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On Sunday 12th November we will be holding our annual 
service of Remembrance. In this service we will remember the 
victims of war and all those who have died to bring freedom and 
to help make the world a better place in which to live in. Today is 
also a stark reminder that our world is deeply broken and divided 
because of human violence. This year has already seen, in the UK, four acts 
of terrorism, where many people have lost their lives and others were badly 
injured. In other parts of the world too there has been violence and bloodshed.  

For the Christian, Remembrance presents a unique opportunity to meditate 
and to pray for peace. In so doing, what better example can we have than 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace? It was Jesus’ longing that we might live together 
in peace and harmony, loving one another as he loves us.  Indeed, after 
his resurrection Jesus came to the disciples in the Upper Room where he spoke 
these words to his disciples, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you’. Jesus sent out his disciples to be his peacemakers. 
In the Beatitudes Jesus said, ‘Blessed are those who work for peace God will 
call them his children’.  We are called then to work for peace and to pursue it. 
This is no easy task but by the power and spirit of Christ living within us we can 
be used as his instruments to bring peace about.

Martin Luther King Jr. wrote these words, “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate only love can 
do that. Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies violence, and toughness 
multiplies toughness in a descending spiral of destruction. The chain reaction 
of evil-hate begetting hate, wars producing more wars-must be broken, or we 
shall be plunged into the dark abyss of annihilation”. Strong, powerful words 
that stand for the right. Martin Luther King suffered much for his cause yet in 
doing so he was greatly used by God to annihilate racial segregation. It was 
Martin Luther King’s dream that men and women, black and white, would stand 
hand in hand, as one in freedom and in love. Surely as Christians this too must 
be our vision, to work together until that day where love will reign supreme and 
where peoples everywhere will be united in peace.

Every blessing, ALEX

FROM THE MINISTER



All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas unless otherwise stated. 

5th November 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP
HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary after the service

12th November 10:30am REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

19th November 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 

26nd November 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

KIRK SESSION meets on Wednesday, 22nd November

WELCOME
Mrs Margaret Edwards, West Savile Terrace, from Craigmillar Park Church

SERVICES



ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER
150 YEARS AGO: on 7th Nov 1867 that Marie Curie, the Polish-born 
French physicist and chemist, was born.

100 YEARS AGO: on 2nd Nov 1917, that the British government 
issued the Balfour Declaration which confirmed its support for the 
establishment of a national home in Palestine for the Jewish people.

75 YEARS AGO: following Britain’s victory at the Second Battle of El 
Alamein, Winston Churchill announced: ‘This is not the end. It is not even 
the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’

70 YEARS AGO: on 20th Nov 1947 that Princess Elizabeth (now 
Queen Elizabeth II) married Philip Mountbatten at Westminster Abbey 
in London. (Philip had been given the title Duke of Edinburgh by King 
George VI the previous day.)

65 YEARS AGO: on 1st Nov 1952 that the USA carried out the first 
successful detonation of a hydrogen bomb, in a test on the Pacific island 
of Elugelab, Marshall Islands. The island was completely destroyed and 
no longer exists.

50 YEARS AGO: on 27th Nov 1967 that French President Charles de 
Gaulle vetoed Britain’s application to join the Common Market. (de 
Gaulle resigned from office in 1969 and Britain reapplied and was 
accepted. It joined the EEC – now the EU – in 1973.)

25 YEARS AGO: on 11th Nov 1992 that the General Synod of the 
Church of England voted to allow women to become priests. (The first 
women were ordained as priests in March 1994.)

ALSO 25 YEARS AGO: on 20th Nov 1992 that the Windsor Castle fire 
took place. A fire broke out in a private chapel and spread to a large part 
of the building. Damage was extensive and took five years to repair, at a 
cost of £40million. Buckingham Palace was opened to the public for the 
first time to help raise the money.

Continued over >
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DOOR DUTIES
5th NOVEMBER
Susanne Dalziel, Susan Mackay
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: June Wylie

12th NOVEMBER
Alison Macleod, Linda Farrer
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

19th NOVEMBER
Graham Clark, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

26th NOVEMBER
Diane Craik, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran

[continued] 

20 YEARS AGO: on 12th Nov 1997 that Brazil’s Supreme Court 
rejected Britain’s request to extradite ‘Great Train Robber’ Ronnie Biggs. 

10 YEARS AGO: on 3rd Nov 2007 that the death of Martin Meehan, 
Irish republican and Sinn Fein politician, took place. He was the first 
person to be convicted of membership of the Provisional IRA and spent 
18 years in prison.

BOOK REVIEW
FORGOTTEN BIBLE STORIES 
by Margaret McAllister and Alida Massari, Lion Childrens, £9.99

An elegantly illustrated collection of 13 lesser-known Bible stories. Margaret 
McAllister imaginatively retells these tales of often-forgotten people, specially 
chosen for their care and compassion towards the vulnerable, and their 
(sometimes unexpected) strength of character. Balaam, Hagar, Mephibosheth, 
Naboth’s Vineyard, The Widow, Naaman’s Servant, Ebedmelech, Elizabeth, 
Centurion, The Servants in the Courtyard, Dorcas, Barnabas, Eunice, Philemon.



The apostle Andrew is patron saint of Scotland. It was Andrew who 
helped introduce a group of Greeks to Jesus (John 12:20-2) and Andrew 
who offered Jesus the five small barley loaves and two small fishes when 
Jesus challenged them to feed the five thousand. (John 6:8) His faith 
in Jesus over small things was richly rewarded, and this faithful, kindly 
Galilean fisherman turned disciple went on to become one of the 12 
apostles of the Christian Church.

In the West, Andrew’s feast-day was universal from the 6th century, and 
hundreds of churches were named after him in Italy, France and England. 
But how did he end up as patron saint of Scotland? 

Well, according to one ancient legend, his relics were taken from Patras 
to Scotland in the 8th century, and ended up in Fife, where a church 
dedicated to him was built and became a centre for evangelisation and 
later pilgrimage. As Andrew was the only apostle to make it as far as 
Scotland, he was chosen as patron saint. 

But Andrew did not stay in Scotland. After the fall of Constantinople in 
1204, it is said that the Crusaders took his relics to Amalfi. From there the 
despot Thomas Palaeologus sent his head to the pope in Rome in 1461 – 
where it became one of the most treasured possessions of St Peters - until 
it was sent to the church in Constantinople by Paul VI.
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30th NOVEMBER

ST. ANDREW



During the Second World War, Winston 
Churchill was Britain’s Prime Minister. 
At the same time, William Temple 
was Archbishop of Canterbury. While 
Churchill led the country against 
Germany, Temple encouraged the 
British people to trust the Lord for their 
deliverance and strength. Like Churchill, 
Temple was a great leader, a gifted 
orator and a prolific writer. He was also a 
theologian and social activist.

Temple was born on 15th October 1881. From 1921-29 Temple was 
Bishop of Manchester. In 1926 he urged the British government to seek 
a negotiated agreement to the General Strike. 

Temple excelled as a moderator; a teacher and a preacher and his 
appointment as Archbishop of York (1929-40) was a popular one. His 
influence also led to the formation of the British Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches. During the 2nd World War he jointly 
founded the Council of Christians and Jews to combat anti-Semitism 
and other forms of prejudice in Britain.

As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an outspoken 
advocate of social reform and became involved in the campaign against 
unemployment, poverty and poor housing. He believed in the rights 
of all people, whether rich or poor, and was a leading force for social 
justice. He was grounded in the problems of the working man and in 
his book Christianity and Social Order (1942) he shared his vision for all 
to have access to healthcare, education and decent housing. His radical 
thinking and activism played a foundational role in the formation of the 
British Welfare State. 

Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 
1944. He was the first Primate of All England to be cremated and his 
ashes were buried in the cloister garden of Canterbury Cathedral. He is 
the last Archbishop of Canterbury to have died while in office.
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4th NOVEMBER

WILLIAM TEMPLE
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
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WE REMEMBER
The Somme, Dunkirk and Passchendaele
Cause us to think of times of war, 
when men and boys went bravely out
They fought, some died and returned no 
more.

They gave their all that we should live; 
we never should forget such cost, 
remembering with thankful hearts
our freedom gained as lives were lost.

Another Man gave up His life, 
another war, another fight, 
with all mankind held fast in chains
as darkness fell as black as night.

The cost was high; a sinless life
to break the chains and set us free, 
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s cross
Paid that price for you and me.

BY MEGAN CARTER

REMEMBER, REMEMBER 
THE FIFTH OF NOVEMBER 
AND PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
5th November is this year’s International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church (IDOP). The aim is to focus a wave of worldwide prayer on 
Christians who are being persecuted for their faith. 

IDOP began in 1996, when a coalition of Christian organisations 
decided that the global Church could no longer be silent in the face of 
such suffering. They were ‘appalled’ by the possibility that more people 
had died for their Christian faith in the 20th century than in all the 
previous centuries combined.  In a statement, they pledged to end ‘our 
own silence in the face of the suffering of all those persecuted for their 
religious faith.’

If you would like to understand a bit more about what is happening, 
and just some of the organisations who support the Persecuted Church 
worldwide, the following websites will be of interest:
BARNABAS FUND: barnabasfund.org
CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY WORLDWIDE: www.csw.org.uk
OPEN DOORS: www.opendoorsuk.org
RELEASE INTERNATIONAL: www.releaseinternational.org
WORLD WATCH MONITOR: www.worldwatchmonitor.org



NOMINATING COMMITTEE
On Sunday 15th October, we elected the following people to be our share of 
the 13-strong Nominating Committee. They are: David White, Suzanne Dalziel, 
Lindsay Wood, Alison Masson, Susan Mackay, Stephen Thomson, and Ian 
Beckett. As a congregation, we are grateful to all those who volunteered their 
services so willingly (no arms were twisted in the electing of this committee!) 
and we are also grateful to those who were not elected for their generous good 
wishes to the team. The purpose of the Nominating Committee is to present 
one candidate to the congregations of Reid Memorial and Craigmillar Park 
churches for election as their future minister.

Since all discussions within the Nominating Committee are confidential, 
there may well be what seems an irritating lack of progress reports. We trust the 
Nominating Committee to deliver for us and I would ask the congregation to 
support them in prayer. Grateful thanks also to those who helped so materially 
with voting papers and the count – the teamwork was great!

And thank you to the members of the congregation who took the time and 
the trouble to stay and vote. In fact, thanks all round!

ELIZABETH CLARK [Session Clerk]
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

5th NOVEMBER   Mrs M Houston   A Muir
12th NOVEMBER  M Reid/M Hunter   Remembrance Flowers
19th NOVEMBER  Miss A MacLeod   Rita Hastie
26th NOVEMBER  Mr & Mrs Suttie   Sheena Richardson

3rd DECEMBER   Mr & Mrs Dalziel   June Oliver
10th DECEMBER  Mr & Mrs Beckett   Alison MacLeod
17th DECEMBER  Mrs J Rosie    Christmas Flowers
24th DECEMBER  Christmas Flowers
31st DECEMBER   Christmas Flowers
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
It is only a few weeks until the CHRISTMAS FAIR AND COFFEE MORNING 
on Saturday 18th November in the Large Hall from 10:00am – 1:00pm [see 
rear cover advertisement]. We are extending the Coffee Morning by one hour 
to allow as many people as possible to come along and enjoy the day. We are 
again this year holding the Hamper Prize Draw event and as you will have seen 
we have a tree standing at the back of the Church on which are hanging tags 
with suggestions for donations to fill the hampers. If you have any hampers that 
you no longer require we would be very grateful for these. Martyn Strachan has 
kindly agreed to come along to play for us – please come along and join us. 
Donations of small items of Jewellery and Home Baking are much appreciated 

On Friday 24th November we are holding an early ST ANDREWS NIGHT 
CONCERT. This year it will be performed by the Stirling Caledonian Strathspey 
and Reel Society under the leadership of Bill Cook. Bill is also leader of The 
Scottish Fiddle Orchestra. As with our concert last year it will be held in the 
Church between 7.30pm – 9.30pm. Tickets will be £10 and include Tea/Coffee 
and shortbread available during the interval. All are welcome to come along 
and join us for this evening of traditional and modern Scottish music.

DUSTY BIN and the BOOK SHOP both are continuing to do well with this 
years takings standing at £216 for Dusty Bin and £991 for the Book Shop. As 
always your ongoing support and generosity are much appreciated.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
At the Sunday Coffee Morning with Home Baking on Sunday 1st October we 

raised, thanks to your support, the great sum of £150.70. We have also received 
a very generous donation of £100 that currently brings our total to a fantastic 
£721.80. This is in support of Fresh Start, a very worthwhile Church of Scotland 
charity that helps homeless people to establish a new home of their own. Many 
thanks for donating Home Baking and supporting this worthwhile cause.

GRAHAM ANNAN

EXAM HELP
In the examination paper, the professor wanted us to sign a form stating 
that we had not received any outside assistance. Unsure of whether he 
should sign the form, a student stated that he had prayed for the assistance 
of God. The professor carefully studied the answer page and then said, 
‘You can sign it with a clear conscience. God certainly did not assist you.’
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

5th NOVEMBER   
Andante in D major - Alfred Hollins      
Coronach - Edgar Barratt arranged by A Eaglefield Hull

12th NOVEMBER Remembrance Sunday  
Elegy in A flat major - C Hubert H Parry 
‘Nimrod’ from the Enigma Variations - Edward Elgar arranged by W H Harris 
Marche Heroïque - A H Brewer

19th NOVEMBER    
Three Sketches: No.1 Elegy, No.2 Improvisation on a theme of Guillaume de 
Machaut* - Arthur Milner     
Pageantry - Sydney Campbell

26th NOVEMBER  
Elevazione F maggiore - Domenico Zipoli
Trumpet March - Geoffrey Bush

* medieval French poet and composer

Alfred Hollins (1865–1942) was born in Hull, but spent most of his professional 
life in Edinburgh as organist of Free St George’s Church, later St George’s West. 
His compositions for organ are in the best tradition of light music and are often 
extrovert such as the Trumpet Minuet. The Andante in D is more reflective and 
was, apparently, his own favourite of his own works. It is quite a substantial 
movement and exploits the softer colours of the organ.

Edgar Barratt (1877–1928) Little is known of Edgar Barratt except that his 
music, mostly for piano, was inspired by Scottish scenery and folklore. The 
subtitle of the piece I am playing this morning is ‘A Highland Lament’ and 
was very popular in the early twentieth century, being used on occasion as a 
ceremonial piece. 
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C Hubert H Parry (1848–1918) wrote his Elegy for a funeral in 1912 and 
has been used for similar occasions many times. It is in slow triple time and 
restrained in it expression; a complete contrast to the concluding piece.

A Herbert Brewer (1865–1928) was organist of Gloucester Cathedral where my 
first organ teacher (William O. Minay of St Cuthbert’s Parish Church, Edinburgh) 
was assistant organist until Brewer’s death. His Marche Heroïque recalls Elgar’s 
connection with the Three Choirs Festival and the Trio could be from one of the 
Pomp and Circumstance Marches by Elgar. Having been forgotten for many 
years, it was revived for the funeral in Westminster Abbey of Earl Mountbatten 
of Burma in 1979. 

Arthur Milner (1894–1972) was born in Manchester, but worked most of his life 
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, teaching at the Newcastle Royal Grammar School and 
working as a reviewer for The Musical Times. He is described by one writer as 
‘a skilled miniaturist’ and that is a fair assessment. He never attempted anything 
on a large scale, being content to write well-crafted pieces for the organ, 
interesting to the listener and technically grateful for the player.

Sydney Schofield Campbell (1909–1974) was one of the few cathedral 
organists who took up music as a second career, having worked initially as a 
bank clerk. He was taught by Harold Darke and Ernest Bullock and was organist 
of Ely, Southwark and Canterbury Cathedrals before being appointed to the 
Free Chapel of St George at Windsor Castle. He was regarded as a brilliant 
player by his contemporaries and a few BBC radio recordings bear this out. As 
one would expect, his compositions are perfectly laid out for the medium and 
always have a sense of occasion.

Domenico Zipoli (1688–1726) was a pupil of Alessandro Scarlatti and 
Bernardo Pasquini and became organist of the Jesuit church in Rome in 1715. 
He took holy orders and travelled to South America as a missionary, but died 
prematurely of tuberculosis. His compositions were highly regarded, being 
published posthumously in London in 1722. He also published music for the 
harpsichord.

Geoffrey Bush (1920–1998) was a former chorister at Salisbury Cathedral 
and became Professor of Music at King’s College, London, part of London 
University. His Trumpet March was written for the royal wedding of 1981.
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‘I VOW TO THEE MY COUNTRY’
THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN
I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above 
entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; 
the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, 
that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 
the love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 
the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

And there's another country, I've heard of long ago 
most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know; 
we may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 
her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 
and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
and her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace.

By Sir CECIL SPRING-RICE (1859 – 1918)

This well-loved poem/hymn was written nearly 100 years ago, by the then 
serving British ambassador to the United States of America, Sir Cecil Spring-
Rice.

Sir Cecil had served his government abroad for many years, and was 
preparing to leave Washington on 12th January 1918. The words of his hymn 
reflect on being a citizen of two countries; his own native land and also the 
heavenly kingdom (Phil 3:20).

But then The Great War had come, and by 1918 Sir Cecil had come to see 
that the only patriotism worth celebrating was the spirit of self-sacrificing love, 
as expressed in the cross of Christ. In a speech at Ottawa, shortly before he left 
North America, he said that the Cross was a sign of patience under suffering, but 
not patience under wrong. The Cross is the banner under which we fight. We 
are all subjects of the Prince of Peace, who fought the greatest fight ever fought 
upon this earth, who won the greatest victory, and won it by his blood.’

The poem/hymn was the last thing Sir Cecil ever wrote, as he died suddenly, 
on 14th February 1918. The tune to the hymn is Thaxted, an adaptation of 
Gustav Holst (1874 – 1934) from the movement ‘Jupiter’ in his orchestral suite 
‘The Planets’, written at Thaxted, Essex, in 1917.
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Christians Against Poverty has been celebrating the fact that since it began 
in 1996, not only has it helped thousands of people across the UK to get to 
manage their debt, but also through its work 7,000 people have decided to 
become Christians. 1,000 of those people made their decision this year alone. 

The founder of CAP, John Kirkby, who gave up a career in finance in 
order to start the charity, says: ‘It seriously blows me away to think that the 
little charity I started in my bedroom office in Bradford, with a tenner, has 
managed to bring God's light into so many lives and increase His kingdom! It 
gives me so much joy to think that 7,000 people are now walking with God, 
experiencing His enormous love and bringing that light into other lives too.’

If your personal debts are becoming a burden to you, CAP can help you, 
too. Just visit capuk.org.

COFFEE MORNING 
for Girlguiding Edinburgh, Summerhall District 

Priestfield Church, 
Saturday 2nd December 10am - 12pm
Adult £2 entry (hot drink and cake) 
Children 50p entry (juice and cake)
Stalls, crafts, home baking and games 

CHRISTIANS 
AGAINST POVERTY 
WELCOME 7,000 
COMMITMENTS



C H U R C H  •  E D I N B U R G H

REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be 
December-January. Please send Linda 
any articles or notices by 17th November 
- see page 2 for contact details.

WWW.REIDMEMORIAL.ORG.UK

CHARITY No. SC014027
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