange (D15) 
10th December Mr William McLean, Rankin Drive (D7)

21st December Mrs Dorothy Ferguson, latterly Cluny Lodge NH (D32)
9th January Mrs Irene Smith, latterly St. Margaret’s NH (D42) 

11th January Miss Annette McCluskey latterly Cluny Lodge NH (D13) (see opposite)
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
FEBRUARY
80 YEARS AGO, on 24th Feb 1938, that the first toothbrushes with 
nylon bristles were introduced, by Du Pont. Until then toothbrushes had 
been made from the hair of boars or hogs.

65 YEARS AGO, on 5th Feb 1953, that sweet rationing ended in Britain

Also 65 YEARS AGO, on 28th Feb 1953, that British scientists Francis 
Clark and James D. Watson announced that they had discovered the 
double-helix structure of DNA.

60 YEARS AGO, on 6th Feb 1958, that the Munich air disaster took 
place. A plane carrying the Manchester United Football team, plus 
support staff and journalists, crashed while attempting to take off from 
a slush-covered runway at Munich-Riem Airport. 23 people were killed, 
including 8 players.

50 YEARS AGO, on 19th Feb 1968, that the Thalidomide scandal’s 
first compensation payments were awarded in Britain to 62 children 
born with deformities because their mothers had taken the drug during 
pregnancy. (Around 400 British children in all were affected.)

25 YEARS AGO, on 12th Feb 1993, that two ten-year-old boys 
abducted two-year-old James Bulger from a shopping centre near 
Liverpool. His mutilated body was found on a railway line nearby two 
days later. They were charged with abduction and murder.

20 YEARS AGO, on 23rd Feb 1998, that Osama bin Laden issued a 
fatwa against all Jews and Crusaders.

15 YEARS AGO, on 1st Feb 2003, that the US space shuttle Columbia 
disintegrated over Texas during re-entry, killing all seven astronauts

ALSO 15 YEARS AGO, on 17th Feb 2003, that London’s Congestion 
Charge scheme began.



7

2nd FEBRUARY 

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST 
IN THE TEMPLE / CANDLEMAS
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas 
season on Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after 
Christmas Day itself.

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby 
boy: it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all 
good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child 
- to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new mother, 
was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple.

So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the 
New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed 
the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day. The 
Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles 
for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas.

The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40 
with Simeon’s great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus is. 
He took Jesus into his arms and said the words which are now known as 
the Nunc dimittis. He was saying to God that he could now die happily 
because he had seen the Saviour.

WORLD CHURCH COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST FEW WEEKS
We’re continuing to support Edinburgh Direct Aid (see page 19), the last 
appeal having gone well, and liaising with Craigmillar Park. Look out for an appeal 
as we approach the next convoy in April. We continued our support for James 
Gillespies High School’s South Africa trip by hosting a visit by the trip 
leader, Ian Porter, on 26th November. Our appeal for Blythswood’s Shoe Box 
collection for orphaned children in eastern Europe - for shoeboxes and helper-
volunteers - was completed in November. We intend to continue to support this 
year’s appeal. Our support for the Kirk’s World Mission Council used stamp 
collection continues to run well, with generous bundles of used stamps gathered 
in the postbox. Christian Aid Week will be 13th- 19th May this year. Meanwhile, 
thank you so much for the generous support you give to brothers and sisters 
overseas. - DAVID WHITE CONVENER



8

FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

4th FEBRUARY Mr & Mrs Beckett Cath Reid
11th FEBRUARY Miss A MacLeod E & D Mathieson
18th FEBRUARY Mr & Mrs Suttie Vacant
25th FEBRUARY Mr & Mrs Dalziel Vacant

4th MARCH Mrs K Russell Wilton
11th MARCH Mrs J Rosie Alice Schaupp
18th MARCH Mrs M Houston Lydia Scott
25th MARCH Mr & Mrs Beckett Maisie Jamieson

We would like to say a big thank you to all the kind and generous people 
who donate to the Flower Fund, allowing us to decorate the Church each 
week.  After the Sunday Service the flowers are delivered by our loyal band 
of distributors to members who are unwell or going through difficult times.  If 
you would like to donate please add your name to the Flower Board at the 
back of the Church or put your donation into the box below the board. Many 
thanks and Best Wishes for 2018. THE LADIES ON THE FLOWER TEAM

HOW MUCH DO CHRISTIAN 
CHARITIES RECEIVE?
The Salvation Army Trust is bigger than you probably think it is: it has the 
largest annual income among ten of the biggest Christian charities in 
the UK, according to recent data submitted to the Charity Commission. 
The trust’s income for 2016 was £209 million, which includes £126 
million in fund-raising, making it also the highest fund-raiser on the list. 
Second highest was Christian Aid, with £107 million, and in third place 
came the Methodist Church’s Independent Schools Trust (MIST), which 
had an annual income of £99,868,000. World Vision came fourth, with 
£95,372,000, and Tearfund came fifth, with £72,162,000.
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27th FEBRUARY 

THE VICAR’S A POET 
On 27th February the Church Calendar celebrates George Herbert. 

For those who are muttering ‘never heard of him’, just think of the hymn 
‘Let all the world in every corner sing’, which he wrote, along with several 
other hymns which are still popular, even if they are well over 300 years 
old. In the course of his short life he was a graduate of Cambridge 
University, a favoured politician of King James, a distinguished poet, and 
a much-loved parish priest at Bemerton, in Wiltshire.

He was born in Wales but grew up in a wealthy family in England. As 
a student he felt called to ordination, but when he graduated he was 
drawn instead into the government of the time. As a protégé of King 
James (the one of the ‘King James Bible’) he could have pursued a 
career in government, but that youthful call persisted and after a while 
he turned instead to the ministry of the Church 
of England. It was an era when many clergy 
were absentee incumbents, paying someone 
else to do the parish work while they lived 
elsewhere, but Herbert set himself to be a true 
parish priest, noted for his pastoral care and 
practical support of his parishioners. The whole 
of his ministry was fulfilled in that one parish, 
until he died at 39 from what we would now 
call tuberculosis. It is of course his hymns for 
which he is chiefly remembered today.

A FEW HIGHLIGHTS FROM SUNDAY 
CLUB’S LAST FEW MONTHS include taking 
a trolley-collection for Basics Bank at Harvest 
(pictured), and delivering our Nativity 
presentation, Look What We Found in the Attic. 
The children enjoyed a wee Christmas party with 
party food and games.  The regular sessions 
have included videos and text-chat, and the 
younger ones had fun making paper fish for a 
‘fishers of men’ straw game. DAVID & FIONA
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS
The gift service seems a long way away now, but I just wanted to tell you a 
little about what happened to them after the service on the 10th December.

I had arranged to take them from the church to Castleview School later that 
week. It took my husband and I several trips from the church out to our car 
carrying all the Christmas bags and toys, and wrapping paper.

The back of our large car, and the back seats were piled high with all the 
lovely donations when I set off to Castleview, arranging to be there well 
before interval when the school children may have seen the car delivering the 
presents.

Ms Watt met me at the door, and I explained it was not a tidy load, and may 
take some transferring, “no problem,” she said, and directed me to park near 
a fire door. She bustled into the room, where a meeting was in full swing with 
social workers, carers, teachers, and other officials, and told them she needed 
their help, opening the fire door as she spoke.

Work was laid aside, and 8 professionals trooped out to my car and 
collected armfuls of presents, and deposited them in the corner of the room 
where they had been meeting. The job was done in less than 5 minutes, with 
lots of laughs and happy comments, the fire door was then closed up again, 
and they sat down to resume their meeting. All in the course of a days work I 
guess! 

As I drove away Ms Watt gave me a big wave, and asked that I pass on her 
thanks again for all your kind gifts. I am sure we made Christmas a little happier 
for these children in Craigmillar. Well done all!

SUSAN MACKAY

LENTEN VALENTINES
During this month Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day, share the 
same date! It seems an odd mix, yet there is an obvious link: love! Lent, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday, is about learning how to love God more, 
as we give Him space in our lives. It’s also an opportunity to reflect on 
Jesus’ experience in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13). Valentine was Christ’s 
follower, committed to sharing God’s love with others. We know little 
about him, except that he was a priest who lived in the 3rd Century AD 
and was martyred on 14th February.
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OAK TABLE RESTORED
How many of you have noticed, at the back of the church, at the right hand 
side as you look towards the altar, that there is a “new” table, displaying the 
various leaflets and notices?

I say “new”, but new it certainly is not. It is a big oak table, which has been 
in the church for many years -we don’t know when it first became part of our 
grand furnishings - but over time it had become “spare, unnecessary, surplus to 
requirements” and has spent the last few years upended in the chair store off 
the large hall.

When the rewiring job was started in the summer, the table was in the way. 
What would we do with it? Was it worth saving? (Because, by this time, we had 
discovered there had been a leak in the chair store, and the big oak table had 
become spoiled by water damage at one end.)

Luckily, one of my willing workers, Mary Allan, was about when we were 
discussing it one Sunday, and she said she would like to work on it, sand it 
down, and repair it! Wonderful! 

It was a long, difficult job, and Mary tackled it single-handed. Working on 
it on her own in the hall any time she could get a chance, she then varnished 
and polished it and, voila!  Four of us managed to move it from the hall to its 
position in the church, and I think it looks great! It matches the lovely oak floor. 
Well done Mary, thank you for all your time and effort.

Be sure to have a look at it next time you are at church, if you haven’t already 
noticed it. There are a few more jobs waiting to be done, maybe we should be 
getting started again soon.

SUSAN MACKAY

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
This rhyming version of the Ten Commandments, published, it is thought, by 
Isaac Watts in 1709, was still going strong some years ago:

Thou shalt have no gods but Me.
Before no idol bow thy knee.
Take not the name of God in vain, 
Nor dare the Sabbath Day profane.
Give both thy parents honour due, 
Take heed that thou no murder do.

Abstain from words and deeds 
unclean, 
Nor steal, though thou art poor and 
mean.
Nor make a wilful lie, nor love it, 
What is thy neighbour’s, do not covet.
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

4th FEBRUARY   
Chorale Prelude Mit Fried’ und Freud’ ich fahr’ dahin BWV 616 - J S Bach 
Sonata No.18 in A major Op 188, first movement - Josef Rheinberger
11th FEBRUARY   
Pastorale and Verset, movements 2 & 3 from Baroque Suite - J H Reginald Dixon
Epilogue - Healey Willan
18th FEBRUARY First Sunday in Lent    
Introduction and Adagio from Sonata No. 2 in C major Op 65 - Felix 
Mendelssohn 
March and Fugue from Sonata No. 2 in C major Op 65 - Felix Mendelssohn
25th FEBRUARY Second Sunday in Lent  
Suite Evocatrice i) Grave ii) Tierce en Taille et Récit de Chromhorne iii) Flûte 
D’écho iv) Jeu doux et Voix Humaine - Charles Tournemire
Grand Choeur from Douze Pièces - Theodore Dubois
J S Bach (1685—1750) compiled a collection of pieces that were intended 
to be used in the context of the Lutheran Mass. The collection was called 
Orgelbuchlein or ‘Little Organbook’ and it is from this collection that the 
Chorale Prelude Mit Fried’ freud’ ich fahr dahin is taken. This is a version of the 
Latin Nunc Dimittis and the first line translates as ‘In peace and joy I now depart’ 
which expresses Simeon’s emotions on beholding Christ at the Presentation at 
the Temple. 

Josef Rheinberger (1839—1901) was a prolific composer in all forms, but is 
remembered in this country almost solely for his organ music. In addition to 100 
separate pieces, there are twenty organ sonatas and it seems clear that his plan 
was to write one in each of the major and minor keys. This movement is from 
a late example and it shows the composer’s skill in writing memorable themes 
that are treated vigorously in sonata form, culminating in a satisfying conclusion.

J H Reginald Dixon  (1886—1975) was mostly associated with the Lancaster 
area and should not be confused with the organist of a similar name who 
made famous the Tower Ballroom, Blackpool. Dixon was organist of the Roman 
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Catholic Cathedral in Lancaster, where he served with great distinction.  His 
Baroque Suite is a tribute to the musical forms of the eighteenth century and I 
have chosen two of the more reflective movements for before the service.

Healey Willan (1880—1968) was born in London, but as a young man 
emigrated to Canada and was for many years organist of St Mary Magdalene’s 
Church, Toronto.  Like Rheinberger, he wrote in most forms and his orchestral 
and choral music are still performed in Canada. His organ music gained 
wider currency and was suited to the needs of parish church organists. The 
Epilogue is somewhat early in his output and may have been written before he 
moved to Canada, as it was published by the English firm of Novello. Willan’s 
professionalism shows in the excellent writing for the medium while resisting 
the temptation to make the piece overlong.

Felix Mendelssohn (1809—1847) wrote six sonatas for the organ, but clearly 
felt that the instruments of the time made the use of sonata form unsuitable, 
unlike Rheinberger writing in the middle years of the nineteenth century. He 
was approached by an English publisher who asked him to write a series of 
voluntaries for the English market. Mendelssohn agreed, but decided to group 
the pieces in what he called Sonatas. The Second Sonata has always been 
popular being the most compact of the six and it is being played complete, 
divided between the beginning and end of the service.

Charles Tournemire (1870—1939) was a pupil of Cesar Franck and his successor 
at the Parisian Church of St Clothilde. Like Rheinberger and Healey Willan, 
he wrote copious amounts of chamber and orchestral music, including 
a number of symphonies. His output of organ music is dominated by his 
L’Orgue Mystique, which comprises fifty-one sets of pieces for every Sunday 
of the Christian year, based on the plainsong proper for the day. This Suite 
is a homage to the eighteenth century, with the movements indicating the 
appropriate registration. This would have been intended as a concert piece as 
well as for liturgical use. 

Theodore Dubois (1837–1924) studied at the Paris Conservatoire with 
Ambroise Thomas (composer of the opera Mignon) and later became the 
Director of the Conservatoire. He also held a number of appointments in 
Parisian churches, including La Madeleine. He wrote much music for his 
own instrument, issued in various collections. Not everything he wrote was 
outstandingly memorable, but the piece I am playing this morning and the 
Toccata that will end the service next week, are among his best and most often 
played pieces.
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
On 24th November 2017 we hosted an early St Andrews Night Concert 
performed by the Stirling Caledonian Strathspey and Reel Society led by Bill 
Cook. The evening was reasonably well attended given that it was a cold and 
chilly November evening. After expenses and a donation of £200 to the Society 
we raised £432.65 for Church funds. Many thanks go to all the volunteers who 
helped out on the evening and to those who braved the elements to come 
along to support the event. 

In the next couple of weeks we will be holding our first Committee meeting 
of 2018 when we will decide the dates of the fundraising events for the next 
year. Dusty Bin and the Book Shop both did well again during 2017 with Dusty 
Bin raising £274 and the Book Shop an incredible £1,209. A very big thank you 
goes to the team for their hard work and loyalty in ensuring that the Book Shop 
is always kept in good order. Many thanks as always to our loyal supporters of 
our annual events.

4th FEBRUARY
Graham Clark, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

11th FEBRUARY
Anne Burgess, Jacky Harris
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: June Wylie

18th FEBRUARY
Sheila Capewell, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Liz Suttie

25th FEBRUARY
Siobhan Gilliland, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson 
Welcome table: June Wylie

4th MARCH
Gillian Brown, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie
Evening: Richard Black

11th MARCH
Linda Farrer, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

18th MARCH
Susanne Dalziel, Morag Reid
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

25th MARCH
Diane Craik, Alison Macleod
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

DOOR DUTIES



SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
On Sunday 14th January Mark Robertson from Fresh Start came along to the 

Morning Service to tell us of the work that Fresh Start do to support their clients 
who are starting off, in many instances, with their first home with absolutely 
nothing. He said how grateful the Fresh Start clients are for all the donations of 
home wares that you have made over the past year and also for the donation 
of £1,000 that was raised at the Home Baking Sundays. The next charities 
which we will be raising money for are Edinburgh Children’s Hospital and 
Edinburgh Young Carers both local charities involved in the care and support 
of young people. Our first Home Baking Sunday of 2018 will be on Sunday 
4th February after Morning Worship. Donations of Home Baking are always 
much appreciated and gratefully receive. Sincere and grateful thanks for your 
continued support.

GRAHAM ANNAN
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DR. JEREMY CULL 18th Dec 1970 – 12th Nov 2017

Jeremy was born in the week before Christmas in 1970, in 
Woodchester, Gloucestershire. There must be a musical talent in the 
family history because before the age of 3 years Jeremy could listen to 
a song & tune – and then sing it perfectly. Formal music lessons began 
around the age of seven and so began a life in music – piano, flute and 
organ. By aged fourteen he was organist at Woodchester Church where 
his father was vicar. Not surprisingly he excelled in music at Marling 
Grammar School from where he moved on the study music at Durham 
University graduating BA Hons. in music and then completing his 
Masters in music.

Time moved on and Jeremy found himself in Edinburgh at the time 
Reid Memorial Church was looking for an organist. In the normal fashion 
an advert was circulated with a closing date – Jeremy’s name wasn’t on 
it. Several candidates were invited to audition and were heard. The day 
after, Jeremy’s application arrived. After some debate it was agreed to 
hear him. I had never heard the organ played with such exquisite touch. 
With several others we retired to consider the applicants. We looked at 
each other, no words were spoken, but there were smiles on our faces. 
It took two minutes and so began Jeremy’s reign as organist and choir 
master. [continued over]
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...Over the 15 years that Jeremy was organist we enjoyed a very happy 
relationship. As a minister you often wonder if the organist ever listens 
to your sermons – Jeremy did – but not always in the ways you might 
expect. For example there was an occasion when I used St Francis as an 
illustration and, if you listened carefully, there were strains of ‘When The 
Saints Come Marching In’ during the offering voluntary. On another, when 
I referred to a train journey strains of ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo’ could be 
heard. He listened alright, and we all smiled! On the other hand to hear 
Vidor’s Toccata or Elgar’s Nimrod could be moving beyond words.

He was much appreciated and loved by the entire congregation but he 
could also be exasperating – Is Jeremy here yet, I hope he hasn’t missed 
the bus – but he always made it on time! He never did learn to drive!

It was no surprise that he gained a PhD in musical composition from 
Edinburgh University during his time at The Reid. In fact his transcriptions 
of works for orchestra and organ have been published and recorded. He 
organised organ recitals at the Reid (Memorial) and was much in demand 
as a recitalist at home and abroad. He recalled with pleasure a recital he 
gave in Galway Cathedral and urged anyone holidaying in Ireland to visit 
the cathedral – we did, it’s quite magnificent, and so is the organ.

When he came to tell me he would be leaving there was a sadness 
and regret, but appreciation that he had been with us for so many years 
enhancing our worship. And before he left he made sure that the musical 
tradition of Reid Memorial would pass into the safe hands of Martyn, his 
successor.

His passing was untimely, but we are thankful for all the musical 
memories he has left. On a quiet clear night you might just hear the 
strains of Vidor’s Toccata and smile at the memory.

BRIAN EMBLETON RETIRED MINISTER, REID MEMORIAL

A little boy got a part in the school play and went home to tell his 
father. ‘I’m going to play a man who has been married for 25 years.’
‘Well done, that’s great,’ replied his father. ‘And maybe next time, 

you'll get a speaking role!’
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OUR 
ORGAN

ITS HISTORY 
AND FUTURE

MARTYN STRACHAN
Organist and Choirmaster

The history of the organ in the Reid Memorial Church is unusually simple; 
Reid, having left funds for a church to be built in memory of his father, 
included all the fixtures and fittings in his gift and this included the organ. 
Everything had to be of the highest quality and in the period between 
the two world wars, the organ builders Rushworth & Dreaper of Liverpool 
produced their best instruments, culminating in the construction of the 
largest organ in Scotland at the Church of the Holy Rude, Stirling in 1939.

Dr Alfred Hollins, the celebrated blind organist of St George’s West 
Church, was approached to provide a specification for the instruments and 
other designs by him are to be found in Morningside Parish Church and 
the Caird Hall, Dundee. In his autobiography, A Blind Musician Looks Back, 
Hollins mentions the Reid Memorial Church, which he calls ‘one of the show-
places of Edinburgh’. His design is really for a compact concert organ with 
the lowest keyboard being designated the Solo Organ. This term is usually 
reserved for use when a four manual organ is specified and the topmost 
keyboard is usually the Solo Organ. Both the organs in St Cuthbert’s Parish 
Church and St Mary’s Cathedral, Palmerston Place have such departments. 
The effect of this is to ensure that the various voices have a greater scale and 
presence than would be found on a three manual organ where the lowest 
manual is often designated the Choir Organ and contributes little in terms 
of colour or power.

The organ was installed during 1934, the building being used for worship 
for the first time early in January 1935. In 1948 an additional stop was added 
to the Pedal Organ (Harmonic Bass 32’) and for the next fifty years the organ 
was well maintained by its original builders. However, by 1998, the action 
(the mechanism linking the keyboards to the pipes) had begun to show 
signs of wear and a decision was taken to replace it. The original action 
having been laid beneath the floor of the chancel, it had [continued over] 
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...to be regarded as inaccessible. Therefore, Rushworth & Dreaper 
constructed a new action that bypassed the original one with a new 
main cable and console cables. During this work the pipes remained 
undisturbed.

The report from the organ builders carried out at the time found that the 
wind chests (upon which the pipes stand) were all in good condition with 
nothing being too dirty. One unusual feature of this organ is that, unlike 
most others, there are no sets of bellows. The pipes are fed directly from 
the blowing plant and this partially explains why the organ has lasted over 
eighty years with comparatively little intervention. In 1998 it was considered 
that the windchests should last a further twenty years and this period having 
now elapsed, there are signs of some deterioration. The most noticeable 
symptom is the noise of the wind, which can sometimes seem intrusive 
when using quiet combinations of stops. In dry atmospheric conditions, 
the small leaks in the leather contract and the air is forced out of a smaller 
aperture. With the return of more moist conditions, this subsides again. 
This type of wind systems means that, in the absence of bellows, there is 
nowhere for the wind to rest, so a constant degree of turbulence must be 
expected and cannot be eliminated entirely, but it can be reduced.

A report has been placed before the Congregational Board stating 
that, within the next ten to fifteen years, all the leatherwork will have to be 
replaced which must include the soundboards and the internal action As 
the organ consists of thirty-five stops, there are over two thousand individual 
parts which must be restored. The necessary costs will be formidable, but 
given that the work proposed is largely conservative, sums may be available 
from a number of grant-making bodies, such as the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
in addition to our own resources. We have a certain amount of time to 
prepare ourselves before the work may become urgent and the church’s 
outstanding record of stewardship and care has ensured that the instrument 
has remained extremely reliable. 

I am considering various possibilities of fundraising and I know that the 
members of the congregation will do all they can to make sure that the 
organ is preserved for the future. Over the years I have discovered that 
the efforts of my predecessor, the late Dr Jeremy Cull, have resulted in the 
organ acquiring a national, if not an international reputation due to the 
recitals and recordings made by players such as Roger Fisher and Thomas 
Heywood. These were encouraged and co-ordinated by Jeremy and I know 
that we will all do our best to ensure that this is maintained.
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It is 25 years since local charity Edinburgh Direct Aid (EDA) was set up 
during the Bosnian war, as a group of volunteers driving convoys of 
vital supplies to civilians. Since that time it has brought aid to many parts 
of the world, including Kashmir, Gaza and Kenya.

 Since 2013, EDA has been primarily concerned with helping 60,000 
Syrian refugees living in flimsy tents and shacks in Arsal, a remote 
Lebanese town (pop just 35,000) 25 km from the Syrian border. It is 
scorching hot in summer, and freezing cold in winter. The shacks and 
tents are overcrowded, there are few opportunities for refugees to go to 
work or school. This is their fifth winter in these conditions. A four year-
old refugee child here will never have played on the grass, or seen a 
garden. Half of those who should be in Primary 1-4 will never have been 
in a school. And many 16-25 year olds will have had their secondary or 
higher education abruptly curtailed, and their plans for the future ruined.

A small charity like EDA cannot help the 22 million Syrians suffering 
from the long war, but it is making a real difference to the 60,000 in 
Arsal. This is a brief overview of some of its work. Edinburgh Direct Aid is 
extremely grateful to all at Reid Memorial who have contributed to their 
work with the Syrian refugees of Arsal.

A COLD LONG WAR

Pictured: children at the Future Syria school, funded by EDA

ANN THANISCH CRAIGMILLAR PARK CHURCH
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Some refugees’ dwellings in 
Arsal - winter 2016-17

 Sorting in Granton 
– winter 2015

Teaching electronics

Teaching sewing

Inside the Future Syria school

The women’s workshop


