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CONTACT INFORMATION

FRONT COVER: Detail of panel created 
at Messy Church event, 24th September

OCTOBER 2017

LOCUM MINISTER Rev. ALEX DOUGLAS 
 alexandjill@douglas.net Tel: 01383 242872 

SESSION CLERK  Mrs ELIZABETH CLARK
 maretaclark@btinternet.com  Tel: 667 6705
CHURCH OFFICER/
ADMINISTRATOR,  Mr STUART HOUSTON
FREEWILL OFFERING SCHEME,  103 Charterhall Grove EH9 3HT  Tel: 667 6989
GIFT AID CO-ORDINATION: sm.houston.sco@gmail.com

ROLL KEEPER Miss MORAG REID 
 4/6 Dun-Ard Garden  Tel: 667 8260

CHURCH OFFICE ANSWERPHONE IN OPERATION  Tel: 662 1203
EMAIL reid_memorial@outlook.com

CLERK TO THE  Mrs SUSAN MACKAY
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  222 Dalkeith Road EH16 5DT Tel: 667 0910
 crmackay@aol.com

ELDERS IN CHARGE OF  ELIZABETH & GRAHAM CLARK  
COMMUNION ARRANGEMENTS maretaclark@btinternet.com Tel: 667 6705

SUNDAY DUTY ROSTER SHEILA CAPEWELL  
 sheilacapewell@gmail.com Tel: 667 8555

TREASURER JUDITH SMEATON 
 Flat 9, 75C South Oswald Road, EH9 2HH Tel: 662 0149
 neil.smeaton@btinternet.com

MAGAZINE EDITOR  Mrs LINDA FARRER 
 19 Blackford Avenue  Tel: 667 5129
 reidon.editor@gmail.com
[Printed by Mailboxes Edinburgh Morningside. Graphics and design by DAVID WHITE]

ORGANIST MARTYN STRACHAN
 61 Strathalmond Road, EH4 8HP Tel: 339 3217
 martynpaul1959@gmail.com 

HALL BOOKINGS  Mrs JOYCE ROSIE  
 joycerosie05@blueyonder.co.uk Tel: 667 2527

SAFEGUARDING COORDINATOR  ANNE BLACK 
 2A Abbotsford Park Edinburgh EH10 5DX 
 anneblack2@btinternet.com  Tel: 447 4149

ORDER OF SERVICE INTIMATIONS reid_memorial@outlook.com, by Wednesday morning please.



3

The Queensferry Crossing has been the topic of conversation before and after 
its dedication by the Queen on the 4th September. It is a lovely bridge which 
will hopefully serve its purpose in the months and years ahead. There are many 
kinds of bridges throughout the world that help us cross difficult and sometimes 
dangerous chasms. I wonder though if we realise that we too are called to build 
bridges especially where relationships have gone wrong such as falling out 
with each other, family disagreements, quarrels at work, difficulties amongst 
neighbours, within the world etc.

There is a story told about two brothers. Their father had a large farm and 
when he became too old to work, he called his sons to him. He said. “I will 
divide my farm in half and give each of you an equal share. I know that you will 
always work together and will be good friends.”

For a time all went well. One day there was a terrific argument between the 
two brothers and they stopped speaking for a long period of time. Sometime 
later a carpenter knocked on one of the brother’s doors, looking for work. “I 
would like you to build a fence around my property”, the brother said. “Build the 
fence down near the stream that separates our two farms. I don’t want to see my 
brother anymore and I would like for you to build the fence as high as you can. I 
am going into town and I will be back sometime later”.

When the brother came back that evening, he was shocked to see that the 
man had not followed his instructions. Instead of building a high fence he had 
built a bridge over the stream. When the brother went to examine the man’s 
work he saw his estranged brother coming towards him. “After all the terrible 
things I’ve said and done to you I can’t believe that you would build a bridge 
and welcome me back” his brother said. He then reached out 
to his brother and gave him a big hug. 

The brother then went back up to his house to talk 
to the man who did the job. ”Can you stay around a 
while”, he asked. “I have more work for you to do”. The 
carpenter answered, “I’m sorry but I can’t stay, I have to 
go, for I have many other bridges to build”.

Jesus, the carpenter, broke down countless barriers 

FROM THE MINISTER
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All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas unless otherwise stated. 

1st October 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

8th October 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP
HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary after the service

15th October 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 

22nd October 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

29th October *10.30am MORNING WORSHIP (*clocks go back)

WELCOME
Mrs Caroline Argo, Lygon Road, from Blackhall St Columba’s

Mr Simon Warr and Mrs Vivienne Macdonald, 
Watertoun Road, by Resolution of the Kirk Session

FUNERALS
19th August:  Mr WILLIAM (BILL) ROBERTSON, Mayfield Court

10th September: Dr HUGH BREBNER, Mayfield Court  (D2)

10th September: Mr PETER MURRAY, Relugas Road

SERVICES

and built many bridges during his earthly ministry and called his disciples 
to do likewise. Life is too short to hold grievances that cause divisions. As 
Christians we too are called to be Christ’s bridge builders in today’s troubled 
world. Jesus desires us to build bridges of love and not fences of hostility. 
Perhaps this is easier said than done yet through the power of prayer and by 
Christ’s enabling spirit we can achieve much to bring peace and harmony 
about.

Every blessing, ALEX



ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
OCTOBER
500 YEARS AGO: on 31st Oct 1517 that German priest and theologian 
Martin Luther is said to have posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the door 
of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg on this date, triggering the start of 
the Protestant Reformation.

125 YEARS AGO: on 6th Oct 1892 that Alfred, Lord Tennyson, died. 
This popular poet was Poet Laureate (1850-92) and is best known for 
‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’.

100 YEARS AGO: on 12th Oct 1917 that the First World War’s Third 
Battle of Ypres took place, the First Battle of Passchendaele, in Belgium. 
It was a German defensive victory, but a costly battle on both sides. 
Anzac forces suffered heavy losses.

90 YEARS AGO: on 6th Oct 1927 that the US premiere of the film ‘The 
Jazz Singer’ took place. It was the first full-length film with synchronised 
dialogue and marked the beginning of the sound era. 

70 YEARS AGO: on 5th Oct 1947 that US President Harry Truman gave 
the first televised presidential address from the White House.

65 YEARS AGO: on 6th Oct 1952 that the world premiere of Agatha 
Christie’s play ‘The Mousetrap’ took place in Nottingham. It opened 
in London on 25th November 1952 and is still running, making it the 
world’s longest-running play. It has been performed more than 25,000 
times.

60 YEARS AGO: on 10th Oct 1957 that the Windscale nuclear reactor 
in Cumbria caught fire. The Windscale (now Sellafield) fire spread 
radioactive contamination over the UK and Europe. It was the worst 
nuclear accident in British history and is thought to have caused 
hundreds of cancers.

[Continued over]
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DOOR DUTIES
1st OCTOBER
Sheila Capewell, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran

8th OCTOBER
Lindsay Wood, Anne Burgess
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

15th OCTOBER
Gillian Brown, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

22nd OCTOBER
Richard Black, Morag Reid
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Anne Jones

29th OCTOBER
Hazel Melrose, Siobhan Gilliland
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Graham Clark

5th NOVEMBER
Susanne Dalziel, Susan Mackay
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: June Wylie

12th NOVEMBER
Alison Macleod, Linda Farrer
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

19th NOVEMBER
Graham Clark, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

26th NOVEMBER
Diane Craik, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran

[continued] 50 YEARS AGO: on 25th Oct 1967 that an outbreak of foot-
and-mouth disease began on a farm in Oswestry, Shropshire. It spread 
rapidly, with 2,228 confirmed cases throughout the north-west Midlands 
and north Wales. By the time it had been brought under control in June 
1968, 400,000 animals had been slaughtered.

25 YEARS AGO: on 13th Oct 1992 that the British Government 
announced that 31 of the country’s 50 remaining deep coal mines 
would close by March 1993, putting 31,000 miners out of work. Six 
mines were closed immediately.



4th OCTOBER

ST. FRANCIS
OF ASSISI – LOVE FOR THE CREATION
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St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one 
of the most attractive and best-loved 
of all the saints. But he began by being 
anything but a saint. Born the son of a 
wealthy cloth-merchant of Assisi, Francis’ 
youth was spent in fast-living, parties and 
on fast horses as a leader of the young 
society of the town. Then he went to the 
war between Assisi and Perugia, and was 
taken prisoner for a year. 

By the time of his release, Francis had changed. Perhaps his 
own suffering had awakened him to that of others. In any case, he 
abandoned warfare and carousing, and began to help the poor and the 
lepers of his area. Then one day he heard a voice which seemed to come 
from the crucifix in the small, semi-derelict church of Damiano Assisi ‘Go 
and repair my house, which you see is falling down’. 

This religious experience was a vital turning point in Francis’ life: 
Jesus Christ became very real and immediate to him. His first action was 
to begin repairing the church, having sold some of his father’s cloth to 
pay for materials. His father was not amused; in fact he was furious - until 
Francis renounced his inheritance and even his clothes by his dramatic 
stripping off in the public square of the town. The Bishop of Assisi 
provided him with simple garments, and Francis began his new life.

The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis. 
Sadly, some films and books caricatured him as only a sentimental 
nature-lover or a hippie drop out from society. This ignores the real 
sternness of his character, and his all-pervasive love of God and 
identification with Christ’s sufferings, which alone make sense of his life.
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SCRIPTURE UNION 
CELEBRATES 150 YEARS

Big things grow out of little things. A meeting with 
a few children in somebody’s front room in London 150 

years ago was the inspiration for what has grown to be an international, 
inter-denominational outreach ministry which has touched the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people worldwide. 

SU had very humble beginnings. It started in 1867 with one man who 
simply wanted to share the Good News of Jesus with young people. 
He was Josiah Spiers, who that year unintentionally pioneered a new, 
less formal approach to sharing Jesus with children when he shared his 
Christian faith with 15 youngsters in a drawing room in Islington, London.

The children responded to his warmth with such enthusiasm that 
soon another meeting was held, and then another. The meetings grew 
rapidly and soon the Children’s Special Service Mission was formed, later 
becoming Scripture Union. 

When the following year, in 1868, Spiers went on holiday to Llandudno 
in North Wales, he decided to try holding a children’s meeting on the 
beach. He wrote ‘God is love’ in the sand, and this simple but compelling 
message attracted the attention of local young people. Through games 
and stories Josiah Spiers empowered his young audience to engage with 
Jesus. 

Much has changed since then, but the big idea is still the same. For it 
was through involvement in their activities, that Josiah Spiers positioned 
himself where he could share the Good News with the young people, just 
where they were. 

Fast forward 150 years, and now the beaches may have been replaced 
by Instagram, Youtube and the sports field, but the mission and the 
message of Scripture Union remain the same.

TOO LATE
When I asked my friend if she was planning to attend church, she just shook 
her head. "I haven’t gone in a long time," she said. "Besides, it’s too late for 
me. I’ve probably already broken all seven commandments."
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

1st OCTOBER Mr & Mrs Suttie Fiona and Ian Paxton

8th OCTOBER Mr & Mrs Dalziel Lindsay Wood

15th OCTOBER  Mr & Mrs Beckett Mary Allan

22nd OCTOBER Mrs K Russell Marjorie Longmore

29th OCTOBER Mrs M Houston E & D Mathieson

THE BRIDGE BUILDER
An old man going a lone highway,
Came, at the evening cold and grey,
To a chasm vast and deep and wide
Through which was flowing a sullen tide
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream had no fear for him;
But he turned when safe on the other side
And built a bridge to span the tide

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near,
“You are wasting your strength with 
building here;
Your journey will end with the ending day,
You never again will pass this way;
You’ve crossed the chasm, deep and 
wide,
Why build this bridge at evening tide?”

The builder lifted his old grey head;
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he 
said,
“There followed after me to-day
A youth whose feet must pass this way
This chasm that has been as naught to me
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;
Good friend, I am building this bridge for 
him!”

BY WILL ALLEN DROMGOOLE 
CONTRIBUTED BY IRENE CATO
[You may remember that Alex recited it 
during a sermon in August]



PULPIT FALLS
Three pulpit falls were recently 
discovered in the church. There is 
one in white and gold for "rejoicing" 
occasions, one in black and red (a 
plain black cross and fringe on a 
red background) and a superb 
one in purple and gold for St 
Andrew. The saint stands in front 
of his cross, with one hand upraised 
in blessing. Each fall has matching, 
embroidered ribbons to use as 
Bible markers. These falls date from 
Rev McGregor's time. I believe they 
were embroidered by someone in 
the congregation and presented 
to the church.

Does anyone have any 
recollection of these pieces, 
their background, their maker's 
name, the occasion on which they were 
presented? They are part of the Reid's 
history, and it would be good to give them 
some context of their own. No reasonable 
theory refused. Thank you in advance! 

ELIZABETH CLARK 

VACANCY INFORMATION
The project to find a new minister for the linked charge of Reid Memorial 
and Craigmillar Park is moving forward, albeit slowly. David White and I are 
gathering information for the Parish Profile and it will be written in conjunction 
with Craigmillar Park Church. If we contact you looking for some details, please 
be patient and help us in our task. Stevie Douglas is making progress with our 
new website. It is hoped to form the nomination committee in the next few weeks.

LINDA FARRER
10
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

On Saturday 9th September we held our COFFEE MORNING AND CRAFT 
FAIR. There was a good turnout on the day with more than 80 visitors which 
was slightly up on the previous year. This was really good show of support 
given the doubts as to whether the Large Hall would be available due to the 
renovation works. The final figure raised was £1,207.31: an amazing result all 
round. As always a big thank you to all who come along and support us, to the 
catering team, those who donate, work on the stalls, man the book shop and 
to Martyn on the piano. A special thank you also to the team who cleaned the 
Large Hall and tables and hung the curtains after the contractors had left – very 
much appreciated. 

Our next event will be the CHRISTMAS FAIR AND COFFEE MORNING 
on Saturday 18th November. We will be holding a Committee meeting early in 
October to make our final plans for this fair. We will of course be having all the 
usual stalls including the Prize Hamper Draw. The BOOK SHOP and DUSTY 
BIN both continue to do well with the takings for this year to date standing at 
£929 for books and £206 for Dusty – both up on this period last year. 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING
Thanks to your continued support and donations of Home Baking the 

current total in support of Fresh Start stands at £471.10. Unfortunately, due to 
the renovation work in the Large Hall we were unable to hold Home Baking 
Sundays in August and September. These will re-commence on Sunday 1st 
October. Donations of Home Baking are always gratefully received and much 
appreciated.

GRAHAM ANNAN

HEALTH AND SAFETY
At the Reid we are required by the Church of Scotland to complete a 

Health and Safety folder. As a result, we are looking for somebody in the 

congregation with a special interest or experience in this field. Could this 

be something that you could help with? The folder is in our possession 

and if you would like have a look at what’s involved, please contact me.

LINDA FARRER
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6th OCTOBER

WILLIAM TYNDALE
BIBLE TRANSLATOR AND REFORMATION MARTYR

This month is the 500th anniversary of 
the beginning of the Reformation, and 

so a good time to pay tribute to an 
outstanding English scholar, translator 
and martyr of the Reformation. 

William Tyndale (c. 1494 - 6th 
October 1536) was born near 
Gloucester, and studied at Oxford 

and Cambridge. He could speak 
seven languages, and was proficient in 

ancient Hebrew and Greek. As a priest, his 
abilities would have taken him a long way, but 

by 1523 Tyndale’s only desire was to translate the 
Bible, so that English men and women could read it for themselves. It became 
his life’s passion.

For Tyndale had rediscovered a vital doctrine that the Church had been 
ignoring: that of justification by faith. He had found it when reading Erasmus’s 
Greek edition of the New Testament. In fact, his life’s work was well summed 
up in some words of his mentor, Erasmus: “Christ desires His mysteries to be 
published abroad as widely as possible. I would that [the Gospels and the 
epistles of Paul] were translated into all languages, of all Christian people, and 
that they might be read and known.”

Tyndale’s translation was the first Bible to be published in English, the first to 
draw directly from Hebrew and Greek texts, and the first English translation to 
take advantage of the printing press. 

It was to cost him his life. For Tyndale’s work was seen as a direct challenge 
to the power of both the Roman Catholic Church and the laws of England in 
maintaining the Church’s position.

When the authorities had tried to stop his translation, Tyndale fled to 
Hamburg, Wittenberg, Cologne, and finally to the Lutheran city of Worms. It 
was there, in 1525, his New Testament emerged. It was quickly smuggled into 
England, and King Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey, and others, were furious. 
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REID MEMORIAL BABY AND 
TODDLER GROUP

You’ll receive a warm welcome at the Reid Memorial Baby and Toddler 
Group on Wednesday mornings. There is a large, safe space to run about and 
plenty of toys to play with for pre-school children and babies. So if you’re a 
parent, nanny, grandparent or guardian and looking to enjoy the company of 
like-minded people, come and join us. You’ll find us in 
the large hall at Reid Memorial Church 
between 10:00 and 11:30 on Wednesday 
mornings. Enter through the gate on 
West Savile Terrace, into the courtyard 
and through the white painted doors. A 
small fee of £1.50 includes tea, coffee, 
biscuits and fruit. For further information 
contact rmtoddlers@outlook.com

Tyndale moved on to Antwerp, where for nine more years he continued his 
work. Then in May 1535 he was betrayed, arrested, and jailed in a castle near 
Brussels. Tied to the stake for strangulation and burning, his dying prayer was 
that the King of England’s eyes would be opened. Sure enough, two years later 
King Henry authorised the Great Bible for the Church of England, which relied 
largely on Tyndale’s work. 

Not only that, but in 1611, the 54 scholars who produced the King James 
Bible drew very heavily from Tyndale. Even today we honour him: in 2002, 
Tyndale was placed at number 26 in the BBC’s poll of 100 Greatest Britons.

MUSIC
The symphony musicians had little 
confidence in the person brought in to be their new conductor. Their fears 
were realised at the very first rehearsal. The cymbalist, realising that the 
conductor did not know what he was doing, angrily clashed his instruments 
together during a delicate, soft passage. The music stopped. The conductor, 
highly agitated, looked angrily around the orchestra, demanding, “Who did 
that? Who did that?”
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

1st OCTOBER: Prelude in E major Op 56 No.1 (i) - Max Reger; Fugue in D major Op 
59 No.6 - Max Reger 8th OCTOBER: Organ Concerto - Charles Avison; Allegro in C 
major from an Organ Concerto - Thomas Arne edited by G. Beechey 
15th OCTOBER: Meditation by J. Guy Ropartz; A Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins
22nd OCTOBER: Three Preludes on Welsh Hymn Tunes No.2, on Rhosymedre - 
Ralph Vaughan Williams; Chaconne in E flat major (from First Suite for Military Band) 
Gustav Holst arranged by Henry G. Ley 29th OCTOBER: Two Preludes on Scottish 
Psalm Tunes Balfour and Selma - Robin Orr; The Covenanters’ March - R. G. Hailing

Max Reger (1873—1916) wrote an enormous quantity of music in almost every form 
except opera and symphony and completed 146 opus numbers, though dying 
comparatively young at 43. The Prelude in E major is quiet and reflective throughout 
with a middle section that presents some contrasting material followed by an 
elaborated version of the first section. The Fugue in D major begins very quietly and 
gradually increases in animation and volume until the climax is reached on full organ.
Charles Avison (1709—1770) lived and worked in Newcastle, including St Nicholas’s 
Church, which later became the cathedral. He is best known for his 12 Concerti Grossi 
after Scarlatti and may be said to have composed in a transitional style that alternated 
between Baroque and Classical idioms. As with much eighteenth-century music, 
keyboard versions of concerti were very popular and this one follows the usual pattern 
of a slow movement bordered by two faster ones.
Thomas Arne (1710—1778) was Avison’s contemporary, based in London. He is 
remembered chiefly as the composer of Rule Britannia, a song taken from his 
masque Alfred, which was a patriotic stage work about King Alfred. Like Avison, Arne 
wrote many concertos, but in his case they were intended for the organ as the solo 
instrument. This movement is the third from the Organ Concerto in C major.
J. Guy Ropartz (1864—1955) was a French composer and conductor who left no 
less than five symphonies, three violin sonatas and a considerable quantity of other 
chamber music. His organ music is a small, but distinguished body of work, very much 
in the tradition of French organ music, which really had it origin in the works of Cesar 
Franck. The piece I am playing this morning is one of a set of three that dates from 
1919. Ropartz self-identified a Breton Celt and there is a mystical quality to much of 
his music. He also published some collections of poetry.
Alfred Hollins (1865—1942) Originally from Hull, Hollins was blind from birth and 
attended the school for the blind, then based at Norwood outside London. He was 
taught the organ by E. J. Hopkins of the Temple Church, but he first made his name 
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as an outstanding pianist. However, he came to the view that, with the disability of 
blindness, a career as an organist was preferable. In 1897 he was invited to become 
the first organist of St George’s Free Church, Edinburgh (later St George’s West). 
He stayed for the rest of his life, although allowed generous leave of absence to 
undertake recital tours in both South Africa and Australia. His recitals at St George’s 
were enormously popular, with queues of people in the streets seeking admission. In 
his programmes he often either improvised or played one of his own compositions 
in addition to pieces from the standard repertory. They are expertly laid out for the 
instrument and are among the best examples of light music for the organ. Hollins also 
designed the organ in Reid Memorial Church. The Trumpet Minuet is the best known 
of the shorter pieces.
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872—1958) in his youth was an organist and held the post 
at St Barnabas Church, Pimlico in London. He succeeded in acquiring the Fellowship 
of the Royal College of Organists, but his friend, Alan Gray of Trinity College, 
Cambridge always said that Vaughan Williams must have bribed the examiners. He 
left St Barnabas because the incumbent was unhappy with having an organist who 
was an agnostic. There are only a handful of pieces for organ, but one is a substantial 
Prelude and Fugue that shares some thematic material with the composer’s Fifth 
Symphony. The Three Preludes on Welsh Hymn Tunes are the most popular among 
players and the one based on the tune Rhosymedre the most often played of the set.
Gustav Holst (1874—1934) was Vaughan Williams’ closest friend and they discussed 
and criticised each other’s music. Holst left a small quantity of piano music, but no 
solo organ music. However, arrangers have liberally helped themselves to his output, 
including a virtuosic solo organ version of his suite The Planets. This Chaconne is the 
first movement of the Suite in E Flat for Military Band and it is one of the cornerstones 
of the wind band repertoire. Rather like the Reger Fugue, it starts very quietly and 
gradually increases in intensity and volume until the peroration is reached with a 
grandly harmonised version of the opening bass theme.
Robin Orr (1909—2006) was born in Brechin and studied at the Royal College of 
Music in London and Cambridge University. He was also a pupil of the Italian Alfredo 
Casella and the renowned French teacher of composition, Nadia Boulanger. He 
returned to Cambridge in 1938 as Director of Music at St John’s College, leaving to 
take up the post of Gardiner Professor of Music at Glasgow University. He became 
Professor of Music at Cambridge in 1965 and retired in 1976. His output includes 
three operas, three symphonies and a quantity of solo and chamber works. Rather 
like Vaughan Williams he was drawn to writing pieces based on hymn tunes and his 
treatment of these two is quiet and atmospheric.
Robert G. Hailing (? — 1943) Very little is known about Robert George Hailing, not 
even his date of birth. I happened to discover, however, that he had been one of my 
predecessors at Craiglockhart Parish Church and seems to have died in post. His main 
publisher seems to have been Novello and it is likely that he knew and was known by 
Alfred Hollins as they worked in the same city. His music is very competently written 
for the medium, even if it lacks Hollins’ individuality. This March is one of Hailing’s few 
more extrovert pieces, most of them inclining to the quiet and sentimental.



NEWINGTON CHURCHES TOGETHER 

BASICS BANK
Many thanks to you all for your continued support and 
Harvest donations. Our cupboards are short of: pasta 
sauce, tinned meals, tinned fruit and vegetables, tinned 
soup, tuna, tinned rice and custard and toiletries. If you prefer 
to give a ‘monetary’ donation please put this into a sealed envelope 
and hand it to me.

SHOEBOX APPEAL BLYTHSWOOD CARE  
It's time of year when Reid Memorial supports Blythswood’s Shoebox appeal. 
Since 1966, Blythswood Care has combined the Christian message with 
practical help for those in need, whether through filled shoeboxes, relief and 
development aid or social projects for young and old. Blythswood brings hope 

to thousands in Europe, Africa and Asia, and is committed to 
long-term care projects in Romania, enabling disadvantaged 

children and young people fulfil their potential. 
There will be a supply of leaflets from Blythswood in 

the church premises for you to pick up and complete the 
tick-list if you intend filling a shoebox. Please wrap the box 

and lid separately with Christmas paper and fill the box with 
items from the check-list, indicating the target group. Generally 

speaking, fewer boxes are received for ‘Elderly Women’, ‘Men’ and ‘Teenage 
Boys’. Customs officers in each country will accept the lorries unchecked only if 
Blythswood Care can state that every box has been examined by its volunteer 
staff.  Craigmillar Park Church is the sorting centre and is looking for volunteers 
to help with shoebox sorting from Monday 6th until Friday 17th November.  
There are two shifts each day, from 9.30am - 12.30pm and 1pm - 4pm.  Sorting 
is not hard work; in fact it’s good fun, sociable and very rewarding. Visit www. 
blythswood.org, craigmillarpark.org/shoebox-appeal-2017 or contact me. 

ALISON MACLEOD

C H U R C H  •  E D I N B U R G H

REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be 
October 2017. Please send Linda any 
articles or notices by 20th October - 
see page 2 for contact details.

CHARITY No. SC01402716


