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CONTACT INFORMATION

FRONT COVER: Street Pastor at work, 
George Street, Edinburgh, around 

midnight [photo David White]

MARCH 2018

LOCUM MINISTER Rev. ALEX DOUGLAS 
 alexandjill@douglas.net Tel: 01383 242872 

SESSION CLERK  Mrs ELIZABETH CLARK
 maretaclark@btinternet.com  Tel: 667 6705
CHURCH OFFICER/
ADMINISTRATOR,  Mr STUART HOUSTON
FREEWILL OFFERING SCHEME,  103 Charterhall Grove EH9 3HT  Tel: 667 6989
GIFT AID CO-ORDINATION: sm.houston.sco@gmail.com

ROLL KEEPER Miss MORAG REID 
 4/6 Dun-Ard Garden  Tel: 667 8260

CHURCH OFFICE ANSWERPHONE IN OPERATION  Tel: 662 1203
EMAIL reid_memorial@outlook.com

CLERK TO THE  Mrs SUSAN MACKAY
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  222 Dalkeith Road EH16 5DT Tel: 667 0910
 crmackay@aol.com

ELDERS IN CHARGE OF  ELIZABETH & GRAHAM CLARK  
COMMUNION ARRANGEMENTS maretaclark@btinternet.com Tel: 667 6705

SUNDAY DUTY ROSTER SHEILA CAPEWELL  
 sheilacapewell@gmail.com Tel: 667 8555

TREASURER JUDITH SMEATON 
 Flat 9, 75C South Oswald Road, EH9 2HH Tel: 662 0149
 neil.smeaton@btinternet.com

MAGAZINE EDITOR  Mrs LINDA FARRER 
 19 Blackford Avenue  Tel: 667 5129
 reidon.editor@gmail.com
[Printed by Mailboxes Edinburgh Morningside. Graphics and design by DAVID WHITE]

ORGANIST MARTYN STRACHAN
 61 Strathalmond Road, EH4 8HP Tel: 339 3217
 martynpaul1959@gmail.com 

HALL BOOKINGS  Mrs JOYCE ROSIE  
 joycerosie05@blueyonder.co.uk Tel: 667 2527

SAFEGUARDING COORDINATOR  ANNE BLACK 
 2A Abbotsford Park Edinburgh EH10 5DX 
 anneblack2@btinternet.com  Tel: 447 4149

ORDER OF SERVICE INTIMATIONS reid_memorial@outlook.com, by Wednesday morning please.
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If someone were to ask you what events throughout the centuries 
have shaped the course of history, what answer might you give? 

There are many to choose from, whether it be the industrial 
revolution, Napoleon’s defeat at the Battle of Waterloo, the 
outbreak of the First and Second World Wars, the assassination of 
President Kennedy, the first landing of man on the moon and so we 
could go on. Claims could be made in relation to numerous occasions across 
the years, where events have made their impact: many shaping the lives of 
others.

However, none of them, it could be argued has had the same impact than 
that of the resurrection of Christ.  No one would have believed that it would 
be possible to rise from death and certainly not death by crucifixion. It was the 
cruellest form of death from which no one could survive, at least that is what was 
believed. Even though Christ’s disciples, who had been with him throughout his 
earthly ministry, had no assurance that he could overcome the power of death. 

Yet, having suffered and died, the news that the disciples and Mary 
Magdalene were amazed by on that first Easter morning was that the tomb was 
empty and that the Saviour was risen.  No one has ever produced the corpse 
of Christ to prove that his followers were wrong in their message. Not only do 
Christians believe that Christ rose again but also that he has influenced and 
changed numerous lives since that day to this. Countless events for good have 
come about due to the influence of those working and living in the power of 
Christ. In the gospels Jesus said, ‘because I live, you will live also’ [John 14:19] 
As Christ conquered the power of sin and death, those who trust in him will do 
likewise. That’s what Easter is all about.

We can enjoy all the trappings of Easter; fluffy chicks and Easter Eggs but 
the central message of Easter is Christ’s dying and rising again and above all 
the assurance of his eternal presence with us in this life and in the life that is 
to come. Paul in his letter to the church in Rome said with full assurance that 
nothing, absolutely nothing can separate us from Christ’s love. This message 
of love, hope and assurance has shaped countless lives across the world, 
throughout the ages and it is as powerful today as it was on that first Easter 
Sunday morning.
Every blessing, Happy Easter, ALEX

FROM THE MINISTER
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SERVICES
All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas 

Sunday 4th March 10:30am HOLY COMMUNION
6:00pm HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary

Sunday 11th March 10:30am Fourth Sunday in Lent MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 18th March 10:30am Fifth Sunday in Lent MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 25th March 10:30am Palm Sunday MORNING WORSHIP

Thursday 29th March 6:30pm Maundy Thursday SHORT SERVICE

Friday 30th March 6:30pm Good Friday SHORT SERVICE

Sunday 1st April 10:30am Easter Sunday MORNING WORSHIP 
with Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

BLESSING 
Sunday 4th February: George Dunbar, son of Alexandrea and Joseph

NEWINGTON CHURCHES TOGETHER (NTC)
BASICS BANK 5 YEARS OLD

ON 14 FEBRUARY
Our numbers have now increased to 14 clients which mean that our 
stocks are running short on a few items, namely cereals (but no porridge 
please), deodorant (m/f), shaving foam, shampoo, shower gel, 
tinned custard, tinned fruit and tinned meat. 
If you can help with just one or two of these items it would be greatly 
appreciated, as will be your prayers for all our clients and helpers. 
Some of you have given monetary donations to the BB, especially since 
the Harvest Thanksgiving Service, and these have been used over this 
time to buy mince, chicken fillets, stock cubes, sausages, sugar, soap 
powder, toilet rolls and coffee.  Many thanks for all your help.

[NCT Holy Week  events opposite]
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
MARCH
200 YEARS AGO, on 11th March 1818 that Mary Shelley’s novel 
‘Frankenstein, or, The Modern Prometheus’, was published.
150 YEARS AGO, on 27th March 1868 that Patty Hill, American 
kindergarten teacher and nursery education reformer, was born. She 
co-wrote the melody of ‘Happy Birthday to You’ with her sister Mildred. 
125 YEAR AGO, on 18th March 1893 that Wilfred Owen, British poet 
and soldier, was born. One of the leading poets of the First World War. 
Noted for his shocking, realistic poetry about the horrors of trench 
warfare (killed in action one week before the war ended, aged 25.) See 
page 11, Thursday Club 5th April.
75 YEARS AGO, on 13th March 1943 that there was the first of two 
failed attempts to assassinate Hitler in this month. German Army 
officers had planted a bomb on board his plane, but it failed to 
explode. There was another attempt on his life in Smolensk. 
65 YEARS AGO, on 24th March 1953 that Queen Mary died of lung 
cancer. She was mother of King Edward Vlll and also of King George Vl. 
She was grandmother of Queen Elizabeth II.
40 YEARS AGO, on 16th March 1978 that the Amoco Cadiz oil spill 
off the coast of Brittany occurred. The super-tanker ran aground on 
rocks during a storm, split into three, and sank, spilling its entire cargo 
of 219,797 tons of light crude, contaminating around 200 miles of 
coastline, including 76 beaches.
15 YEARS AGO, on 31st March 2003 that the world’s first commercial 
nuclear power station at Calder Hall, Cumbria, closed down after nearly 
47 years of service.

NCT HOLY WEEK EVENTS
BREAKFAST SERVICES at Craigmillar Park Church taken by Scott 
McKenna, Minister at Mayfield Salisbury; WALK OF WITNESS on Good 
Friday. [Look out for more info in Order of Service intimations]
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FEELINGS OF A 
STREET PASTOR
LINDA FARRER

I FELT HAPPY giving a young man on George Street a cup of coffee. I felt 
blessed that he wanted to share his news with Street Pastors. He was so alone 
that he had no one else to tell. We listened. He had been allocated a flat and 
told us of his plans for decorating and furnishing it. I felt joy that there was one 
less homeless person on the streets.
I FELT SADDENED when I spoke to a young girl who was contemplating suicide 
after arguing with her Mum and being thrown out of the family home. I felt 
glad that I had undertaken the Suicide Awareness Training. I felt challenged as I 
calmly talked to her. I felt relieved when she gave me the razor blades, pills and 
vodka. We listened, helped and cared. I felt hope when we handed her over to 
the people who could get her help with her mental health issues.
I FELT SILLY, four years ago, when on my first night out after Drug Awareness 
Training, I failed to recognise the small bag that I found, was herbal cannabis. I 
felt bemused when the policeman told me to scatter it in a grassy area (no arrest 
- too much paperwork)
I FELT GUIDED BY GOD as we stopped to speak to a young man who was 
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slumped in a bus shelter. I felt useful when we were able to reassure the worried 
young mum that her very drunk husband was safe, although he was unable to 
answer his phone. I felt confident that we could look after him until she found a 
babysitter and then drove into town to collect him. We helped and cared. I felt 
sympathetic knowing that he would be hungover and in the bad books in the 
morning.
I FELT AMUSED when I was putting flip flops on a tipsy young lady who had 
sore feet. We helped. She told me that I was “an f******g Godsend”. We laughed. 
I felt more amused when a fellow Street Pastor replied that she was “half right”.
I FEEL PROTECTED as I walk the city centre streets with my colleagues during 
the night. I feel encouraged that so many people want to stop to speak to us. I 
feel uplifted when we offer prayer and it’s accepted or when prayer is requested. 
I feel content and satisfied when we head home at 4am after a busy night of 
listening, helping and caring for vulnerable people. I feel grateful that with the 
help of groups like “Go for It” offering grant money, Street Pastors will continue 
to develop their vision for the future.
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

4th MARCH Mrs K Russell Elsie Wilton
11th MARCH Mrs J Rosie Alice Schaupp
18th MARCH Mrs M Houston Lydia Scott
25th MARCH Mr & Mrs Beckett Maisie Jamieson

1st APRIL M Reid & M Hunter Sylvia Ritchie
8th APRIL Miss E Browne Isabel McMichael
15th APRIL Miss A MacLeod Hazel Melrose
22nd APRIL Mr & Mrs Suttie Lindsay Wood
29th APRIL Mr & Mrs Dalziel Vacant

WANT TO BE CREATIVE?
HAVE A CUP OF TEA
Tea-drinkers have always known that almost anything is possible, with a 
cup of tea in your hand, and now it seems that the scientists are catching 
up with them. For there seems to be proof that a simple cup of tea can 
spark an instant burst of your brainpower and creativity, enhancing your 
mood and cognitive ability. 

Yet, although tea contains both caffeine and theanine, both of which 
increase attentiveness and alertness, these do not usually take effect as 
quickly as the simple act of drinking tea seems to do. Thus, researchers 
suspect that simply drinking the tea works to enhance your mood. 

Tests found that drinking tea helped people in both divergent thinking 
(the process of coming up with a number of new ideas around a central 
theme), and also with creativity. This must make tea the go-to drink for 
writers, artists and musicians, and indeed anyone looking for inspiration. 
So - go put the kettle on!
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20th MARCH 

St. JOSEPH
PATRON SAINT OF FATHERS AND HOLY DEATH

Why should St Joseph’s day be in March? Surely he belongs to Advent 
and Christmas, at Mary’s side in millions of nativity scenes around the 
world. In any case, as foster-father of Christ and husband of Mary, Joseph 
played a major part in the story of the coming of Jesus Christ. All that we 
know about him for sure is in the gospels. Read especially Matthew 1 – 2. 
He was of Davidic descent, but his trade as a carpenter shows that he 
was not at all wealthy. 

Joseph’s gentleness and decency towards Mary, and his willingness 
to do God’s will when it was revealed to him, portray him as a kind and 
godly person. Joseph is the patron saint of fathers of families, and he 
makes an excellent example.  He comes across as a 
protecting, loyal, thoughtful, self-controlled person, 
full of integrity, and willing to work hard. Who 
wouldn’t want a father like that?

Joseph is also the patron saint of all who desire 
a holy death. Thus, countless churches, hospitals 
and religious congregations are dedicated to 
Joseph.
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BOOK REVIEW
PAUL: A BIOGRAPHY
By Tom Wright, SPCK, £13.99
One of the world’s leading New Testament scholars here tells the story 
behind the story, the story of the Apostle Paul, whose letters have shaped 
so much of world history. Tom Wright has drawn on his own decades of 
acquaintance with Paul, as well as on other Pauline scholarship. 

This really excellent book not only brings Paul to life, but then places 
that life in the complex and overlapping array of Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, all set within the Roman empire. The result provides such a 
helpful picture, both of Paul and of the early Christian communities of which 
he was so significant a founder and shaper. 
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THANKS FROM LINDA
As most people will know, I have a keen interest in the homeless people in 
our society. I want to thank you for your donations when I slept out in Princes 
Street Gardens on 9th January. As a result, my sponsorship money was an 
amazing £1111.25. I was astounded by the support that I benefitted from 
when I took part in this worthwhile event. Many thanks for your spiritual and 
financial contributions. Below is a report that I have received from Very Rev. Dr 
Russell Barr, Minister at Cramond Kirk and founder of FreshStart.

‘Along with many others I have been concerned for some time that at best we 
are managing the problem of homelessness in Scotland and have long lost any 
ambition to resolve it. 

So it was very encouraging that last autumn the First Minister, Nicola 
Sturgeon, announced the creation of a short life working group to advise the 
Scottish Government on four related questions;
• how to alleviate rough sleeping this winter
• how to end rough sleeping
• how to transform the use of temporary accommodation
• how to resolve homelessness

Chaired by Jon Sparkes, the CEO of Crisis, the working group has brought 
together 12 people from the 3rd sector, local authorities, legal and academic as 
well as the church, all of whom have considerable expertise on homelessness

Letter from Fresh 
Start received by 
Graham Annan in 
January.
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REID THURSDAY CLUB
So far this session we have had a good variety of speakers and our AGM will 
be held at 2pm on 19th April. However, we still have three more meetings in 
the current session: all of which commence at 2.30pm.  
Our speakers and topics on those occasions will be:
8th March: Feed the Minds - Breaking the cycle of FGM
22nd March:  Ewan Aitken - The Cyrenians
5th April: Catherine Walker and Alison O'Donnell - Craiglockhart War Hospital
We are looking forward to seeing you there.  

ALISON MACLEOD

As the work has developed the group has had extensive conversations with 
people who are homeless or rough sleeping to learn as much as possible from 
people with lived and living experience of what it is like to be homeless and to 
have to deal with the various processes and procedures currently in place. Their 
stories have made for very sad listening.

Various themes are emerging around prevention, frontline support, 
measurement and monitoring, and legislation but the key theme is that rapid re-
housing to a permanent home becomes the default option wherever possible.

Of course there is a realisation that not every individual will immediately 
choose to take on a tenancy, and that in some circumstances people will need 
high quality and tailored emergency provision while issues of health, mental 
health or personal security are resolved. 

However all the evidence from around the world, especially Finland, indicates 
that a Scottish version of what is called ‘Housing First’ will be the most effective 
route to follow.

The working group has until the end of May to finalise its recommendations 
to the Scottish Government and is determined to do the very best it can 
to fulfil its remit and help transform the lives of thousands of people, not least 
over 6,600 children and young people registered as homeless in Scotland 
today.’

‘All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were 
built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that 
ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of mankind 

on this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.’ [Anon.]
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

4th MARCH Communion: third Sunday in Lent  
Dédicace de les Pièces de Fantaisie, Troisieme Suite - Louis Vierne 
Toccata in G major from Douze Pièces - Theodore Dubois
11th MARCH fourth Sunday in Lent  
Chorale Preludes on St Mary and Rockingham - Ernest A Dicks
Chorale Prelude Nun Danket alle Gott - Max Drischner
18th MARCH Passion Sunday    
Chorale Prelude O Mensch, bewein’ dein’ Sunde gross BWV 622 - J S Bach
Toccata-Prelude on Pange Lingua - Edward C. Bairstow
25th MARCH Palm Sunday  
Chorale Fantasia on ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’ - C Hubert H Parry
Fantasia on Valet will ich dir geben BWV 735 - J S Bach
Louis Vierne (1870—1937) was for many years organist of Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris. Like many French composers, he wrote much music that was 
not for his own instrument, including a symphony and a Piano Quintet that is 
well regarded. However, he is mostly remembered, at least in English-speaking 
countries, for his organ music. There are six symphonies, fours sets of pieces 
from which the present example is taken and two for manuals only which were 
intended for the harmonium. The influences of both Debussy and Ravel can be 
detected from time to time.

Theodore Dubois (1837—1924) studied at the Paris Conservatoire with 
Ambroise Thomas (composer of the opera Mignon) and later became the 
Director of the Conservatoire. He also held a number of appointments in 
Parisian churches, including La Madeleine. He wrote much music for his 
own instrument, issued in various collections. Not everything he wrote was 
outstandingly memorable, but the Toccata is among his best and most often 
played pieces.

Ernest A Dicks (1865—1948) wrote much organ music that was aimed at the 
amateur player and often was based on hymn tunes, making them ideal for use 
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at church services. Most of his pieces are small-scale, such as the Preludes based 
on two hymn tunes associated with Lent that I have included today. They are 
unpretentious, but effective.

Max Drischner (1891—1971) was part of the German tradition of organist-
composers, writing in the stereotypical forms of Prelude, Toccata, Fugue and 
others. Naturally, these would include chorale preludes such as the one based 
on the tune sung in this country to a translation of the German text, ‘Now 
thank we all our God’. While the form may be a traditional one, Drischner adds 
harmonic twists that are decidedly twentieth-century.

J S Bach (1685—1750) compiled a collection of pieces that were intended 
to be used in the context of the Lutheran Mass. The collection was called 
Orgelbuchlein or ‘Little Organbook’ and it is from this collection that the Chorale 
Prelude O Mensch, bewein’ dein’ Sunde gross is taken. This is based on a 
chorale designed to be expressive of the overwhelming sorrow occasioned by 
the events of Good Friday. As befits the subject matter, the harmonic language 
is, for Bach, very chromatic and can be compared with similar moments in his 
settings of the passions. The Fantasia that concludes the service on Palm Sunday 
is based on the tune sung to the words ‘All glory laud and honour’. This is a 
piece that is not part of any collection made by Bach and the tune is clearly 
stated at the outset.

Edward C Bairstow (1874—1946) was associated with both Leeds Parish Church 
and York Minster. His output of music is small, but very distinguished and the 
Toccata-Prelude on Pange Lingua uses the plainsong melody as a cantus firmus 
in the same way as Drischner and Bach do in their chorale-based pieces. This is 
part of a trilogy of pieces all founded on themes associated with Passiontide.

C Hubert H Parry (1848—1918) was Director of the Royal College of Music in 
London and an enormous influence on British musical life. His choral music and 
organ music never passed out of fashion, but in the last twenty years, much 
greater interest has been shown in his chamber and orchestral music. The 
Fantasia is based on an old English tune that was used for the words of Edward 
Miller’s hymn before it became so strongly linked with the tune still sung today 
and that is Rockingham. Parry provides a skilful essay in stylistic pastiche and it 
is interesting to compare it with the Bach prelude that was played on Passion 
Sunday. The keyboard figuration owes much to Baroque models, while retaining 
its identity as an example of nineteenth century homage to the earlier era.
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4th MARCH
Gillian Brown, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie
Evening: Richard Black

11th MARCH
Linda Farrer, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

18th MARCH
Susanne Dalziel, Morag Reid
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

25th MARCH
Diane Craik, Alison Macleod
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

1st APRIL
Anne Burgess, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table; Graham Clark

8th APRIL
Sheila Capewell, Susan Mackay
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table; June Wylie

15th APRIL
Graham Clark, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table; Liz Suttie

22nd APRIL
Gillian Brown, Jacky Harris
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table; Ann Jones

29th APRIL
Richard Black, Lindsay Wood
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table; Joyce Rosie

DOOR DUTIES

BOOK SHOP
Thank you as ever to all of you who support the Book Shop both with 
donations of good titles and contributions to fund raising. Rena and husband 
Archie recently researched and purchased new tubs for the display which 
makes both browsing and re-stocking so much easier. Every Sunday early, 
Richard assesses what’s left in the tubs after the week’s activities in the halls, 
replenishes the stock and where necessary, removes titles that are obviously 
not attracting our readers! Spring is about to happen (hopefully!) so please, 
when you are having a good clear-out, may we have any books you no longer 
want? (Paperbacks in good condition are best.) Our stocks are running low and 
we don’t want to miss out on any potential customers. Books can be left either 
at the back of the church or in the Green Room. A huge thank you from the 
Book Team: Alison Masson, Rena Davidson (and Archie), Richard Black and a 
good few others who always help us out on special sale days.



FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
We held our first Committee Meeting of 2018 on Wednesday 31st January. 
One of the main items on the agenda was to arrange the dates for this year’s 
Coffee Mornings, which will be as follows:
Spring Fair & Coffee Morning – Saturday 24th March
Community Coffee Morning – Saturday 16th June
Craft Sale & Coffee Morning – Saturday 8th September
Christmas Fair & Coffee Morning – Saturday 17th November

All the Coffee Mornings will be held in the Large Hall and run from 10.00am 
– 12.00noon, hopefully you will be able to come along and join us at these 
popular and social events. Dusty Bin and the Book Shop have both started 
slowly but positively with the takings for Dusty Bin standing at £19 and £93 for 
the Book Shop. Due to the large demand at the end of 2017 we are running 
a bit low on books [see opposite]. If you are having an early Spring Clean, 
we would really appreciate any donations of books that you could make.  We 
are also delighted to welcome Siobhan Gilliland and Stevie Douglas as new 
members to the committee. As always, we sincerely appreciate your continued 
support and generous donations. 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
Our first Sunday Morning Coffee with Home Baking this year took place on 

Sunday 5th February and thanks to your donations and on going support we 
took the fantastic sum of £204.50. One of our best Sundays ever! This now 
brings our new total to £260.10. The new charities that we are supporting 
are Edinburgh Young Carers and Edinburgh Children’s Hospital, both local 
charities supporting and caring for children and young people. As always, we 
really appreciate your support and donations.

GRAHAM ANNAN

15

WHAT NOW?
Today, I was in the bathroom at a popular coffee chain. 

Someone had written "What Would Jesus Do?" on the wall. 
Another person had added, directly underneath: "Wash His 

hands." Then a third person wrote, "And your feet”

SCARED
Some people are scared of church like they are scared of 

helicopters – they are frightened of being sucked into the rotas.



C H U R C H  •  E D I N B U R G H

REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be 
April. Please send Linda any articles or 
notices by the 23rd March - see page 2 
for contact details.
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The theme at the 
last Messy Church 
(21st January) was 
Scotland, and the 

children produced a 
great giant flag.


