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DEAR FRIENDS, 
'Walk on, walk on, with hope in your heart, and you’ll 
never walk alone’. I am sure that you recognise these words, 
written originally by Oscar Hammerstein and sung by Gerry 
and the Pacemakers in the 1960s. The words, though simple 
enough, give confidence and assurance that as we travel 
through life we are not alone. All of us need companionship—people to mingle 
with, to relate to and to be part of our lives. The idea of having no-one there 
for us to share in our life’s experiences can leave us feeling isolated, lonely and 
somewhat depressed. Thankfully few of us live this way, although it is true to 
say that loneliness is one of life’s gravest diseases. We can sometimes question 
whether anyone really cares for and values us for who and what we are.

Scripture assures us that, no matter how we feel, or however things may 
seem, we are not and never can be alone. One of my favourite stories from the 
pages of the Old Testament is that of Joshua. You will recall that Joshua was 
called to take over the leadership of God’s people after Moses’ death. After 
being saved from the bondage of slavery in Egypt and experiencing years of 
wandering in the wilderness, they finally arrived at the border of the Promised 
Land. Their long journey was over at last. Or was it? A closer inspection 
revealed that others had already occupied the land they thought was reserved 
for them. The daunting task of making it their own had only just begun. Yet 
God assured Joshua that he was not alone. Remember God’s words; 'be strong 
and of good courage for I the Lord am with you wherever you go’.  Holding fast 
to God’s promise, Joshua led the people forward into the land full of promise 
and opportunity. 

As individuals, we can be assured that we are not alone, God is with us; 
each one of us is special in his sight and we matter greatly to Him. Augustine 
once said 'God loves us as though there was only one of us to love' and Jesus 
said ‘I will never leave you, nor forsake you’. As part of God’s family, His church, 
we can be assured that we matter to each other, as we share together in each 
other’s joys and sorrows.

Let us go forward into the weeks and months that lie ahead believing that 
God is with us, and that we are never alone when God’s people surround us 
with their love and friendship. Trusting in God together, and with the strength 
of His people, we can be assured that the best is yet to come. 

Every blessing, ALEX

FROM OUR MINISTER
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IT WAS A PLEASURE to welcome Mark from 
Open Doors UK (www.opendoorsuk.org) to the 
church on 20th January, when he explained 
to the congregation the misery, desperation 
and danger that professing belief in Jesus can 
bring in some countries. Open Doors works in 
over 60 countries, supplying Bibles, training 
church leaders, providing practical support and 
emergency relief, and supporting Christians 
who suffer for their faith. [See page 7 >]

SERVICES
Sunday 3rd February 10:30am 

MORNING WORSHIP
HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary at the end of the service

Sunday 10th February 10:30am
MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 17th February 10:30am
MORNING WORSHIP: First Sunday in Lent

Saturday 24th February 10:30am
MORNING WORSHIP: Second Sunday in Lent

Sunday 3rd March10:30am 
HOLY COMMUNION

(as Rev A. Douglas is on holiday, the minister 
leading Communion is still to be confirmed)

DEATHS
9th December, Dr Sheila MacLean, Latterly Cluny Lodge NH  (D9)

12th January, Mrs Liz Suttie, Nether Craigour (D8) 

NEW MEMBER
Mr Eric McIntosh, West Savile Terrace   (D1)
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF 

FEBRUARY
200 YEARS AGO, on 14th Feb 1819 that Christopher Sholes, American 
inventor was born. He developed one of the first typewriters and 
invented the QWERTY keyboard.
100 YEARS AGO, on 26th Feb 1919 that the Grand Canyon National 
Park was established in Arizona.
90 YEARS AGO, on 11th Feb 1929 that Italy and the Vatican signed the 
Lateran Treaty, which recognised the Vatican City’s independence and 
sovereignty.
80 YEARS AGO, on 14th Feb 1939 that the German battleship Bismarck 
was launched. It was sunk by the British in May 1941 during a WW2 
battle in the North Atlantic.
70 YEARS AGO, on 14th Feb 1949 that Israel’s parliament (the Knesset) 
convened for the first time.
60 YEARS AGO, on 3rd Feb 1959 was ‘the day music died’. American 
rock-and-roll performers Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and The Big Bopper 
were killed in a plane crash in Iowa.
50 YEARS AGO, on 3rd Feb 1969 that Yasser Arafat was appointed 
leader of the Palestine Liberation Organisation.
20 YEARS AGO, on 9th Feb 1999 that Bryan Mosley, British actor, died. 
He was best known for his role as Alf Roberts in the TV soap Coronation 
Street.
10 YEARS AGO, on 10th Feb 2009 two satellites collided in orbit for 
the first time. A defunct Russian Cosmos-2251 military communications 
satellite and an operational US Iridium 33 communications satellite were 
both destroyed, creating thousands of fragments of space debris.
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MARIE CURIE AND THE 
GREAT DAFFODIL APPEAL 
Next month you will see a lot of daffodils about - Marie Curie daffodils. 
It’s the charity’s annual Great Daffodil Appeal, which runs in March each 
year. The appeal is urgently needed, for as the charity explains, one in four 
people currently don’t receive the care and support that they need at the 
end of their life. And with the population getting older; demand on the 
charity’s services is set to increase. 

Marie Curie has long cared for people with terminal cancer, but 
nowadays the charity also cares for people with any terminal illness. That 
includes dementia, heart or lung disease, and neurological conditions like 
motor neurone disease. 

Marie Curie has a range of services to help. These include 
Nurses that give one-to-one expert care to people at home, 
nine hospices offering inpatient and outpatient care, 
spiritual and bereavement support, and, a free telephone 
support line. The charity also funds research and 
campaigns. More details about volunteering at: 
www.mariecurie.org.uk/collect or call free on 
0800 304 7025. 

ARCHIVES
As you know, the Reid congregation goes back to January 1936. We 
hold records from further back, as well as one or two artefacts (such as 
the pewter collection plates that are used for retiring collections)
The Board has agreed that some of these records to be given to 
the National Records for Scotland at Ladywell House for safe storage, 
thus allowing access by anyone wishing to study old church records. 

I will inform the Board before I commit any particular records and 
artefacts to the archives to Ladywell House's storage facility. By the time 
this appears in print, six books of expenses relating to the Free High 
Church will have been committed to storage, and one cupboard in 
the Turret Room is looking emptier!

Routinely, records are not accepted until they are at least 50 years old.
ELIZABETH CLARK
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CHRISTIANS IN THE MIDDLE EAST FACE 
'IMMINENT EXTINCTION'
Christians have been in the Middle East for nearly two thousand years, 
but they now face the threat of ‘imminent extinction’, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury has warned. 

In a recent letter to The Sunday Telegraph, Archbishop Justin Welby told of 
a visit he had made about 15 years ago to the home of an elderly Palestinian 
Christian man in Galilee. ‘Foolishly, I asked, “How long has your family been 
Christian?” The man gave me a look and replied, “Since about the time of St 
Paul".’ Yet, now Christians in the region are facing ‘the worst situation since the 
Mongol invasions of the 13th Century’, Archbishop Justin said. It is vital that 
these Christians in the Middle East know ‘they are not forgotten by the world, 
or treated as an irrelevant minority, a societal optional extra, or even a threat’. 
Archbishop Justin called on the Government to take in more refugees. 

According to the Barnabas Fund, following a Freedom of Information 
request, the Home Office has not admitted a single Christian among the 1,112 
Syrian refugees resettled in the UK in the first three months of last year.

The four Christians out of 1,358 Syrian refugees recommended by the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), for resettlement in the UK were 
rejected. Only Muslim refugees were granted permission to resettle.

[Editor: This is a tragic situation. You could make it local by doing two things: 
suggesting your readers can pray for these people, and suggesting that your 
readers write to their MP, asking that Christians fleeing the Middle East be 
admitted to the UK.] Justin Welby's book is featured overleaf >

NATIONAL NEST BOX WEEK: 14th – 21st FEBRUARY
If you like birds, now is the time to help the next generation get started. 

And so this month will see thousands of us shakily climbing ladders 
against the sides of our houses, garages and trees, to install cosy nest 
boxes. And soon our tenants will arrive: blue tits, robins, nuthatches, 

pied wagtails, sparrows, to starlings, tawny owls and even great spotted 
woodpeckers. It really is worth the trouble to put up a nest box. If you 

hang one within sight of your kitchen window, you will have hours of fun 
in observing the young feathered families. 
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DETHRONING MAMMON 
by Justin Welby
In his first full-length book, Justin Welby looks at the subject of 
money and materialism. 

Designed for study in the weeks of Lent leading up to 
Easter, Dethroning Mammon reflects on the impact of our own 
attitudes, and of the pressures that surround us, on how we handle the power of 
money, called Mammon in this book. Who will be on the throne of our lives? Who 
will direct our actions and attitudes? Is it Jesus Christ, who brings truth, hope and 
freedom? Or is it Mammon, so attractive, so clear, but leading us into paths that 
tangle, trip and deceive?

Archbishop Justin explores the tensions that arise in a society dominated by 
Mammon's modern aliases, economics and finance, and by the pressures of our 
culture to conform to Mammon's expectations. Following the Gospels towards 
Easter, this book asks the reader what it means to dethrone Mammon in the values 
and priorities of our civilisation and in our own existence. In Dethroning Mammon, 
Archbishop Justin challenges us to use Lent as a time of learning to trust in the 
abundance and grace of God.
[This is the book being studied by the Craigmillar Park Church Lenten Group - 
see page 16>]

REID THURSDAY CLUB
We resumed on 10th January at 2:30pm in the Small Hall, when Kim 
Ritchie gave us a very interesting talk on the work of Borders Search & 
Rescue Unit and her experiences as a member. On 24th January Sheana 
Stephen will be talking about her great-aunt; 'Celebrating Jessie 
Stephens - Suffrage Pioneer - the Edinburgh connection'. 

On 7th February we will be welcoming back Eric Melvin to talk, this 
time about “The Edinburgh of John Kay”. Ian Murray MP was scheduled 
to give us an update on Brexit on 21st February but, unfortunately, has 
had to cancel. However, Anne Black has kindly agreed to step in and 
visit us this session instead of next. Her talk is entitled 'The Only Home 
They Knew - Aberlour Orphanage and WWI memories'. 

So why not come along and join us to enjoy tea, biscuits and chat 
after our talks? ALISON MACLEOD
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

3rd FEBRUARY Miss A MacLeod  Fiona Paxton
10th FEBRUARY Mr & Mrs Dalziel E & D Mathieson
17th FEBRUARY Mr & Mrs Beckett Susan MacKay
24th FEBRUARY Mrs M Houston Vacant

3rd MARCH Miss A Macleod Mary Hunter
10th MARCH Mrs J Rosie Hazel Melrose
17th MARCH M Reid & M Hunter Lydia Scott
24th MARCH Mrs K Russell Maisie Jamieson
31st MARCH Mr & Mrs Dalziel Anne and Richard Black

GET READY FOR FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT
A lot of us enjoy chocolate treats over the festive season. But more often than 
not, we don’t think about the people who grow the cocoa. That’s why for next 
year’s Fairtrade Fortnight, launching on 25 February 2019, they are shining a 
spotlight on the crisis in the world’s cocoa industry. [www.fairtrade.org.uk]

Cocoa farmers typically work gruelling days, yet earn insufficient money to 
provide the basics for their families or give opportunities to their children. The 
world cocoa price has collapsed, making farmers even poorer than before and 
women carry the greatest burden. 

Take a look at the She Deserves a Living Income campaign, featuring women 
farmers who grow the cocoa for the chocolate we love. [See page 13>]
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 
CRAIGMILLAR PARK?
Our main news is that our locum minister, Rev Betty Smith, will be leaving us on 
26 January. Betty has worked with us since August 2017, when we first became 
vacant, and has served the congregation with care, compassion and extraordinary 
commitment. We will miss her and wish her well – though we hope not to lose 
touch with her completely. We are fortunate to have been able to appoint another 
locum, Mrs Helen Tew, who will take over on 27 January. Helen is a Reader of the 
Church of Scotland and she served most recently as locum at Priestfield during 
their vacancy and before that at St Martin’s during theirs. We are very grateful to 
Helen for agreeing to step in at short notice and look forward to working with her.
WORSHIP
Sunday services continue as normal. Betty was on holiday in January so we 
had pulpit supply from Helen Tew and Fiona Devoy, both Readers, and from 
the Rev Marjory McPherson, Presbytery Clerk. We really enjoy having visiting 
ministers (and Readers); it’s always good to experience worship in a different 
style and we’re so grateful to all those who give up their time to be with us. Our 
Christmas services were meaningful and atmospheric and it was lovely to see 
so many in the church for the Lessons and Carols, and to hear the wonderful 
musical contribution from John Cranston, the choir and the St Margaret’s Singers. 
We raised around £700 for Richmond’s Hope at the various Christmas events. 
Thank you to everyone who worked to arrange our Christmas activities and who 
supported them so generously. 
ACTIVITIES
Lunch Club: The lunch club meets every Tuesday at 12.30 and enjoys a two-
course meal for £4. New attendees are always welcome but it might be a good 
idea to call ahead so we can adjust numbers (Julia Yarker – 664 7302). 
Craft Club: The craft club meets on Monday afternoons from 2-4pm in the 
Session Room. You can bring knitting, crochet, sewing, papercraft or whatever 
takes your fancy. It’s a pleasant way to spend an afternoon.
Retired Men’s Club: This club meets on Friday mornings at 10.15 in the Church 
Hall (£2, to cover the cost of coffee) and is always keen to welcome new 
members. 
The Guild: The Guild is open to both men and women and would love to 
welcome new people. It meets on Tuesday afternoons once a month – ask Linda 
Farrer for Prism, our monthly magazine, for full details of the programme and 
indeed for more information on Craigmillar Park. [craigmillarpark.org]



INTERESTED IN A WEEKLY REID NEWSLETTER?
Susan, Sheila and I have been discussing a new weekly newsletter about 
what’s on at the Reid Memorial. It would be particularly useful if you need 
a reminder or if you missed attending church on Sunday. Our ideas are in 
their infancy and a bit raw at the moment. To get the information out on 
a weekly basis, it would need to be sent to an email address, it could be 
your own or a relative or friend. 

It would be a very short document and would include any meeting or 
events taking place in the Reid during following week. We could also 
include funeral notices. 

Is this something that you would be interested in receiving? What 
should be included? Please share your thoughts and ideas with Susan 
MacKay, Sheila Capewell and Linda Farrer. You can talk to us in church, 
leave a note in our pigeon holes or email to reidon.editor@gmail.com

LINDA
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DOOR DUTIES
3rd FEBRUARY
Graham Clark, Morag Reid
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

10th FEBRUARY
Suzanne Dalziel, Alison Macleod
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: June Wylie

17th FEBRUARY
Richard Black, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

24th FEBRUARY
Anne Burgess, Susan Mackay
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Graham Clark

3rd MARCH
Sheila Capewell, Geeta MacKay
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Alison Masson

10th MARCH
Gillian Brown, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

17th MARCH
Mary Allan, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones 

24th MARCH
Linda Farrer, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

31st MARCH
Suzanne Dalziel, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Graham Clark



WE HAD A LOT OF FUN performing Sunday 
Club's annual Nativity presentation, this time on 
the theme of a TV chat-show, culminating in the 
selfie here. There was a lot of imaginative work 
by everyone in the lead-up in writing, rehearsing 
and making the arrangements, so many thanks 
to all involved, in Sunday Club and in the 
church. L-R Ariella (Innkeeper), David, Nathaniel 
(Shepherd), Fiona, Callum (Wise Man), Claire 
(Mary), Laura (Joseph) and Jemima (Angel).
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THE BIBLE VERSE OF 2018
A Bible app, YouVersion, has named Isaiah 41:10 as the most popular verse of 
2018. That verse has been posted, bookmarked, and highlighted more times 
than any other on the app (which has been downloaded more than 350,000 
times around the world). Isaiah 41:10 reads: ‘So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.’ The verse also came top in 
Chile, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Perus, South Africa, Spain and the United 
States.

But in the UK, for 2018, we preferred Jeremiah 29:11: ‘For I know the plans 
I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to proper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’ 

GREETINGS FROM BRAZIL
Richard and I have kept in touch with Rebeca who 
came to Edinburgh and the Reid over a year ago 
and returned to Brazil last summer. We received a Christmas letter from 
her and I thought others who welcomed Rebeca into the Reid family 
would like to hear from her. Rebeca writes:
“I will always be grateful to the Reid Community for making me part of 
the family. All of you were really important to my journey in Scotland. 
This year we did not sing many carols in Church. However, the kids have 
presented a simple Christmas Concert and they have also performed a 
Christmas Play. They were pretty and fun. For the year ahead, I wish you 
all joy, peace, love, health and grace from God. Love, Rebeca"
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LISTENING TO LAST WEEK’S SUNDAY 
SERVICE AT REID MEMORIAL
Ever wondered what that funny looking wee tripod thing is at the front of the 
church? Well, it is a tape recorder, and every Sunday we record the service 
and transfer it onto our website so that others can hear it. So if you missed the 
service or simply wanted to listen again to Alex’s words and Martyn’s playing 
then it is dead easy:

From your laptop/ipad or smart phone simply go onto the internet and access 
our website, www.reidmemorial.org.uk

THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT CHOCOLATE...
A little bit of chocolate is good for you – especially your heart. If you eat up 

to three bars a month, you could have a 13 per cent lower risk of heart failure 
than if you do not eat any chocolate. It seems that natural compounds in cocoa 

called flavonoids boost blood vessel health and help reduce inflammation. 
But be careful: if you eat chocolate daily you could experience a 17 per cent 

increase in your risk of heart failure. So the advice from the researchers at 
the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York is: ‘moderate dark-

chocolate consumption is good for health.’ [< See page 9]

...and you will see this page. From 
here you can listen to the previous 
two weeks of services.

You will see this page (our home 
page). To listen to our services, click 
the 'WORSHIP AND FAITH' button...
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15th FEBRUARY 

THOMAS BRAY: FOUNDER OF SPCK
Thomas Bray was once called a “Great Small Man”, with good reason. This 
diminutive 18th century English clergyman (1658 – 1730) not only helped to 
establish the Church of England in Maryland, but he was also founder of the 
Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge (SPCK) in 1698 and the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (USPG) in 1701.

Those are long names for societies whose aim was to get Christian books 
and resources into the hands of those who desperately needed them. For 
the early 18th century was not an easy time for poor clergymen: books were 
expensive, and many of them had few, or none to guide them in their ministry. 
And so Thomas Bray, who had been educated at Oxford, joined with some 
other clergy friends to help them. 

After a trip to assess the needs of the young Episcopal Church in Maryland 
(he was sent by the Bishop of London), Bray became rector of St Botolph’s, 
Aldgate in London in 1708. From here he served his parish, and through SPCK 
eventually established 80 parish libraries in England and a further 39 in the 
Colonies. SPCK and USPG worked by asking learned authors to donate copies 
of their books. They also appealed to merchants to the foreign plantations for 
financial help in establishing the libraries.

Thomas Bray’s life has affected hundreds of thousands of people over three 
centuries. Not only was his work in America 
the first major coordinated effort to establish 
libraries in the New World, but SPCK is still 
one of our leading UK Christian publishing 
houses today. [spckpublishing.co.uk ]As 
if that was not enough, Bray also worked 
to help poor debtors emigrate to better 
lives, and homeless children to get care 
in England. He helped feed prisoners at 
Newgate prison in London and joined 
in the political fight against slavery. He 
also supported outreaches to Africans 
and Native Americans in their home 
countries.

When he died on 15th February 
1730, thousands mourned him. A 
great small man indeed!



TEN THINGS GOD WON'T ASK YOU 

God won't ask what kind of car you drive; 
He'll ask how many people you drive who need transport. 

God won't ask the square footage of your house, 
He'll ask how many people you welcome into your home. 
God won't ask about the clothes you have in your closet, 

He'll ask how many people you help to clothe. 
God won’t ask which diet you’re on;

He’ll ask how many hungry people you help to feed.
God won't ask what your highest salary is; 

He'll ask if you compromise your character to obtain it. 
God won't ask what your job title is; 

He'll ask if you perform your job to the best of your ability. 
God won't ask how many friends you have on Facebook; 

He'll ask how many people to whom you are a friend. 
God won't ask in what neighbourhood you live; 

He'll ask how you treat your neighbours. 
God won't ask about the colour of your skin; 

He'll ask about the content of your character. 
God won't ask why it took you so long to seek Him;

He'll lovingly take you into his Kingdom, not leave you. 
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REID'S WILLING WORKERS 
HAVE DONE IT AGAIN!
I hope you have noticed the corridor past 
the small hall has been freshly painted? 
This was done before Christmas by a few 
loyal volunteers working over a good few 
days. The walls needed 2 coats of paint, 
there was a lot of wood to cover, and of course, the 
2 windows. We have saved the church some money by doing this 
ourselves, and saving a decorator’s bill. We have another few little tasks in mind 
still to do in the Spring, so if you feel like a little light exercise... ask Susan when 
the next job begins. Thank you to all who helped in this work. SUSAN
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NEWINGTON CHURCHES 
TOGETHER (BASICS BANK) 

NCT 
The next NCT meeting will be the AGM and is to be held here in The Sanctuary 
on 4th February at 7.30pm.
LENT STUDY
Ann Thanisch, an NCT representative from Craigmillar Park Church, is 
organising Lent Study groups again this year and Justin Welby's book entitled 
"Dethroning Mammon" [< see page 8] is to be used. Copies of application 
forms are available on the table at the door of the church.
BASICS BANK
On 20th December, the 23 clients who attended went home with enough 
food to cover the Christmas period. It was a very busy and joyful occasion with 
clients each choosing a parcel from under the tree. 

Our first Basics Bank in the New Year saw around 12 clients attending. The 
volunteers in the Gallery Food Room were busy marking up donations and 
starting to re-stock the shelves from donations stored in crates (many going 
back to Harvest Thanksgiving services within NCT).  You might think it sounds 
as if we are well stocked at the moment however there are still items we are 
very short of and would be grateful to receive, namely deodorants (M/F), 
shower gel, shampoo, shaving foam, packets of razors, tinned fish (tuna), tinned 
rice pudding and tinned custard.

Thank you very much for your donations - particularly over this festive period 
with all the treats and luxury items. Lastly, please continue to pray for all our 
clients and helpers. ALISON MACLEOD

CALL ANY TIME
A minister assured his congregation that they should feel free to call him any 
time they had a problem. That night the minister's phone rang at 3am. On the 
other end was a dear elderly lady who said, ‘I can't sleep.’
‘I’m so sorry to hear that,’ he comforted her. ‘But what can I do about it?’ 
She sweetly replied, ‘Preach to me a while, pastor.’
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THANK YOU LETTER FROM CASTLEVIEW PRIMARY: 

DEAR REID MEMORIAL CONGREGATION,
I am writing to thank you for your very kind donation of gifts 
for our pupils. Yesterday we delivered the gifts to our families 
and had some emotional conversations with very grateful 
families. There were some very touched people that are 
grateful that you have thought of them. 

We have had another wonderful year at Castleview and have celebrated 
many successes with our children and families. We are one of six finalists in the 
national Rolls Royce Science Award and this Christmas our amazing choir was 
selected to sing at the City Chambers for all the councillors. 

Our school role continues to grow as does the population of Craigmillar. 
However behind the facade of the new housing lives families who battle with 
poverty and are impacted by Adverse Childhood Experiences (which include 
domestic abuse, parental drug use and poor parental mental health). This year 
we welcomed two more Syrian refugee families to our school. We now have 
the highest number of Syrian refugee pupils in the city. 

At Castleview our staff continue to recognise that the way to support and 
bring about change to the generational poverty and to support our families 
with their trauma is to reach out with love and kindness. We are not here to 
judge but offer support whilst trying to continue a high level of quality teaching 
and learning. Your kind support helps us with this mission. 

Thank you. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and all the best for 2019.
CLARE LANGLEY Headteacher 

ZACCHAEUS BY NIGEL BEETON
A chap named Zacchaeus was short
Too short to see Jesus, so thought
In order to see,
He’d climb up a tree
And in Jesus' sight he was caught.

‘Zacchaeus! Come down from your tree!
I’m coming to dinner, you see!’
He went for His dinner
To the home of a sinner!
(A sinner like you and like me.)

Zacchaeus, the worst of the worst,
To such as him Jesus came first
The sinner lamented
And then he repented,
And so he was no longer cursed!

[Editor: Nigel Beeton writes: ‘I love 
Zacchaeus! Vertically challenged, the 
story of his climb up the sycamore tree 
to see Jesus is well-known to Sunday 
School children everywhere. I can well 
remember hearing it many years ago, 
and it has remained a favourite.’]
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

3rd FEBRUARY 
Chorale Prelude on Mit Fried' und Freud ich fahr dahin BWV 616 - J S Bach 
Fiat Lux - Théodore Dubois   

10th FEBRUARY    
Canon in E major Op 47 No. 1 - Max Reger
Canzonetta in A minor Op 47 No.3 - Max Reger
Chorale Prelude on Leoni - C S Lang

17th FEBRUARY   
Chorale Prelude Allein Gott in der Hoh' sei Her - Flor Peeters
Chorale Prelude Grosser Gott, wir loben Dich Op 70, No.10 - Flor Peeters

24th FEBRUARY   
Cantilène Op 29 No. 2 - Gabriel Pierné
Solemn Prelude - Alec Rowley

J S Bach (1685—1750) was an innovator in every form of music in which he 
worked. There is a considerable variety in his approach to the Chorale Prelude, 
ranging from the introspective to something approaching a virtuoso concert 
piece. The Prelude I am playing today is based on the chorale sung to the 
German version of the Nunc Dimittis, ‘Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace…’, expressing Simeon’s joy at having lived long enough to have seen the 
Messiah. It is one of Bach’s most intimate examples of the Chorale Prelude.

Théodore Dubois (1837—1924) was appointed organist of La Madeleine in 
Paris is succession to Camille Saint-Saëns and became Director of the Paris 
Conservatoire. His compositions include works for the stage, oratorios, motets 
and a total of 88 organ pieces. The title Fiat Lux translates as ‘Let there be light’ 
and has become associated with the Feast of Candlemas. The registration is 
bright, but begins quietly and gradually builds to a climax on full organ.
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Max Reger (1873–1916) composed in all the stereotypical classical forms, 
except opera and the symphony. Outside Germany his organ music is best 
known, although more of his output of chamber and orchestral music seems to 
be gaining acceptance. The set of pieces from which these two are taken are 
described as Trios, where the pedal part has more equality with the manuals 
rather than simply supplying a bass and the style is not dissimilar to Reger’s 
shorter piano pieces, of which he wrote a considerable number.

C S Lang (1891—1971) Craig Sellar Lang was born in New Zealand and may have 
been related to the Scottish man of letters Andrew Lang (1844—1912). He was a 
pupil of Sir Charles Stanford at the Royal College of Music and in 1929 became 
director of music at Christ’s Hospital School in Horsham. Most of his organ music 
seems to have been written with the parish church organist in mind, although 
there are one or two more substantial works such as his Sonata in D minor Op 47. 
He had a considerable skill in writing flowing counterpoint and his treatment of 
the tune Leoni certainly shows this. The tune is associated with, among others, the 
words ‘The God of Abraham praise’.

Flor Peeters (1903—1986) was born in Mechelen, Belgium and was associated 
with the cathedral there almost his entire professional life. He wrote a vast amount 
of music, including a quantity of organ music based on hymns and liturgical 
themes. The two chorales treated are the verse setting of the Gloria (Allein Gott in 
der Hoh' sei Her) and the Te Deum (Grosser Gott, wir loben Dich).

Gabriel Pierné (1863—1937) is mainly remembered for one of his more trivial 
piano works March of the Little Tin Soldiers, which became very popular. The 
piece I am playing this morning comes from a set of three Op 29 and which is 
regarded as the best of his few organ works. This is the middle piece, the others 
being a Prélude and a Scherzando.

Alec Rowley (1892—1958) was a Londoner and held various appointments as 
organist. He was also professor of piano and composition at Trinity College 
in London. His music tends to be of variable quality, but he produced much 
worthwhile material for use by parish church organists, often basing his pieces on 
hymn tunes. The Solemn Prelude is an example of a more abstract piece by the 
composer, but the influence of church music is still discernible.
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