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Everyone is familiar with a waiting room. Centuries ago, Stavoren in the 
Netherlands was a very prosperous town. Many of the people had made their 
wealth through shipping. 

One day a lady, very wealthy and proud, ordered the Captain of the largest 
ship in her fleet to set sail and to return with the most precious thing in the 
world. The Captain wasn’t told what that item was. Together with his crew 
he set sail. When he reached the open sea he still had no idea what he was 
searching for. Calling his crew together he asked each of them for the answer 
to that question. For some the answer was that of gold. Some others suggested 
diamonds whilst others suggested silk. On board was a cabin boy and when 
the Captain asked for his suggestion he responded by saying that the most 
important thing in all the world was wheat. The cabin boy was convinced of this 
because he had experienced what it was like to go hungry. The Captain thought 
hard and long and came to the conclusion that the boy was right. The Captain 
turned the vessel around and headed for the port of Danzig in Poland. On his 
arrival he bought a large cargo of wheat and sailed for home.

Back home the lady boasted to her wealthy friends that her Captain had 
gone on a voyage in search of the most precious thing in the world and he was 
bringing it home to her. 

By this time the whole town was curious and when the ship reached port 
there was a vast crowd waiting to see what he had brought her. When the lady 
was told that it was wheat she was furious and lest she became the laughing 
stock of the town she ordered him to throw the cargo into the sea. The Captain 
for his part was aware that there were many in the town who had known poverty 
and want and he rebuked her for her pride and wastefulness.

That night when the lady returned home a severe storm 
arose. Within a few days all the ships were lost. Even 
the ship still in the harbour that had brought home the 
unwanted wheat was wrecked in a great bank of sand 
and mud that the waves had thrown up at the port of 
Stavoren. Such was the damage done to shipping that 
all the commerce within the town came to an end. The 

FROM THE MINISTER
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SERVICES
All services will be conducted by Rev. Alex Douglas unless otherwise stated. 

Sunday 3rd September 10:30am HOLY COMMUNION 
6:30pm HOLY COMMUNION in the Sanctuary

Sunday 10th September 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 17th September 10:30am MORNING WORSHIP 
with Rev Murray Chalmers

Sunday 24th September 10.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL 

FUNERAL
14th July 2017: Mrs GLADYS GAULD 

formerly of Charterhall Grove and Mayfield Court (D26)

lady managed to survive by selling her luxury goods but by the spring time her 
money was gone and she was reduced to begging.

One day in the spring she was passing the harbour and saw the sandbank 
covered in green shoots. The wheat from her ship had been cast up by the 
storm and was growing in the mud. The wheat she had despised just a few 
months before. Realising what hunger now meant and living very carefully she 
saw autumn arrive. When the wheat was ripe she invited the poor people of 
the city to share in her good fortune. The wheat was harvested and turned into 
bread. The lady now believed that wheat was the most precious thing in the 
world.

There may be many things in the world we would like or desire but in 
reality many of these things we don’t really need. September 24th is harvest 
thanksgiving. Let us give thanks for those things we truly need and share such 
gifts with those less fortunate. One of the things that are essential is our daily 
bread which often we take for granted. Let us then give thanks to God for 
those things then that we cannot do without.
Every blessing, ALEX



ALL IN THE MONTH OF 
SEPTEMBER
150 YEARS AGO: on 4th Sept 1867 that Sheffield Wednesday Football 
Club was founded.

100 YEARS AGO: on 27th Sept 1917 that Edgar Degas, French 
Impressionist artist and sculptor died.

80 YEARS AGO: on 21st Sept 1937 that J R R Tolkien’s novel The 
Hobbit was published.

75 YEARS AGO: on 21st Sept 1942 that the Boeing B-29 Superfortress 
bomber made its first flight. 

70 YEARS AGO: on 8th Sept 1947 that the Treaty of Dunkirk came into 
effect. It was a Treaty of Alliance and Mutual Assistance between Britain 
and France against a possible attack from Germany following WWII.

65 YEARS AGO: on 6th Sep 1952 that the Farnborough Air Crash took 
place in Hampshire. A de Havilland fighter jet broke apart and fell into 
the crowd, killing 31 people.

50 YEARS AGO: on 1st Sept 1967 that Siegfried Sassoon, British 
poet, writer and soldier, died. He was one of the leading poets of WWI, 
particularly known for his anti-war poetry and autobiographical works.

40 YEARS AGO: on 18th Sept 1977 that NASA’s Voyager I spacecraft 
sent back the first-ever photograph of the Earth and Moon together in a 
single image. 

20 YEARS AGO: on 5th Sept 1997 that Mother Teresa of Calcutta died. 

ALSO 20 YEARS AGO: on 6th Sept 1997 that the funeral of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, took place in Westminster Abbey, London.

10 YEARS AGO: on 29th Sept 2007 that the world’s first commercial 
nuclear power station, Calder Hall in Cumbria, was demolished. It 
operated from 1956 to 2003.
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DOOR DUTIES
3rd SEPTEMBER AM
Gillian Brown, Jacky Harris
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Anne Jones
3rd SEPTEMBER PM
Richard Black

10th SEPTEMBER
Diane Craik, Alison Macleod
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: June Wylie

17th SEPTEMBER
Susanne Dalziel, Susan Mackay
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Graham Clark

24th SEPTEMBER
Graham Clark, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

1st OCTOBER
Sheila Capewell, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran

8th OCTOBER
Lindsay Wood, Anne Burgess
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

15th OCTOBER
Gillian Brown, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

22nd OCTOBER
Richard Black, Morag Reid
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Anne Jones

29th OCTOBER
Hazel Melrose, Siobhan Gilliland
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Graham Clark

5th NOVEMBER
Susanne Dalziel, Susan Mackay
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: June Wylie

12th NOVEMBER
Alison Macleod, Linda Farrer
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

19th NOVEMBER
Graham Clark, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Rose MacKenzie

26th NOVEMBER
Diane Craik, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson
Welcome table: Margaret Cochran



SAINT’S DAY: 21st SEPTEMBER 
ST. MATTHEW
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Matthew was one of twelve 
apostles. But he began as a publican 

ie. a tax-collector of Jewish race 
who worked for the Romans, before 

he left all at the call of Christ. From 
earliest times, he was regarded as 

the author of the first of the four 
Gospels. The Gospel of Matthew is 

in correct, concise style, very suitable 
for public reading. 

His usual emblem as an evangelist 
is a man, because his genealogy 

emphasised the family ties of Christ. 
In art, he has been represented as 

either an evangelist or as an apostle. 
As an evangelist, he has been 

depicted sitting at a desk, writing 
his gospel with an angel holding the 

inkwell. In the Middle Ages he was 
even given a pair of spectacles. 

[Picture: Inspiration of Saint 
Matthew (1602) by Caravaggio. 

Church of the French congregation, 
San Luigi dei Francesi, Rome. 
More about angels overleaf]
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23rd SEPTEMBER: WHEN THE SUN GOES 
EDGEWISE – AND DAYTIME EQUALS NIGHT
23rd September is the autumnal equinox (if you live in the northern 
hemisphere) or the vernal (Spring) equinox (if you live in the southern 
hemisphere) The equinoxes occur in March and September, when the Sun 
is ‘edgewise’ to the Earth’s axis of rotation, so that everywhere on earth has 
twelve hours of daylight and twelve hours of darkness.

CANON DAVID WINTER WRITES
One of those surveys which some newspapers love to publish claimed 
recently that a large number of British people believe in angels – almost 
as many, in fact, as claimed to believe in God. They didn’t tell us what 
people meant by ‘angels’. I suspect quite a few were thinking of young 
children who die, who are often now said to be ‘angels’ ‘up there’. They’re 
not, of course. They are transformed human beings. Be that as it may, 
when Christians celebrate the feast of St Michael and All Angels later this 
month, there will be many of us, inside and outside churches, who will 
wonder exactly what or who we are celebrating.

Most simply, the word in the New Testament means ‘messenger. An 
‘angel’ is a being who brings to us God’s message or his help. In the 
Bible angels are variously described. The familiar notion of wings and 
flight comes from a vision given to Isaiah in the Temple when he was 
being called as a prophet. The angel Gabriel, who told Mary that she was 
chosen to be the mother of the Messiah, is not described at all, but his 
words are recorded in detail. Angels speak to people in dreams (Joseph, 
the husband of Mary, for instance) and Jesus spoke of ‘angels’ who 
particularly care for children (‘guardian angels’).

Most people, even very devout ones, have never knowingly 
encountered an angel, I guess. However, the New Testament tells us that 
in ‘showing hospitality to strangers’ some of us have ‘entertained angels 
without knowing it’. Clearly wings and eyes of flame are not obligatory. 
Just human care. ‘Oh, go on, be an angel and make me a cup of tea!’

[David Winter is a retired priest, columnist and broadcaster]
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

3rd SEPTEMBER Mrs K Russell Sylvia Ritchie

10th SEPTEMBER M Reid/M Hunter Anne McDonald

17th SEPTEMBER Mrs J Rosie Linda Farrer

24th SEPTEMBER Miss A Macleod Harvest Flowers

1st OCTOBER Mr & Mrs Suttie Fiona and Ian Paxton

8th OCTOBER Mr & Mrs Dalziel Lindsay Wood

15th OCTOBER  Mr & Mrs Beckett Mary Allan

22nd OCTOBER Mrs K Russell Marjorie Longmore

29th OCTOBER Mrs M Houston E & D Mathieson

BE THOU STRONG AND BE COURAGEOUS

When the task ahead seems daunting
When the road seems rough and steep
When beset by demons, haunting
Waking thee from restful sleep –
Be thou strong and be courageous:
What God promises, He’ll keep!

Joshua, like us, was frightened
By the job he had to do;
But his faith in God was heightened
By God’s words both wise and true:
“Be thou strong and be courageous
“Have not I commanded you?”

God has said He’ll stand beside you
He will guide you by the hand
He’ll be there whate’er betide you
‘Gainst the pow’rs of Hell He’ll stand
Be thou strong and be courageous
Till you reach the promised land.

BY NIGEL BEETON
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A CONVERSATION WITH GOD TAKES MANY FORMS:
PRAISING: This involves a human being putting himself or herself in a 
place of appropriate humility in front of the God who is utterly holy, loving 
and just. THANKING: This is a way of recognising that everything that 
gives value or joy to life is the gift of a Creator, not merely good fortune.
ASKING: Prayers of this kind can be personal (such as begging for 
healing for a sick relative) or immense in scale (such as longing for the 
end of a war). SEEKING FORGIVENESS: This involves confession of 
something wrong (either personal or as part of a worldwide injustice) and 
a recognition that God has mercy on those who regret what they have 
done and seek to change. LOOKING FOR GUIDANCE: Prayer frequently 
asks God for direction, or seeks understanding in the face of the mysteries 
involved in being alive.

CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY LAUNCH CARD 
GAME TO GET PEOPLE THINKING ABOUT MISSION
The UK’s first ever mission-themed card game, designed to provide a fun 
way for people to examine their personal view of what mission is, has been 
launched by Church Mission Society.

‘Mission is…The Big Question?’, forms part of Church Mission Society’s major 
new ‘Mission Is’ campaign, and aims to stimulate people’s thinking about 
mission in the 21st century.

‘Mission is...’ has been designed for small groups of all ages. Each playing 
pack includes a selection of ‘Mission Is’, ‘Word’ and ‘Action’ playing cards and 
players are challenged to construct a defining answer to the question ‘What is 
mission?’ using the prompts provided on each card. 

Players build their personal statements using locations such as ‘foodbank’, 
‘local estate’, ‘school’, or ‘home’; different groups of people such as ‘homeless 
people’, ‘my mates’, ‘work colleagues’ or ‘prisoners’ and varying actions such 
as ‘visiting’, ‘helping’ or ‘baking’, as well as more traditional interpretations of 
mission such as ‘preaching’, ‘going’ and ‘church’. Finally, the group of players 
are asked to vote on the most exciting ‘Mission Is’ statement from the different 
hands displayed throughout the game. 

To order the game or for more information about the Mission Is campaign, 
please go to churchmissionsociety.org/missionis



EVENTS AT THE OPEN DOOR, MORNINGSIDE:
CHARITY BRIDGE 
Where: Greenbank Church, Braidburn Terrace
When: Monday 30th October at 12.30 for 1.00
Cost: £40 per table, Refreshments and Prizes are included
Bring: your own playing cloth, at least 2 packs of cards, and 4 bidding boxes.
Contact: Jean Thompson, 447 4622 or jean.morningside@gmail.com
Please let me know if you are able to bring a table.

DOMINION CINEMA 
CHARITY NIGHT
brings you the 
fabulous ’Singing in the Rain' 
on Tuesday 12th December 
from 7pm. Tickets are priced 
at £15 and include a glass of 
wine or soft drink and some 
cinema treats. The movie will be 
held in the comfort of Cinema 
2, which offers shared couches 
and has a real luxury feel. Lots of 
raffle prizes up for grabs. (Limit of 
50 tickets available for this event). 
Please call Dolina on 0131 447 
9757 to book your ticket. 

We would like to thank you all for your continued support; we shall be in 
touch about our newest project 'let’s eat together' in the coming months. 
We are always looking for volunteers so if you can give up two hours per 
week to support us please call or pop in for an application form. 

DOLINA GORMAN, FUNDRAISER/VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR, 
THE OPEN DOOR. REGISTERED CHARITY SCOO7315
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
On 17th June we held the COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING, and had our 
biggest turnout yet for this event. The grand sum of £500 was raised which 
will be used for the installation of much-needed handrails on the steps leading 
from the courtyard up to the Vestry door., making access much easier and safer. 

Our COFFEE MORNING WITH CRAFT FAIR will be our next event, on 
Saturday 9th September in the Large Hall 10:00 – 12:00 noon, tickets as usual 
will be £2.50. We will have the following stalls: Fair Trade, Home Baking, Bric-
a-Brac, Craft Work, Cards, New and Pre-Loved Jewellery, a Prize Draw and the 
Book Shop. Martyn Strachan has again kindly agreed to play for us during the 
event, please come along and join us. Donations of Home Baking, inexpensive 
items of ewellery and small items of Bric-a-brac are always very much 
appreciated and gratefully received. 

DUSTY BIN is currently having a bit of resurgence thanks to your generosity 
with the total so far this year standing at £176 which is already £40 ahead of the 
total for all of last year. Currently the BOOK SHOP total stands at £857 which is 
very similar to last year. Recent sales have been very slow due to the renovation 
work taking place in the large hall; this will certainly improve when the work is 
completed.
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING

As featured opposite, in June Rachel Wilson presented ‘We Are Cycling’ 
with a cheque for £1,000 on behalf of the Congregation of Reid Memorial. This 
will go towards the cost of a special adult tricycle. We are now collecting for 
Fresh Start, a charity that helps the homeless to get established in a new home. 
Thanks to your support and kind donations of Home Baking our total currently 
stands at £471.10. There was no Home Baking stall in August and there will be 
NO Stall in September due to the renovation work in the Large Hall. 
CROSSREACH

We have been asked by CROSSREACH to help with their current campaign 
to raise funds to help young people with behavioural and learning difficulties. 
They have asked congregations to support them by dropping ‘Old style’ £1 
coins into a box at the back of the Church between now and October. This 
will make a tremendous difference in supporting these young and vulnerable 
children. There is a copy of their letter to Anne Black beside each of the boxes 
so that you can learn more about their project. Many thanks indeed for your 
support.

GRAHAM ANNAN
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‘Rachel Wilson, aged 28, has been coming to the Edinburgh All-Ability Bike 
Club (ABC) since it opened and is one of the project’s very first participants. 
Two years later, while she is still a regular rider with the ABC, we’ve since 
discovered that she has been on an impressive fundraising journey with her 
local church, Reid Memorial.

The ABC welcomes people from all backgrounds and of all abilities, with 
a fleet of adapted and standard cycle, so that everyone can enjoy a bike ride 
on some of Edinburgh’s well-maintained off-road paths in the north of the city. 
Rachel is enthusiastic about her experience with the Edinburgh ABC and cycling 
generally. Over the last ten months, Rachel, her family and fellow parishioners 
have raised £1,000 for the project and the money raised by Reid Memorial 
Church will go towards a new side-by-side tricycle, which has a price tag of 
around £6,000.

We met Rachel and her father Keith, Graham and May Annan and Suzanne 
and Ali Dalzeil, at an open afternoon ABC session. Her Dad, Keith, elaborated, 
saying, “Cycling with the Edinburgh ABC has made a massive difference to 
Rachel. She really enjoys it. She’s a wheelchair user and cycling activities have 
helped with her hips, fitness and general mobility. She comes to sessions every 
week. Fellow church members love her personality and vibrant, positive nature”

Over the course of the months, parishioners raised £1,000, through the sale 
of home baking and monthly coffee mornings. That is a lot of coffee, tea and 
cake to get through to reach a £1,000 total and we took the opportunity to thank 
Graham, May, Suzanne and Ali for the church’s impressive fundraising efforts. If 
you’d like to help the Edinburgh ABC to support more people to cycle, you can 
donate to the side-by-side trike campaign here: https://www.gofundme.com/a-
sidebyside-bike-for-abc’

JUST GRAND!
[ADAPTED FROM WE ARE CYCLING’S JUNE WEB ARTICLE]
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STEWART HOUSE RETIRED MEN’S CLUB
The Stewart House Retired Men’s Club is affiliated to Craigmillar Park 
Church and meets in the Church halls every Friday morning. The new 
term starts on Friday, 6th October 2017 at 10:15 am. We serve tea, 
coffee and biscuits (at a nominal charge) followed by a speaker or similar 
entertainment. Members of Reid Memorial Church would be made very 
welcome. Further details from our secretary Mr David Small on 0131 667 
5874, or just turn up!

ROGER PATON

NEWS FROM 
ERIC LIDDELL CENTRE
Did you know that a few of the Reid congregation volunteer in various roles 
at the Eric Liddell Centre? Amongst other things Anne Black and I are part of 
the fundraising group and I thought that you might be interested in some of 
our upcoming events. On 25th July, Anne organised and ran a sale of baby 
clothes and raised £135, that’s a lot of baby-grows at 50p each. Many bargains 
were in evidence. She is planning another event in the autumn so please tell 
anyone that you know with young children. Tots Togs are available throughout 
the year at ELC.
QUIZ EVENING

On Thursday 28th September we will be holding a quiz event. Alasdair 
Seale will be the quizmaster and the evening will start at 7.30, at a cost of £10 
per person to include a finger supper and it will be a BYOB. Teams of up to 5 
people should be registered by email to frontdesk@ericliddell.org Of course 
there are prizes for winning team and booby team. 
WINE TASTING 

David Henderson of Henderson wines will be giving us hints and tips about 
a selection of wines on Friday 3rd November in the Robertson Suite. Ticket 
prices are £12 per person or £20 per couple. Cheese and biscuits are included 
in the ticket price. 

LINDA FARRER
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It is with a real sense of regret that, as a Presbytery Convener, I received 
a recent correspondence from the United Mission to Nepal (UMN) 
via the World Mission Council. It states that no houses will be able to 
be built by UMN and that they have made a suggestion as to how the 
accumulated funds might be used. They are now looking at the case 
of displaced people whose old villages are uninhabitable, likely to slip 
away or be buried in a landslide at any time. We might be able to help 
them resettle, building them houses, in a way that doesn’t displace 
government aid. 

I have spoken with Carol Finlay from the Council for their response 
to that suggestion. She says, "The WMC is happy with the proposal put 
forward by UMN, we are aware of the difficulties they find themselves in 
with regard to Government legislation. We are also aware that it is not 
right to have money which was to benefit the people of Nepal sitting 
stagnating in a bank account and that if it can be used to the advantage 
of the communities, then it should be. We have absolute faith in UMN as 
a partner and have had good discussion with them in regard to the use 
of this money."

So please convey the contents of the letter to your congregation 
especially if you made a donation to the project. If you have any 
questions relating to this matter either contact me and I will convey them 
to the Council for an answer.

Please also note that there will be opportunity for members of the 
Church of Scotland to be part of a visit to Nepal from 5-16th April 
2018. If you would like to nominate a member of your congregation 
to participate, please email for more information. This will be an 
opportunity to visit UMN and see the work following the earthquake and 
also other work of UMN and the National Council of Churches in Nepal.

[Let Us Build a House project is supported by Reid Memorial 
through World Church Committee and Sunday Club]

LET US BUILD A 
HOUSE PROJECT
Update from Jack Holt, Church of Scotland’s 
World Mission Committee Convener



SCOTTISH YOUTH PARLIAMENT UPDATEPreviously, I wrote about my election as a Member of Scottish Youth Parliament (MSYP) and am excited to share more with you. I feel very privileged to be representing young people. Since my last article, I have officially started my term as an MSYP, at my first sitting in Alexandria in June. Sittings of the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) can take place anywhere from John O Groats to Gretna Green, although our next one in October will be held at the Scottish Parliament. This sitting however was really an introduction to our role, as well as making some key decisions, such as voting on the membership of our board, and choosing our annual campaign. Both are very important, the role of the board is to make decisions about many disparate elements of SYP and to steer the direction of the organisation. Our annual campaign, launching in October, is another very important part of SYP and its representation of young people. The campaign was chosen by MSYPs voting in accordance with the views of their constituents, and although all were very important issues affecting young people, I was particularly pleased when Young People’s Rights was chosen; as it is an issue I am very passionate about, and one I think we can make a very positive impact in. 
Apart from the sitting in the last few months I have been meeting with various people in roles of responsibility to discuss young people. I had the privilege of interviewing Bruce Adamson about his new role as the Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland, and was very interested to hear his views on problems facing the age group I represent. As well as talking about our new campaign, a topic that ties into Bruce’s role as the person in charge of safeguarding children and young people’s rights. I also met with Daniel Johnson MSP to talk about young people in this area, and the issues affecting them. I look forward to sharing more about the various aspects of my job in the Scottish Youth Parliament in the future. 

CALLUM STARK MSYP

C H U R C H  •  E D I N B U R G H

REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be 
October 2017. Please send Linda any 
articles or notices by 22nd September - 
see page 2 for contact details.

CHARITY No. SC01402716


