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I write this as the Festival is in full swing, and 
some of us are looking to “get our city back” in 
September! The Festival and Fringe are a time of great 
change for us as we learn to accommodate once more 
the vast numbers of visitors, whether they are performers 
or audience members. It’s a time that brings mixed feelings 
as we may both love and loathe it in equal measure.

It’s also a time of great change for us here in Reid Memorial. I 
have not long started in my role as parish minister to both here and Craigmillar 
Park. Being shared between two congregations means a change to the way I 
work, but it also means a range of changes to the way we will have to work as 
a congregation. In many ways this reflects the changes that are going on, or 
need to go on, in the wider Church of Scotland. This isn’t just about buildings, 
or money, or service times. It’s about how we work with each other too. 
Importantly, though, it’s also about how we work within our wider communities 
or parishes. Through the coming months we will be working to identify how 
we may engage with the wider communities in the south side of our city. We 
will be looking to identify needs, and then to discern what and how we may be 
called to address them. This could be anything from dementia support, through 
food poverty, to tackling social isolation.

Change is something that often we fear or seek to avoid. Yet all life is 
change! In such times we need an anchor to which to attach ourselves, and 
to find some form of constancy. In this we have our faith. In this, we may find 
strength in the words of scripture:

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. (James 1:17)

Blessings, ALEX

DEAR FRIENDS...

A friend in need’s a friend indeed.
Is sound advice we all might heed.
When we are down or tired of life,

With all its trials, care and strife,
A helping hand puts fear to rout,
And that’s what life is all about.
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SERVICES
Services for September will be conducted by Rev Alex McAspurren 

unless otherwise intimated.

Sunday 1st September 10:30am
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Joint service at Craigmillar Park Church

Sunday 8th September 11:15am
MORNING WORSHIP 

Sunday 15th September 11:15am 
MORNING WORSHIP 

visiting minister to be confirmed

Sunday 22nd September 11:15am 
MORNING WORSHIP 

visiting minister to be confirmed

Sunday 29th September 11:15am 
HARVEST FESTIVAL

DEATHS
23rd April: Doris Buckley, Blackford Avenue (D15)

A MESSAGE FROM ALEX AND JILL
‘Thank you all for what you did to make our 
farewell so special on our last Sunday as Locum. 
We were overwhelmed by the generosity of 
the congregation and would like to express 
our thanks to the congregation via ReidOn... 
We have both valued your love, friendship and 
support over the years and pray that we might 
always keep in touch. We are delighted that 
Alex is settling in so well and he will be a great 
asset to both congregations.’ [See page 20]



ALL IN THE MONTH OF 

SEPTEMBER
IT WAS 500 YEARS AGO, from 20th Sept 1519 to 1522 that 
Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan led a Spanish expedition to 
the East Indies. It became the first circumnavigation of the world. But 
Magellan was killed in a battle with natives in the Philippines in 1521.
125 YEARS AGO, on 1st Sept 1894 that the General Post Office in the 
UK sanctioned the use of picture postcards and introduced a half-penny 
postage rate for them. This led to a boom in picture postcards and the 
extensive photographic documentation of towns and landscapes.
ALSO 125 YEARS AGO, on 28th Sept 1894 that the British retail chain 
Marks and Spencer was founded when Michael Marks acquired his first 
permanent stall in Leeds covered market and invited Thomas Spencer to 
become his business partner.
100 YEARS AGO, on 12th Sept 1919 that Adolf Hitler joined the 
fledgling German Worker’s Part, which would later become the Nazi 
Party.
80 YEARS AGO, on 1st Sept 1939 that Germany invaded Poland, 
beginning World War II.
75 YEARS AGO, from 17th to 25th Sept 1944 that Operation Market 
Garden took place. The Allies attempted a massive airborne invasion of 
German-occupied Netherlands but were forced to withdraw. (The story 
was told in A Bridge too Far.)
40 YEARS AGO, on 29th Sept 1979 that Pope John Paul II became the 
first pope to visit Ireland.
15 YEARS AGO, on 30th Sept 2004 that the Iraq Survey Group released 
its final report (the Duelfer Report) on Iraq’s purported weapons of 
mass destruction programme, following the 2003 invasion of Iraq. It 
concluded that Iraq had not had any weapons of mass destruction since 
1991.
10 YEARS AGO, on 14th Sept 2009 that Keith Floyd, the British celebrity 
cook, television presenter, restaurateur and writer, died.

5
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Well let me start by introducing myself to those in the congregation who don’t 
know me yet. My name is Michael McMullin and I am the Mission Development 
Worker for the three parishes of Craigmillar Park, Priestfield, and Reid Memorial, 
and I am employed by the Ministries Council of the Church of Scotland. I am 
your Mission worker, but remember that as part of the Joint Mission Team I 
am split across three parishes. Sometimes you might not see me because I’m 
working on something in one of the other two parishes at that particular time.

Now before I give a brief outline of what my role, in theory, is supposed to be, 
I would like to share with you a little about myself.

For the past two years I was the Community Outreach Worker at Gorgie Dalry 
Stenhouse Church, where I was heavily involved in the creation of the Diadem 
Project which incorporated the provision, in partnership with Bethany Christian 
Trust, of a permanent care shelter for the homeless of our city. 

I am fairly recently married, to my wife Yana, whom some of you may have 
met at the induction of Alex, back in June, and when both of us have attended 
services here when we can since then.

As you can tell from my dulcet tones, I’m a Fifer, so if you want to sup with me 
you will need a lang spoon, but I have also spent almost 20 years living in the 
North East so forgive me if I sometimes forget where I am and greet you with a 
“fit like”, instead of “how are you”.

So that’s a wee taste of my personal story but can I add that it was whilst I 
was studying at the Highland Theological College, for my Honours Degree in 
Theological Studies, that I felt called to work in the Lord’s service. It was a calling 
that grew especially strong after I had become the first student in Scotland to 
carry out their placement module in Prison. In the chaplaincy department of HMP 
Grampian, which is probably better known as its old name, Peterhead. 

Let’s return then to what my role of Mission Development Worker, across the 
three parishes, is supposed to be. You will notice I say supposed, and that is not 
because the role hasn’t been carefully and studiously thought about by Ministries 

‘MY NAME IS 
MICHAEL 
McMULLIN...’
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Council, Edinburgh Presbytery, and the three Kirk Sessions. Its because the role 
has to be flexible and it has to be able to be reactive to opportunities for Mission 
that will arise, but which at this point in time we know nothing about. 

The role of the Mission worker is as the name suggests…mission, and my role 
is to be a facilitator, a provoker, an enabler. I shall be focusing outwards into our 
communities and considering the community as a whole. The work is going to 
be all about identifying where, and how, our efforts will give the best results for 
mission. About reaching out, not dragging in.

Many of you will know and recognise me already from my journeying and 
information gathering around the area, and in attending the services across the 
three churches as regularly as I can.

Now you will have noticed I said “our” efforts, because the point of my role 
is that you, the congregations yourselves, need to be the foot soldiers. Only 
then can we build sustainable Mission work. I’m not here to do every part of the 
Mission work for you, I’m here to be a facilitator of that Mission. 

Sustainable Mission is the goal of my role here and to be sustainable it not 
only has to be relevant and accepted and used, if you like, by the community, 
but it has to be able to be supported and maintained by the members of the 
congregations across the three parishes. This means we will often have to take 
quite tough decisions to prioritise what Mission initiatives we do try, and which 
ones we regretfully decide to decline. We can’t be everything to everybody 
and we can’t do everything we want to just because we want to. Let us not 
forget though that Father never asks us to do something we are not able to do. 
He already knows our capabilities and our limitations, so let’s pray that it is His 
vision, and not any other vision, however well intentioned, that we follow.

So please keep me and the work we shall be doing together, in your prayers, 
and of course if you want to chat to me about Mission work or suggest ideas 
then please talk to me. I don’t bite and I shall be delighted to engage with 
you, the very people who know the history, have the ideas and who have the 
enthusiasm to actually be interested in Mission to want to chat to me in the first 
place.

Thank you for welcoming me, and my family, into your congregation, and 
I have to be honest and say that I feel immensely humbled at how relatively 
quickly I have been made to feel not only welcome, but feel a part of your 
Church family. So if you can make me feel this way then I am excited, truelly 
excited, about the fantastic opportunities we have in this parish, on its own, and 
also in the cross Parish opportunities in the three parishes as a whole. You have 
all welcomed me into your Church family, so then let’s work together to grow 
that family.
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In both eastern and western 
Churches, Mary has always been 
held as pre-eminent among all the 
saints. The unique, extraordinary 
privilege of being the mother of the 
One who was both God and Man, 
makes her worthy of special honour. 
Thomas Aquinas believed she was 
due hyperdulia, or a veneration that 
exceeds that of other saints, but is 
at the same time infinitely below 
the adoration, or latria, due to God 
alone.

The gospels of Matthew and Luke 
give Mary most mention. Luke even 
tells the story of Jesus’ infancy from 
Mary’s point of view. Her Song, or 
Magnificat appears in Luke 1:46-55. 

8th SEPT 
THE NATIVITY 
OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY

The virginal conception of Christ is clearly stated in the gospels. But 
after Jesus’ birth, Mary fades quietly into the background. During Jesus’ 
public life, she is mentioned only occasionally, as at the wedding at Cana. 
She reappears at the foot of the Cross (John’s Gospel), and is given into 
John’s care. In the early chapters of Acts, Mary is with the Apostles, and 
received the Holy Spirit along with them on Whitsunday. But her role was 
not the active one of teaching and preaching.

Mary’s significance grew with the centuries. By the fifth century she 
was called Theotokos, The Mother of God, and from the seventh century 
onwards, she was given four festivals: the Presentation in the Temple (2nd 
February), the Annunciation (25th March), the Assumption (15th August) 
and her Nativity (8th September).

Marian devotion has played an enormous role in the church down 
the years. Mary has been the object of countless prayers, accredited 
with performing many miracles, and the subject of thousands of artistic 
endeavours. She has had hundreds of chapels or parish churches named 
after her. During the Reformation many images of Mary were destroyed. 
The Second Vatican Council 1962 made an extended statement on her, 
stressing her complete dependence on her Son, and regarding her as a 
model of the Church. 



Very few people stand out 
as being incredibly good, 
but Vincent de Paul was one 
of them. His life touched 
thousands of people, who 
were helped and inspired by 
his love and kindness. 

Vincent de Paul was born 
in 1581 to a Gascon peasant 
family at Ranquine. Educated 
by the Franciscans and 
then at Toulouse University, 
he was ordained a priest 
very young, at only 19. He 
became a court chaplain, 
and then tutor to the 
children of the Gondi family.

27th SEPT
VINCENT DE PAUL 
PATRON OF ALL 
CHARITABLE SOCIETIES
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In 1617 he was made parish priest of Chatillon-les-Dombes. From here, 
Vincent de Paul ministered both to the rich and fashionable, and also to the 
poor and oppressed. He helped prisoners in the galleys, and even convicts 
at Bordeaux.

In 1625 Vincent de Paul founded a congregation of priests who 
renounced all church preferment and instead devoted themselves to the 
faithful in smaller towns and villages. In 1633 they were given the Paris 
priory church of Saint-Lazare, and that same year Vincent founded the 
Sisters of Charity, the first congregation of ‘unenclosed’ women, whose 
lives were entirely devoted to the poor and sick, and even providing some 
hospital care. Rich women helped by raising funds for various projects, 
which were an immense success.

Even in his lifetime, Vincent became a legend. Clergy and laity, rich and 
poor, outcasts and convicts all were warmed and enriched by his charisma 
and selfless devotion. Vincent was simply consumed by the love of God 
and of his neighbour. His good works seemed innumerable – ranging from 
helping war-victims in Lorraine, and sending missionaries to Poland, Ireland 
and Scotland, to advising Anne of Austria at Court during the regency. 

No wonder that after his death at nearly 80, the Pope named him as 
patron of all charitable societies. Even today, the Vincent de Paul Society is 
working with the poor and oppressed.
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DOOR DUTIES
1st SEPTEMBER
Diane Craik, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Graham Annan
Welcome table: June Wylie

8th SEPTEMBER
Linda Farrer, Alison Macleod
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

15th SEPTEMBER
Graham Clark, Douglas Mathieson
In charge: Elizabeth Mathieson 
Welcome table: Alison Masson

22nd SEPTEMBER
Anne Burgess, Geeta Mackay
In charge: Robin Jones
Welcome table: Ann Jones

29th SEPTEMBER
Sheila Capewell, Jacky Harris
In charge: Stevie Douglas
Welcome table: Graham Clark

6th OCTOBER
Lindsay Wood, Suzanne Dalziel
In charge: Alistair Dalziel
Welcome table: Rose Mackenzie

13th OCTOBER
Gillian Brown, Joyce Rosie
In charge: Ian Beckett
Welcome table: Lesley Beckett

20th OCTOBER
Richard Black, Morag Reid
In charge: Graham Annan 
Welcome table: June Wylie

27th OCTOBER
Mary Allan, Hazel Melrose
In charge: Stephen Thomson
Welcome table: Joyce Rosie

REID THURSDAY CLUB
We will be starting our new session on 3 October at 2.30pm in the 

Small Hall, meeting fortnightly. So come along and join us in a friendly 
informal gathering for interesting talks, followed by a cup of tea, biscuit 
and chat.  Our subscription is £6, 50p per meeting for members and £1 
for non-members. Many thanks.

ALISON MACLEOD (SECRETARY) 0131 667 6786

The great thing, if one can, is to stop regarding all the 
unpleasant things as interruptions of one’s own or real life.  The 

truth is of course that what one calls the interruptions are precisely 
one’s real life – the life God is sending one day by day.  C S Lewis
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FUNDRAISING GROUP NEWS
We hope you all enjoyed your summer break and are looking forward to our 
next planned events.

The first event is our Craft coffee morning on Saturday September 7th from 
10am until Midday. As usual any donations of home baking will be welcome. 
Our annual Christmas Fair is on Saturday 16th November from 10am until 
midday. This is our big event where we hold a raffle of hampers. Not an 
event to be missed. Another date is our musical evening with the Edinburgh 
Highland Reel and Strathspey Society on Friday 29th November. This will be 
held in the church from 7.30pm and refreshments will be available during a 
short break. The EHRSS have played at the Reid before and I am sure those 
who have attended previously will agree it is always a fantastic night. More 
details will follow later. Congratulations to the winner of the June quiz Maisie 
Jamieson who received £10. The quiz raised £23 for church funds and a big 
thank you to all who took part. Despite the low turnout, our Community Coffee 
Morning held on 15th June managed to raise £400 for Teen+ and this cheque 
was presented to Jane Ansell from Teen+ on 11th August.
Bake Sunday Cheque Presentation

On 21st July Gill Mackenzie from Crossreach (the Elms) attended the service 
and gave an update on how the £500 would be spent and an overview of the 
daily routines in the home.

Our current charity is Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland at Astley Ainslie 
Hospital and the £500 when raised will go towards a new iPad and software to 
help people with aphasia and young stroke victims.

The committee would like to take this opportunity to thank our congregation 
for their past, present and future generosity and support.

KATRINA RUSSELL

FUTURE FUNDRAISING EVENTS AT A GLANCE

Saturday 7th September: Reid Fair

Saturday 16th November: Reid Christmas Fair

Friday 29th November: Edinburgh Highland Reel and Strathspey Society

Saturday 30th November: Crafters Fair

Wednesday 27th May 2020: Edinburgh Symphony Orchestra 



FLOWERS IN CHURCH
DATE DISTRIBUTORS  CONTRIBUTORS

1st SEPTEMBER Mrs L Beckett Kathleen Jack
8th SEPTEMBER Mrs J Rosie Anne McDonald
15th SEPTEMBER M Reid & M Hunter Lydia Scott
22nd SEPTEMBER Miss A MacLeod Linda Farrer
29th SEPTEMBER Mrs S Capewell Mary Allan

6th OCTOBER Mr & Mrs Dalziel Hazel Melrose
13th OCTOBER Mrs L Beckett Fiona Paxton
20th OCTOBER Miss E Browne Marjorie Longmore
27th OCTOBER Mrs J Rosie June Oliver

BLINDED BY THE LIGHT?
Are you increasingly blinded by headlight glare? The rise in popularity of 
the ‘Chelsea Tractors’ and SUVs on our roads is not helping the problem. 
In fact, more than half of us are finding that the problem is worse than 
even a year ago.

A survey by the RAC has found that more than half of us have been 
temporarily blinded on the road by the higher beams of SUVs. And 90 per 
cent of us have been dazzled by the headlights of an oncoming vehicle.

It can be dangerous. Government figures show that around 300 
accidents are caused every year by, or in part by, being dazzled.

The problem is caused by a number of factors; SUVs are higher than 
cars, and so their headlights shine straight into the mirrors of the drivers 
in front. Also, modern car headlights are very bright: the xenon lights, 
give off a bluer glow, while the LED lamps often dazzle.
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WHERE NOW?
A teacher was finishing up a lesson on the joys of discovery and the 

importance of curiosity. ‘Where would we be today,’ she asked, ‘if no 
one had ever been curious?’ There was a pause, and then one child 

ventured: ‘In the garden of Eden?’.
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MORE THAN 50,000 PEOPLE NOW ATTEND 
NON-TRADITIONAL CHURCH GATHERINGS

More than 50,000 people are attending non-traditional church gatherings, 
thanks to the success of a drive to attract worshippers with no previous contact 
with the Christian faith, the Church of England’s General Synod heard this 
summer. And members of the General Synod gave their backing to an expansion 
of ‘Fresh Expressions’ churches – new forms of church gatherings, meeting often 
in venues such as cafes, community centres and pubs.

Fresh Expressions churches now account for 15% of congregations in the 
Church of England and are estimated to attract more than 50,000 worshippers, 
the equivalent to the size of two new dioceses, the General Synod was told. To 
boost the movement, the Church of England is planning for up to 6,000 ‘pioneer’ 
ministers within the next decade – both lay and ordained - to serve Fresh 
Expressions churches. There are also plans to give further support for the growth 
of new forms of church gatherings in 10 dioceses. 

Fresh Expressions was called “the most influential missionary movement of 
the last 50 years, and a significant means of allowing our church to thrive now 
and in the future.” Mark Sheard, Chair of the Ministry and Public Affairs Council 
of the Church of England, leading a debate at the General Synod said: “I am 
firmly of the belief that … what we are witnessing here is a real and exceptional 
movement of the Spirit.” And so the General Synod voted to approve a new 
motion celebrating the success of the Fresh Expressions movement, and 
encouraging every parish and diocese to be part of the movement.

The Fresh Expressions movement began with the 2004 Mission Shaped 
Church report prepared by an Ecumenical group and published by the Church 
of England.  Reflecting a growing number of re-imagined church communities 
the report suggested a recognition and provision for those seeking to work with 
changing culture and those not yet attending church.

The church has left the building: café church, youth church, nursing home 
church, bikers church - God's Spirit is firing our imagination and preparing 
people to serve as pioneer ministers in a variety of contexts and situations. 
Finding new places to worship, rather than in a church, will also be in the remit, 
with the possibility of using sports clubs and various community venues on the 
cards. The Ministries Council reported 2018 that all five Pioneer Ministries posts 
are now filled and these projects will now run 5 years. The ongoing evaluation 
of this initiative which is being conducted by the University of Glasgow will 
inform the Council in the recruitment, training and overall development of all the 
Church’s ministries.
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NOTES
FROM THE ORGAN BENCH
MARTYN STRACHAN, Organist and Choirmaster

8th SEPTEMBER  
Impromptu in D major - Walter G Alcock
Alla Marcia in D major - Walter G Alcock  
15th SEPTEMBER     
Vesperale and Berceuse - Cyril Scott arranged by Arthur W. Pollitt
Fugue on B.A.C.H. Op 60 No.4 - Robert Schumann 
22nd SEPTEMBER  
Nocturne in E flat Op 38 No. 1 - Thomas F Dunhill
Verset de Procession in F major - Leon Boëllmann 
29th SEPTEMBER   
Idyll in E flat - Francis G Walker 
Allegro giocoso Op 74 - Alexandre Guilmant 
Walter G Alcock (1861—1947) was Assistant Organist of Westminster Abbey and 
played for three Coronations. For 15 years he was organist to the Chapel Royal 
and for 31 years he was organist of Salisbury Cathedral. A pupil of Sir John Stainer 
and Arthur Sullivan, his small output of compositions is inventive and well-crafted 
and six of them were included in his excellent tutor for the organ.
Cyril Scott (1879—1970) was a mainstream composer best known for his piano 
music, although many of his orchestral works are enjoying a revival. He composed 
no music for the organ, but some transcriptions were made, mainly adapting his 
pieces for piano such as the two examples I have chosen to play today. At the 
beginning of his career he was referred to as ‘the English Debussy’, but from 
today’s perspective the comparison does not really seem appropriate.
Robert Schumann (1810—1856) At one point in their careers Robert Schumann 
and his wife Clara, who was both an outstanding pianist and composer, became 
absorbed in the study of Bach’s keyboard music. This resulted in various works for 
pedal piano, which was simply a piano fitted with an organ pedal board. There are 
Canons, Sketches and Six Fugues on B.A.C.H., which in German notation becomes 
B flat, A natural, C natural and B natural. This is the fourth of the set which uses the 
motto backwards or as it is described by the composer, ‘retrograde’.
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Thomas F Dunhill (1877—1946) is now best remembered as an editor of piano 
pieces, mainly for the Associated Board, as well as the composer of some 
distinguished songs. He taught at the Royal College of Music and at Eton 
College for some years. He composed stage works and orchestral music. The 
Nocturne dates from 1914 and is an essay in creating an atmosphere.
Leon Boëllmann (1862—1897) was choirmaster and then organist of Saint 
Vincent-de-Paul in Paris and a pupil of his uncle Eugene Gigout. His best-known 
work is the Suite Gothique, but he composed a great deal more, much of it of a 
superior quality, but which is neglected even in France. The Verset de 
Procession is one of the many pieces written for liturgical use.
Francis G Walker (1908—1976) was organist of Timperley Parish Church in 
Cheshire and later of All Saints, Eastbourne. He wrote only half a dozen pieces 
for organ, but also made several transcriptions for the publisher Cramer, who 
also issued his original pieces.
Alexandre Guilmant (1837—1911) was organist of La Trinité in Paris and 
composed a vast amount of music. He was also at the forefront of the revival in 
interest in eighteenth century French music and he edited large quantities of it. 
The Allegro giocoso is one of his many works which can be played in recitals or 
as voluntaries without any impropriety.

A HELPING HAND
A mother, wishing to encourage her son's progress at the piano, took him to 

a performance by the great Polish pianist Ignace Paderewski. Finding their seats 
near the front of the concert hall, they eyed the majestic Steinway on the stage. 
Soon the mother found a friend to talk to, and the boy slipped away. As the 
lights in the auditorium began to dim, the spotlights came on, only then did they 
notice the boy - up on the piano bench, innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star." Before his shocked mother could retrieve her son, the master himself 
appeared on the stage and quickly moved to the keyboard.

 He whispered gently to the boy, "Don't quit. Keep playing”, and leaning over, 
reached down with his left hand and began filling in the bass part. Soon his 
right arm reached around the other side and improvised a delightful obligato. 
Together, the old master and the young novice held the crowd mesmerized with 
their blended and beautiful music.

 In all our lives, we receive helping hands - some we notice, some we don't. 
Equally we have countless opportunities to provide helping hands - sometimes 
we would like our assistance to be noticed, sometimes we don't. Little of what we 
all achieve is without learning from others and without support from others.
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN: 
HOW GREAT THOU ART
This well-loved, world famous Christian hymn began in Sweden, moved 
to Germany and Russia, and thence to England and the USA, where it 
became world famous as the signature song of George Beverly Shea in 
the great Billy Graham Crusades.

In about 1887 Carl Boberg was a young lay-pastor in Sweden, walking 
home from church near Kronoback, Sweden, and listening to the church 
bells. Suddenly a violent storm blew up, with lightning and thunder and 
wind – and just as quickly it departed. In the calm following the storm, a 
rainbow appeared, and all nature was at peace. Boberg was inspired to 
write a poem, ‘O Store Gud’, on the greatness of God in Nature. He set it to 
an old Swedish folk tune, and it was first sung in Varmland in 1888. 

‘O Store Gud’ became popular, and it began to spread. By 1907 it had 
been taken to Germany by a wealthy Baltic Baptist nobleman. From there 
it moved to Russia in 1912, where it was called Velikiy Bog – or ‘Great God’. 
By 1925 it had been translated into English ‘O Mighty God’ by a professor 
at North Park College in Illinois. But this gave way in 1949 to a different 
English translation, done by a British missionary to the Ukraine, Stuart K 
Hine, who called it How Great Thou Art, and rewrote some verses. 

It was Hine’s version which went on to gain wide popularity in the USA. 
It was first recorded by a Bill Carle in 1958, and then the Manna Music 
version of the song was popularised in the 1950s at the Billy Graham 
Crusades. It was sung in the 1955 Toronto campaign, and then it really 
took off in 1957 in Madison Square Garden, New York, where Shea sang it 
100 times during the campaign. 

George Beverly Shea’s recording of the hymn has been ranked number 
204 on the top recordings of the 20th century. Billy Graham once said: 
“The reason I like 'How Great Thou Art' is because it glorifies God. It turns 
Christian’s eyes toward God, rather than upon themselves. I use it as often 
as possible because it is such a God-honouring song.’ 

How Great Thou Art was voted the United Kingdom's favourite 
hymn by BBC’s Songs of Praise programme, and it was second on the 
list of the ‘favourite hymns of all time’ in a 2001 survey by Christianity 
Today magazine.
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THEOLOGY DEGREES AT RISK
The number of students opting to do theology and religious studies at 
university has almost halved in just six years. More than 14,000 were 

enrolled in 2011-12, but that fell to 7,585 by 2017-18, putting the degrees 
at some risk of disappearing from university curricula. Prof Diarmaid 
MacCulloch, an expert in church history at the University of Oxford, 

described the decline as ‘alarming’. “I am extremely concerned. Teachers 
are not directing people in this important direction and not seeing the 

value in theology and religious studies.” 

NCT BASICS BANK
Currently we have 14 clients attending on Thursday mornings.  Our 
cupboards are presently short of tinned carrots, peas, custard, 
rice pudding and fruit, packets of Mugshots, noodles and cereal 
(Weetabix) and razors. If you are able to contribute just one or two of 
these items it would be extremely helpful.  Please continue to pray for all 
our clients and helpers. Many thanks for all your support.

ALISON MACLEOD

CHRISTIANS ESCAPE AS BOKO HARAM 
ATTACKS NORTHERN CAMEROON VILLAGES
About 200 families escaped with their lives when Boko Haram Islamist 
militants recently ransacked a mainly-Christian village in the Far North 
Region of Cameroon. The armed gang stormed Roum village, in the 
Tourou area, setting fire to homes, killing livestock and plundering food 
stores and possessions. A Barnabas Fund contact estimated around 
1,120 families in the area were now “living in distress”. He said, “The 
populations have all lost food stocks, clothing, sleeping sets and many 
other material goods and animals.”

Christian villages in the far north of Cameroon are subject to attacks 
by Boko Haram militias who are attempting to establish an Islamic 
caliphate from north-eastern Nigeria all the way to northern Cameroon, 
which is predominantly Christian. The UN estimates that more than 
170,000 Cameroonians, mainly Christians, have been forced to flee. 
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You might remember, three years 
ago the World Church Committee 
raised an appeal for Let Us Build 
a House, the Church of Scotland’s 
appeal to help rebuild communities 
struck by the devastating earthquake 
in Nepal (see ReidOn... March 2016). 
Sunday Club performed a wee routine 
in church and produced posters, 
and between them and the wider 
congregation raised over £1,000. 

The Kirk’s appeal eventually 
amassed a fantastic £329,000, and 
following discsussions with the 
Nepalese government, the decison 
was taken to invest the money on 
schools and associated intrastructure 
such as water supply (see ReidOn... 
September 2017). At the time this 
was greeted with some regret, 

as rebuilding homes had been the 
intended target for the spending, but 
God’s answer to this is plain to see from 
an article in this month’s WM magazine, 
published by the Kirk’s World Mission 
(and distributed to the committee, 
with copies available at the back of the 
church). An article by Mission partner 
Joel Hafvenstein, serving with United 
Mission to Nepal (UMN), reports 
impressive progress, with the building 
thirty-six new schools, housing over 
four thousand pupils. You can read 
more about the extensive work on 
roads, bridges and water-supply in the 
screenshot (at right), or if you’re online, 
view a pdf here: it’s a heartening read 
about what we can achieve for others 
even in remote parts of the world. 
DAVID WHITE W. CHURCH COMMITTEE

REBUILDING LIVES IN NEPAL

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/59479/3326_WM91_LORES.pdf
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BOOK REVIEW
MORE THAN WORDS
A COLLECTION OF 
PAINTINGS AND REFLECTIONS
By Hannah Dunnett, Monarch

Hannah Dunnett’s beautiful 
artwork, interweaving Bible 
verses and images, has inspired 
many people. From sailing 
boats bobbing on the river 
and lighthouses standing tall, 
to majestic trees and soaring 
mountains, to welcoming 
cottages and cosy kitchens, 
Hannah paints pictures that 
help us understand scripture 
and reflect on God’s word in a 
fresh way. In this book, Hannah 
has chosen twenty-four of her 
favourite pictures and tells the 
story behind each one.

METHUSELAH’S DIET
Methuselah ate 

what he found on his plate,
And never, as people do now,

Did he note the amount 
of the calorie count;

He ate because it was chow.
He wasn’t disturbed as at dinner he sat,

Devouring a roast or a pie,
To reflect it was full of saturated fat, 

Or a couple of vitamins shy.
He cheerfully chewed 
each species of food,

Unmindful of troubles or fears
Lest his health might be hurt

By some fancy dessert –
And he lived over nine hundred years!
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REIDMEMORIAL
The next issue of REIDON... will be 
September. Please send Linda any 
articles or notices by 20th September - 
see page 2 for contact details.

WWW.REIDMEMORIAL.ORG.UK
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ODE TO ALEX
You’ve served us well

You’ve served us proud

“You saved the day!”

We shout aloud.

The Reid’s poor flock

Was lost and low
Till Alex came
Things were quite slow.

But you and Jill
Revived us then
We felt a
Wholesome church again

The Blackhall parish

All missed you too,

They’re looking still,

For another “you”

Your visits and attentiveness

To folk at home, or some in care

You showed such patience and much 

flare
As if you had more time to spare.

Your journey from Dalgety Bay

Is no mean trick to do each day

Yet still you came through rain and 

snow
Each Sunday so this flock might grow.

To Portugal, you’ll travel now

To minister in the sun - and how!

That little flock, a happy band

Should know you’re there to lend a 

hand.

Dear Jill has been a bonus too

Can fill the coffee flasks like crew

No task too large, no task too small

She’ll fix it, or set out the hall.

“Fresh Start,” it took up lots of time

Yet Jill, we knew was in her prime

She painted walls, and taxied stuff

We brought each week, which sure 

was tough!

An MBE for the Douglas son

We celebrated too - oh that was fun!

Then Chaplain on a cruise - no less

To see to passengers and crew- God 

bless!

Oh - Alex and Jill, Alex and Jill

We’ll miss you - but will see you still

Alex and Jill, Alex and Jill

Your work here is over, but we love 

you still.

SUSAN & GEETA MACKAY


