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DEAR FRIENDS, 
Have you ever played a game of Jenga, KerPlunk or Pick 
up Sticks with your family or friends? If you have, you know 
that it involves taking a turn to remove a stick or tile without 
disturbing any of the others, or in the case of KerPlunk without 
dislodging any marbles. Such games involve decision making, 
if you choose wrongly you miss your turn or as in Jenga the sticks come 
crashing down. 

Life is full of decision making. Some decisions as in the games mentioned 
are not all that serious. Yet other decisions are more crucial. School children 
in their fifth or sixth year may have difficulty in deciding what subjects to take, 
determining what they will do in their future. Other decisions such as who will 
we marry: how many children would we like: where will we live: what house will 
we buy and can we afford it, can take much deliberation and thought. Put off a 
decision and we may find that when we do finally make up our minds, it’s too 
late and the choice is taken out of our hands. For all of us there comes a time 
for decision.

At the outset of Jesus’ earthly ministry he was called to decide as to how 
best to carry out God’s will and purpose for his life. On hearing the news of 
John the Baptist’s preaching, Jesus must have realised that his hour had come. 
Did his spirit leap with joy or recoil with fear? Was this the moment he’d been 
looking forward to, or a time he’d been dreading? We will never know. What 
we do know, however, is that Jesus answered the call. He went out into the 
wilderness to be baptised and so set in motion the three years of his ministry 
that cost him so much. His hour had come: his time for decision.

Yet, it wasn’t only Jesus who was called to decide. The multitudes that 
flocked to hear John preach were each challenged to turn from their old way 
of life and start afresh. Peter, Andrew, James and John, who were fishing had 
to decide when called by Jesus to follow him, to do so or not. The same was 
true for Matthew and a host of others who we encounter through the pages of 
scripture.

In a similar fashion, it comes to us today. We are challenged to commit our 
lives to Christ: to take up the cross and follow him. We are called to serve Christ 
within his church in many ways: by becoming a member of the choir, helping 
with young people’s ministry, becoming a member of the congregational 
board or an elder of the Kirk Session, or perhaps by helping with the coffee or 

FROM OUR MINISTER
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SERVICES
Sunday 3rd March 10:30am 

Sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION: joint service with Craigmillar Park
Rev Liam Fraser will lead Worship at Reid Memorial Church

Sunday 10th March 10:30am
 MORNING WORSHIP: First Sunday in Lent. Preacher to be confirmed

Sunday 17th March 11:15am (note change of time       )
MORNING WORSHIP: Second Sunday in Lent

Worship will be conducted by Rev Alex McAspurren (Sole Nominee)
See article on page 8 for more details

Saturday 24th March 10:30am
MORNING WORSHIP: Third Sunday in Lent

Worship will be conducted by Rev Alex Douglas

Sunday 31st March 10:30am
MORNING WORSHIP: Fourth Sunday in Lent

Worship will be conducted by Rev Alex Douglas

DEATHS
28th December 2018, Mrs Moira Belleville, Findhorn Place (D13)

1st February 2019, Mr Peter Wood, Morningside Drive

tea or transporting people to and from church. Such decisions can prove heart 
searching as we ask ourselves if we up to the task.

As we are about to embark on a new ministry in Craigmillar Park with Reid 
Memorial, the new minister will be looking for people to support him or her in 
the months and years ahead. In this the season of Lent we must reflect upon 
and decide how best we can serve God in the world today. Through prayer and 
quiet contemplation, we can hear God’s voice urging us forward, calling us to 
respond. When we answer his challenge and seeking to do his will, we are not 
alone but are helped by his enabling strength and through the support and 
friendship of so many others who remember us in their prayers and thoughts.

Every blessing, ALEX
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF 

MARCH
100 YEARS AGO, on 17th March 1919 that Nat King Cole, the American 
jazz/swing/pop singer and pianist was born (died 1965).
80 YEARS AGO, that the fictional superhero Batman made his first 
appearance, in Detective Comics no. 27
75 YEARS AGO, from 24th to 25th March 1944 that World War 2’s 
‘Great Escape’ took place.  76 Allied prisoners broke out of the Stalag 
Luft III prisoner-of-war camp near Sagan, Germany after digging tunnels.  
73 were recaptured and 50 executed.  The event was dramatised in the 
classic film The Great Escape.
60 YEARS AGO, on 9th March 1959 that the Barbie doll was launched 
at the International Toy Fair in New York City, USA.
50 YEARS AGO, on 4th March 1969 that British gangsters Ronald 
and Reginald Kray (the Kray twins) were found guilty of murdering the 
criminals Jack McVitie (‘Jack the Hat’) and George Cornell. They were 
sentenced to life imprisonment.
40 YEARS AGO, on 26th March 1979 that The Camp David Peace 
Accord was signed by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, ending 30 years of war.
30 YEARS AGO, on 12th March 1989 that Tim Berners-Lee invented the 
World Wide Web while working at CERN.
25 YEARS AGO, on 12th March 1994 that the first women priests in the 
Church of England were ordained.
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5th MARCH: PANCAKE DAY
SHROVE TUESDAY
Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent? The tradition dates 
back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians spent Lent in repentance 
and severe fasting. 

So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell would 
summon them to confession, where they would be ‘shriven’, or absolved 
from their sins, which gives us Shrove Tuesday. At home, they would then 
eat up their last eggs and fat, and making a pancake was the easiest way 
to do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty well starved themselves.

Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and today’s 
pancake races are in remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in 
Olney, Buckinghamshire. She was making pancakes when she heard the 
shriving bell calling her to confession. Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the 
church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan.

Flipping pancakes is also centuries old. A poem from Pasquil’s Palin 
in 1619 runs: 'And every man and maide doe take their turne, And tosse 
their Pancakes up for feare they burne.'

Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used 
to highlight four significant things about this time of year: eggs stand for 
creation, flour is the staff of life, salt keeps things wholesome, and milk 
stands for purity. 

Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days before Easter Sunday and falls 
between 3rd February and 9th March.

'And He watched over me before I knew Him and before I learned sense or 
even distinguished between good and evil.' St. Patrick

'I arise today through God’s strength to pilot me;
God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to guide me,

God’s ear to hear me, God’s word to speak for me,
God’s hand to guard me, God’s way to lie before me,

God’s shield to protect me afar and anear, alone or in a multitude.' 
St. Patrick [St. Patrick's Day is 17th March]
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6th MARCH: MOURNING OUR SINS
ASH WEDNESDAY
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  But why 'Ash' Wednesday? The 
reason has to do with getting things right between you and God, and 
the tradition goes right back to the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned. When they finally 
came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they 
could do nothing but repent in sorrow. They mourned for the damage 
and evil they had done. As part of this repentance, they covered their 
heads with ashes. For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and even 
rending your clothes, was an outward sign of their heart-felt repentance 
and acknowledgement of sin. (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 
2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6)

In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of penitents had 
ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were turning 
to God for the first time, and mourning their sins. But soon many other 
Christians wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very 
start of Lent.  They heeded Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and not your 
garments' (Joel 2:12-19).  Ash Wednesday became known as either the 
'beginning of the fast' or ‘the day of the ashes’.

The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at the Reformation, 
though the old name for the day remained.  Today, throughout the 
Church of England, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is 
optional.   Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people of 
their mortality: 'Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return...'  
(Genesis 3:19)

The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm 
Sunday in the previous year in order to create the ashes for Ash 
Wednesday. 

HAPPY
Never miss an opportunity to make others happy,

 even if you have to leave them alone in order to do it.
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31st MARCH: 4th SUNDAY IN LENT
MOTHERING SUNDAY
There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and 
therefore He made mothers.

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human 
mothers - all of them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering 
Sunday’ - as the fourth Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. It has been 
celebrated in the UK since at least the 16th century.

In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour 
Cybele, Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in honour of 
Mother Earth were also celebrated. With the arrival of Christianity, the 
festival became one honouring Mother Church.

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or 
working as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on 
which to visit their families - which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its 
name. This special day became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten 
fast was broken. In some places the day was called Simnel Day, because 
of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that day.

In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways now 
resembles the American Mothers’ Day, with families going out to Sunday 
lunch and generally making a fuss of their mother on the day. 

LIFE SAVING!
At the last Board meeting in November we discussed the possibility of 
purchasing a defribrillator, which would be installed at the church.

After discussion, it was decided this was a very good idea. It would cost 
approximately £1,000 to buy the kind of defibrillator which would stay inside, 
(not one to be mounted outside by the railings.) Then we would organise 
training for some folk in the church, so we could use the machine if the need 
arose. Before the end of the week, I was contacted to say an anonymous donor 
had donated the money for the total amount! How wonderful! Thank you!
So now we have the defibrillator, and it will be mounted in the corridor 
between the Church and the halls, (just where we go down the 4 steps). 

Let's hope we never need to use it, but it's great to know it is there, and 
training can begin soon.  SUSAN MACKAY 
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DOOR DUTIES
7th APRIL
Linda Farrer, Alison Macleod
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

14th APRIL
Diane Craik, Morag Reid
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: June Wylie

21st APRIL
Graham Clark, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Alison Masson

28th APRIL
Siobhan Gilliland, Susan MacKay
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

5th MAY
Sheila Capewell, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

12th MAY
Anne Burgess, Geeta MacKay
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Rose Mackenzie

19th MAY
Gillian Brown, Jacky Harris
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

26th MAY
Lindsay Wood, Suzanne Dalziel
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Alison Masson

2nd JUNE
Mary Allan, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: June Wylie
Evening: Richard Black

9th JUNE
Siobhan Gilliland, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Stephen Thomson 
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

16th JUNE
Graham Clark, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson 
Welcome table: Alison Masson

23rd JUNE
Diane Craik, Morag Reid
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

30th JUNE
Linda Farrer, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Rose Mackenzie

7th JULY
Suzanne Dalziel, Alison Macleod
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: June Wylie

14th JULY
Sheila Capewell, Susan MacKay
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Graham Clark

21st JULY
Anne Burgess, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

28th JULY
Gillian Brown, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson 
Welcome table: Alison Masson
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SOLE NOMINEE
The Rev Alex McAspurren has been invited to preach as 
Sole Nominee for the ministry at Craigmillar Park linked 
with Reid Memorial. 

He will be preaching in both congregations on 
Sunday 17th March 2019. He will be at Craigmillar 
Park at 9:45am and then with us at Reid Memorial at 
11:15am. After Rev. McAspurren has preached, members 
of the congregation whose names are on the Electoral 
Register will be invited to vote in a secret ballot to say 
whether they wish to call him as our new minister. The votes of both congregations 
will be mixed and counted, and we expect the result to be declared on Sunday 
24th March at the morning service. If you are not sure whether you are eligible to 
vote, please speak to the Session Clerk as soon as possible and in any case before 
5th March 2019 when the Kirk Session will meet to finalise the Register.

The Nominating Committee is confident that Rev. McAspurren has the 
experience and skills that the congregations were seeking and reached their 
decision unanimously. Rev. McAspurren was ordained in 2002 and has served 
in parishes in Edinburgh, Stevenston and Corby; he has been minister at Leith 
North since 2011. He also has a good deal of other relevant experience including 
time spent working with Bethany – he has a qualification in substance misuse 
management and a long-standing interest in homelessness and addiction issues. 
He has been involved with Street Pastors and with local foodbanks, is a member of 
the Church of Scotland’s Society, Religion and Technology Project, is a recognised 
mentor for people exploring their call to ministry and is an occasional radio and 
television broadcaster on faith issues. 

Please come along to the service on 17th March and have your say. It is always 
better for the minister to have the pews full on such an occasion and we’d love a 
big turnout for the event.

WITH MOTHERING SUNDAY IN MIND...
'I learned more about Christianity from my mother than from all the 

theologians of England.' John Wesley

UNIQUE
Always remember you're unique. Just like everyone else.
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REID THURSDAY CLUB
We all enjoyed our talks on 24th January and 7th February. Sheana 
Stephen told us about her great-aunt, Jessie Stephen, and her time as a 
Suffrage Pioneer, while Eric Melvin talked to us on the Edinburgh of John 
Kay. On 21th February Anne Black came along to talk on 'The Only Home 
They Knew: Aberlour Orphanage and WWI memories'.
Our future meetings are:
7th March Julia Cormack History of Edinburgh City Libraries
21st March Mary Welsh Dunfermline Abbey
4th April   Christian Melville Combat Stress
18th April    AGM @ 2pm
So why not join us to enjoy tea, biscuits and chat after our talks? 
ALISON MACLEOD

NEWINGTON CHURCHES TOGETHER 

BASICS BANK
Last Thursday (14th February) was the 6th anniver-
sary of the Basics Bank at Kings Hall. How time flies! 

During the last few weeks our numbers have increased 
and currently we have 18 clients, including two families. We have been 
busy re-stocking our cupboards and are short of quite a few items, 
including: toothbrushes, toothpaste, shaving foam, soap, deodorant, 
tinned fruit, tinned carrots, tinned macaroni and jam.

Many of our clients are in B&B accommodation with only a kettle, so 
items like packets of noodles and Mug Shots are good as we're usually 
short of them.

It would be a great help if you were able to donate just one or two of 
these items. If you prefer to give a monetary donation, please place in 
a sealed envelope and hand to me on Sunday and I will pass this on to 
Alice, the food room supervisor.

Thanks again for all your help and please continue to pray for all our 
clients and helpers. ALISON MACLEOD
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 
CRAIGMILLAR PARK?
We are very much enjoying getting to know Helen Tew, our new locum, and her 
husband Miles. It is always good to experience different kinds of worship and 
we’ve liked the new songs and hymns Helen is using. Miles does a mean children’s 
address and also has joined our choir. We’re very grateful to both of them for their 
energy and dedication to God’s service in our parish and community. Helen, as a 
Reader, cannot administer the sacrament of Holy Communion so we are grateful 
to Reid Memorial for agreeing to host a joint service on 3 March and we look 
forward to joining you, and the Rev Dr Liam Fraser.

The Treasurer and Finance Committee worked hard in the first few weeks of 
the year to prepare the Annual Report and Accounts 2018 and the budget for 
2019. The Trustees’ meeting to approve the Accounts was held on 13 February 
and it was good to receive that approval. The Accounts will now be submitted to 
Presbytery and, later in the year, to OSCR. This kind of work is largely invisible to 
those who are not on the Session and Board but it is time-consuming as well as 
vitally important. We’re hugely grateful to everyone who does so much to ensure 
that we comply with Church and charity law, freeing the congregation up to 
undertake its work of ministry and mission. The Accounts will be presented to the 
congregation at the Stated Annual Meeting in March together with a review of the 
year. PAULINE WEIBYE [Session Clerk]

GIVE YOUR GARDEN BIRDS A FEAST!
March is a hungry time for birds, but you can easily help them. Here 
are some things they will love:
•  Seed and grains like nyjer, millet, oats, and sunflower seeds.
•  Unsalted peanuts fit for human consumption. (cut them up, or the 
chicks could choke)
•  Cooked pasta, rice and boiled potatoes.
•  Grated cheese, unsalted uncooked bacon rind,  
•  Raisins and sultanas (be careful! These are poisonous for dogs)
•  Suet and fat balls.
•  Mealworms and waxworms.
•  Apples, pears and soft fruits, cut small.
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My spirit soars to hear the name
Of Jesus my Lord;
His Spirit sets my soul aflame
O Jesus my Lord!
No evil vexes while I cling
To Jesus my Lord,
So shall my joyful spirit sing
Of Jesus my Lord!

He gave His life that I should live
O Jesus my Lord!
My sinful soul He will forgive
Sweet Jesus my Lord!
Of His salvation now I’m sure
Through Jesus my Lord
I’ll sing His praises evermore
Dear Jesus, my Lord.

JESUS MY LORD BY NIGEL BEETON

JEREMY HUNT SPEAKS ON BEHALF 
OF PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
The Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, has been voicing his deep concern for 
Christians facing persecution worldwide. He has warned that a 'misguided 
political correctness’ must not inhibit the Government’s response to religious 
persecution, and that 'with Christianity on the verge of extinction in its 
birthplace, it is time for concerted action that begins to turn the tide.' In the 
Middle East, the Christian population has fallen from 20 per cent to five per 
cent of the total during the past 100 years.

Mr. Hunt has also said that he is not convinced that Britain’s response to 
the threats facing Christians had 'always matched the scale of the problem, 
nor taken account of the hard evidence that Christians often endure a 
disproportionate burden of persecution.

'Perhaps this is born out of the very British sense of awkwardness at ‘doing 
God’. Perhaps it’s an awareness of our colonial history, or, because Britain is a 
traditionally Christian country, some are fearful of being seen to help Christians 
in desperate need.' Whatever the reason, Mr. Hunt said, 'We must never allow 
a misguided political correctness to inhibit our response to the persecution of 
any religious community.'

Mr. Hunt appointed the Bishop of Truro, the Rt. Rev. Philip Mounstephen to 
lead a global review of the situation, and to report back by Easter. The Bishop is 
a former executive leader of the Church Mission Society.

[Editor: Nigel Beeton writes: 'All through the year we need to take time to just 
stop and consider what Jesus means to us. Lent, of course, offers an opportunity 
to deepen our worship of and our love for our incredible Saviour. Here are a few 
lines that I've penned to help us do that.']
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HOW MANY FRIENDS 
SHOULD YOU HAVE?
Have you ever stepped back and reviewed the friendships in your life? 
According to the anthropologist Dr Robin Dunbar of University College 
London, the maximum number of relationships we can have peaks at about 
150, known as Dunbar’s Number. He then divides this into: five close friends, 
15 good friends, 50 general acquaintances, and the remaining 130 as people 
we relate to in a friendly fashion.

Our five close friends are the ones to whom we can say anything, who 
have seen us at our worst, and on whom we can call on anytime, night or 
day, in a crisis. If you know five such people, you are blessed indeed! Our 15 
good friends are the ones we may not see for months, but we can pick up 
the friendship again at any time, without any effort, and with a great deal of 
pleasure. Our 50 general acquaintances are the people whose company we 
also enjoy. We may not make any specific regular efforts to see them, but when 
we do see them, we are glad.

How does a friendship start? There is a standard formula needed for all of 
them: some initial ‘spark’ of empathy, plus proximity to the person, plus time to 
spend with that person. 

How much time does it take to turn an acquaintance into a friend? According 
to Jeffrey Hall, associate professor of communication studies at the University 
of Kansas, it takes 50 hours to turn an acquaintance into a casual friend. If that 
goes well, then at 90 hours you begin to carve out time to see each other on 
purpose. By 200 hours, you are close friends, see each other often, and support 
each other emotionally. 

WITH LENT IN MIND…
'There is no higher priority in the believer’s life than 

to delight himself in the love of Christ.' Maurice Roberts
'Man's way leads to a hopeless end - 

God's way leads to an endless hope.' Anon
'Jesus can be contacted 24 hours a day: 

just go on on-line via your knee-mail.' Anon
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

3rd MARCH 
Two Hymn Tune Preludes on Caithness and London New - Robert Groves 
March in C major - Henry Purcell arranged by C H Trevor
10th MARCH
Passion Op 145 No.4 - Max Reger
Introduction and Fugue on St Matthew - C Charlton Palmer
17th MARCH
Cantilène Op 29 No. 2 - Gabriel Pierne
Prelude in F minor - Arthur Milner
24th MARCH
Melody in G minor - York Bowen
Postlude on a theme of Orlando Gibbons (Song 22) - Charles V Stanford
31st MARCH
Chorale Prelude Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend - J S Bach
After the service Prelude and Fugue in F minor - Johann Krebs
Robert Groves (b. 1912) was assistant organist to Marmaduke Conway at both 
Chichester and Ely Cathedrals. Otherwise very little is known about him and 
this includes the date of his death. His treatment of the two psalm tunes is 
very much in the style of Stanford and Parry, but with rather more adventurous 
harmony.
Henry Purcell (1659—1695) was appointed organist of Westminster Abbey, but 
his organ works do not compare with his genius in other fields. Accordingly, 
there has been a tradition of playing arrangements of music from his theatre 
and court music and this March is a good example of his ceremonial style 
which, a century later, was to influence Handel.
Max Reger (1873–1916) composed in all the stereotypical classical forms, 
except opera and the symphony. Outside Germany his organ music is best 
known, although more of his output of chamber and orchestral music seems to 
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be gaining acceptance. The set of pieces from which this piece is taken is the 
last that he composed and some of them bear titles which correspond with the 
church’s year, being mediations on the liturgical theme.
C Charlton Palmer (1871—1944) was organist of Canterbury Cathedral for 28 
years, having previously served in Wichmore, Pau (France), Lichfield Cathedral 
as assistant, Burton-on-Trent and Ludlow. Amongst other works he published 
three sets of Twelve Studies on Old English Hymn Tunes. Like Groves above, 
Palmer followed the style of the more mainstream English composers of 
the time, but his music is very competent and has a welcome degree of 
individuality. The words associated with this tune are ‘The earth belongs unto 
the Lord’ which then leads on to ‘Ye gates lift up your heads’.
Gabriel Pierné (1863—1937) is mainly remembered for one of his more trivial 
piano works March of the Little Tin Soldiers, which became very popular. The 
piece I am playing this morning comes from a set of three Op 29 and which 
is regarded as the best of his few organ works. This is the middle piece, the 
others being a Prélude and a Scherzando.
Arthur Milner (1894—1972) taught at the Newcastle Royal Grammar School 
for 20 years and was a reviewer for The Musical Times. As a composer he 
was a skilful miniaturist whose music has many deft touches. He seems to 
have instinctively retreated from larger forms, although there are one or two 
orchestral works. The Prelude in F minor is the first of a set of three pieces and 
although compact in form, there are some harmonic surprises culminating in a 
powerful climax.
York Bowen (1884—1961) was best known as both a pianist and composer for 
the piano, whose music has undergone something of a revival, particularly in 
the recording studio. There are three Piano Concertos as well as many smaller 
works. There are only one or two organ works, but these are of high quality.
Charles V Stanford (1852—1924) was the most celebrated teacher of 
composition in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and his many 
pupils who went on to achieve distinction attest to his abilities. His own music 
is never less than well-written and in the case of his organ music, it is the 
shorter pieces that have always been more favoured, partly because they are 
less demanding technically. In this example he treats a hymn tune by Orlando 
Gibbons that is sung to various sets of words, including ‘Here, O my Lord. I see 
Thee face to face’.
J S Bach (1685—1750) was sensitive to the import of the texts to which various 
chorales were sung. In this case the title is translated [continued over >] 
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FUNDRAISING 
NEWS
Hopscotch Children’s Charity 

We want to say a big thank you to all our contributors and donors for 
Homebaking Sundays over the past few months. In February we reached our 
target of £500 for the Hopscotch Children’s Charity. 

Hopscotch works with young people who are struggling either in their 
school or home life. Some are experiencing family issues that restrict the 
experiences they have in life such as trips, activities or holidays. Many of the 
children are struggling in school with bullying and negative peer relationships. 
Some of the young people also suffer due to neglect, domestic abuse, parental 
drug and alcohol abuse and parental mental health issues. Many act as young 
carers and are responsible for the care of a parent or siblings. This can be very 
isolating for the children and can also lead to bullying. 

We feel these young people really deserve a Hopscotch break and for many 
it is a vital respite from a difficult home environment. For more information: 
www.hopscotch-charity.org. The money will really make a difference so thank 
you all. KATRINA RUSSELL

As I am sure you are all aware, the fundraising committee has gone 
through some changes over the last few months and now consists of Sheena 
Richardson, Katrina Russell, Isabel McMichael, Suzanne Dalziel, Ali Dalziel, Mary 
Allan, Stevie Douglas, Siobhan Gilliland, Susan Mackay, Michelle Harrison and 
Jemima Harrison. 

as, ‘Lord Jesus Christ, be present now’ which invokes the composer’s more 
intimate manner in his treatment of the tune, which is likely to be associated 
with the sacrament of Communion.
Johann Ludwig Krebs (1713—1780) was both a chorister and a pupil under 
J S Bach. He was organist to the court of Altenberg. Of all Bach’s pupils, he 
was the most successful imitator of his master’s style, to the point that the 
authorship of copies of some pieces in the handwriting of both masters cannot 
be determined with complete certainty. This Prelude and Fugue is one of the 
shorter examples, but clearly shows Krebs’ skill.
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With many fresh faces, we are all keen to uphold the marvellous work and 
effort that has been made over recent years.

Thanks to the continuous generosity of the congregation, we have been able 
to donate £500 to the Drum Riding Centre for the Disabled. Rachel Wilson from 
our congregation handed a cheque to the Drum RDA on behalf of The Reid, 
and the attached picture shows her doing so beside her current horse, called 
Mr Bob, who actually almost ate the cheque! Rachel has benefited hugely from 
the Drum RDA work and has become more comfortable around these animals 
through their work.

The committee are planning big things for 2019, to fill big shoes of course, 
and would be very appreciative of suggestions for any future fund raising 
ideas. If you are keen to try something new, or have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to speak to a member of the committee.

Thank you to the whole congregation for your endless support towards our 
events. JEMIMA HARRISON

FUNDRAISING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

23rd March 10:00 am to 12:00 noon SPRING FAIR
15th June 10:00 am to 12:00 noon COMMUNITY EVENT
7th October 10:00am to 12:00 noon CRAFT FAIR
16th November 10:00am to 12:00 noon CHRISTMAS FAIR
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The next issue of REIDON... will be 
April. Please send Linda any articles or 
notices by 22nd March - see page 2 for 
contact details.

WWW.REIDMEMORIAL.ORG.UK
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

3rd MARCH Miss A Macleod Mary Hunter
10th MARCH Mrs J Rosie Hazel Melrose
17th MARCH M Reid & M Hunter Lydia Scott
24th MARCH Mrs K Russell Maisie Jamieson
31st MARCH Mr & Mrs Dalziel Anne and Richard Black

7th APRIL Mr & Mrs Beckett Lorna Husband
14th APRIL Miss A MacLeod Susan Shepherd
21st APRIL Mrs M Houston Easter Flowers
28th APRIL Mrs J Rosie Henry Philip

'I am writing to thank you and the 
congregation at Reid Memorial for your 
generous donation of £620 to Fresh 
Start’s Cookers for Christmas Appeal. We 
really appreciate your support. Up to this 
date, we have raised over £17,000. On 
behalf of Fresh Start I would like to thank 
you so much for such a kind and generous 
donation.

As you know, your donations allow us 
to continue to carry out our work to help 
vulnerable people in Edinburgh who have 
experienced the trauma and disruption of 
homelessness have a fresh start in life.
Thank you for your support.
Kind Regards,
LEANNE
Project Administrator'


